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14 kids in Tondo 
hospitalized for eating 
‘tuba-tuba’ fruit 
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Cops in Quezon province 
admit jueteng back via 
guerilla type operations 
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California executes 
sick death row 
inmate, oldest at 76 
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10 years after 'Bridget Jones', 
there's no stopping chick lit; 
now there's the Chinovela 


Parrot blamed for breakup: 
It squawked on secret lover 


LONDON—A TALKATIVE 
DALDAL | paratis being blamed for 
the breakup of a couple's 
relationship after squawk- 
Ing the name of the wom- 
ап secret lover. 

Ziggy. an 8-year-old 
African grey, prompted a 
cconfession from 
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BI throws out alien rap 
vs ABS-CBN's news head 


By Leila B. Salaverria 
and Marinel R. Cruz 


TELEVISION WORKER PREVIOUSLY ASSOCIAT- 
ed with ABS-CBN yesterday sought the deportation 
of the network's News and Current Affairs head 
Мапа Ressa on the grounds that she was a forelgn- 
er without a proper permit to workin the country. 
But the Bureau of immigration tossed out 
BITHROWS! AS 


t’s official: US says no 


Embassy rejects RP request to take custody of 4 Gls in rape 


House 
adopting 
ConCom 
proposals 


By Norman Bordadora 
and T] Burgonio 


Ir APPEARS TO HAVE ALL THE 
hallmarks of a creeping constitu- 
tional amendment process 

‘The Charter change show re- 
opened in earnest in the House 
of Representatives yesterday, 
featuring a script that seems to 
hew essentially to the one pro- 
vided by President Macapagal- 
Arroyo's handpicked Consulta- 
tive Commission. It allows her 
to complete her term until 2010 
and to scrap the 2007 elec- 
tions. 

Even the Senate will have its 
own show today But Sen. Joker 
Arroyo admits itis just that—"paki- 
tang tao lang yan (all for show)" 
There's overwhelming sentiment 
in the Senate against amending the 
Constitution. 

Still, the Senate committee on 
constitutional amendments will 
open a hearing on proposed 
modes of introducing Charter 
change—by transforming the two. 
chambers of Congress into a con- 
stituent assembly or calling a con 
stitutional convention. 

“I don't feel any pressure to do 
anything," said Sen. Richard Gor- 
don, committee chair, referring to 
the Malacafiang timeline to have 

HOUSE Ав 


BOUNTY. A hooded Filipino who informed on an Abu Sayyaf leader gets 
P5-milion reward from US official William Lam in Zamboanga yesterday. 


WHILE HUNDREDS OF DOC- 
tors are leaving the Philippines 
as nurses, a group of Fil 
ipino-American physicians is 
returning to give something 
back to their former country- 
men. 

Physicians for Peace (РЕР), 
а United States-based non- 
profit organization, is mount- 
ing medical missions in the 
country. 

Dr. Teodoro Herbosa, chair 
ofthe PFP's Philippine chapter, 


said. 


By Frank Cimatu 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau schools. 
VIGAN CITY—THE INFLUX OF 
Ilocano nurses in Hawaii, pro- 
pelled by the agreement signed 
last week by Ilocos Sur Gov. 
Luis “Chavi” Singson and 
Hawaii Gov. Linda Lingle, is ex- 
pected to inject young blood in- 
to the state's nursing system. 

Nurses in Hawaii are gray- 
ing, with their average age ris- 
ing to 48.7 years in 2000 from 
48 in 1997. 

Hawaii officials said they re- 
tire some 400 nurses а year, 
but only 300 students gradu- 


(КСС). 


Payback time: Fil-Am 
doctors return home 


By Leila B. Salaverria 


called the medical missions 
“return migration.” 

"What we intend to do is 
to become a vehicle for re- 
turn migration. 
want it to be an avenue for 
foreign doctors to come here 
and see how beautiful the 
Philippines 


He was seconded by Dr 
Juan Montero, a Filipino-born 
US citizen who has been com- 
ing back regularly to the 
Philippines the last few years 


RP nurses to infuse young blood 
into Hawaii health care system 


ate from the state's nursing 


As itis, Hawaii is among ће 
states with the lowest number 
of registered nurses per capita 
inthe United States. The annu- 
al nursing shortage in Hawaii 
is estimated to reach more 
than 4,500 by 2020. 

То help address the short- 
age, Singson and Lingle signed 
а memorandum of agreement 
(MOA) between the University 
of Northern Philippines (UNP) 
and the University of Hawaii's 
Kapiolani Community College 


By Luige del Puerto 


FOUR MEMBERS OF THE MAGDALO REBEL 
group of junior officers and soldiers escaped 
from their detention cell at Fort Bonifacio in 
‘Taguig City last night, according to a military 
intelligence officer who declined to be identi- 
fied because he was not authorized to speak. 

No other information on the escape was 
immediately available and official sources 
could not be reached for confirmation. 

"The source identified those who were re- 
ported to have escaped at around 9 p.m. аз 


We also 


is" Herbosa 


PAYBACK AB 
By Ruben V. Nepales 
LÀ Correspondent. 


LOS ANGELES—AS "BROKEBACK 
Mountain," a gay-themed cowboy 
drama, rode away with the top 
awards at the 63rd Golden Globe 
Awards held Monday evening 
(Tuesday morning, Manila time), 
the Ingumer was right there as this 
correspondent is the first Filipino 
voting member of the Hollywood 
Foreign Press Association. 

The Ingumer had a spot on the 
red carpet between Daily Variety 
and the Hollywood Reporter, tin- 
seltown’s bibles. 

‘Taiwanese Ang Lee directed gj 
the movie, an adaptation of a gi NB 
short story by American novelist 2 __ 
E. Annie Proulx. И won four stat- ZEN 
uettes: Best Film (Drama), Best ЭЕ. 
Director (Lee), Best Screenplay 
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PORTRAIT OF CONTENTMENT. 
Not so “desperate” Felicity Hufiman 


FILIPINO soldier welcomes Ist US Special Forces members at the 
start of joint military exercises yesterday. (See story on Page A2.) 


Capt. Nathaniel Rabonza, 15: Lt. Lawrence 
San Juan, 1st Lt. Patricio Bumidang and 1st 
sarmiento. 

"The source said the soldiers piled some 
chairs on top of each other at the Intelligence 
Security Group Detention Center at Fort Boni- 
facio to scale a wall and escape. 

He said the electricity in areas surrounding 
the military camp suddenly went out. 

am not sure if the brownout had some- 
thing to do with the escape. But it looks suspi- 
cious because there was electricity in the CS 
area,” he said, referring to the highway that 


By Volt Contreras. 

and Armand М. Nocum 
in Manila. 

and Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


THE US EMBASSY HAS 
refused to relinquish 
custody "of the four 
American Marines ac- 
cused of rape, but the 
judge in charge of the 
case said this would ac- 
tually quicken the pace 
ofthe trial. 


"That's their right,” Judge Rena- 
to Dilag of Olongapo Regional Trial 
Court Branch 73 said yesterday in 
reaction to the embassy's refusal to 
tum over Staff Sgt. Chad Brian 

|; Carpentier and Lance Corporals 

2 Daniel Smith, Keith Silkwood and 

Š Domini Duplantis. All were 

5 charged with raping a Filipino 
woman on Nov. 1 at the Subic Вау 
Freeport їп Zambales. 

“Puwedeng mapabilis (This 
could speed up the case),” Dilag 
said, adding that the accused 
could now be considered to have 
surrendered to the proper au- 
thorities. 

He said that after this had been 
made clear to the defense 
lawyers, he would schedule the 
arraignment of the accused. 

But first, he said, he had to re- 
solve the motions filed bya defense 
lawyer and the public prosecutors. 

The US Embassy had been 
stonewalling on the Philippine 
government's diplomatic note of 
Nov. 16 seeking custody of the 
four Marines. 

When the embassy finally 
replied on Monday, it invoked the 

< RP-US Visiting Forces Agreement, 
which allows the US government 
TPS OFFICIAL A6 


4 Magdalo officers escape from Bonifacio 


runs along one side of the fort. 

Lt. Gen. Samuel Bagasin, Armed Forces of 
the Philippines deputy chief of staff, said in a 
phone interview: “Wala pa akong report 
niyan. Wala akong natatanggap na report na 
ganoon (1 have not received a report on 
Фа)" 

The Inoumen tried to reach Army 
spokesperson Maj. Jay Bartolome Bacarro, 
Army chief Gen. Hermogenes Esperon and 
AFP spokesperson Col, Tristan Kison but they 
did not pick up their phones. With a report 
fromJo Uy 


Inquirer goes to 63rd Golden Globe Awards 


IN LOVE with “Brokeback Mountain,” the Hollywood foreign press 
gives its Golden Globe Best Picture award to the cowboy romance, 
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WEATHER FORECAST 
FORECAST: Souter Luzon, Visayas and Mindanao wil oxparienco 
тойу бошу sis with scattered rënshowers and oid un 


етт. The rest of Luzon wil have party cloudy lo at times 


— sounce paasa 
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By Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 


THE USUALLY STODGY OF- 
fice of the President has be- 
come hip with the arrival of 
Secretary Michael Defensor at 
Malacafiang. 

On his frst day as Presiden- 
tial Chief of Staff, Defensor 
brought along a Playstation 
Portable (PSP), the current 
rage among young video game 
enthusiasts, and scheduled a 
television interview with two 
of the participants in the re- 
cently concluded Pinoy Big 
Brother television reality show. 

The youngest Cabinet secre- DEFENSOR 
tary broke into a sheepish grin Resources. 
when reporters pointed out the 


case while he was going over time boss. 
confidential files he had re- 


Cabinet meeting. 


striped suit accentuated by а Defensor said. 
pink tie, said he used the sleek 


a break from the drudgery of 


and long-winded meetings. 


ment fora comedy newsshow. new job. 
Red-faced Mike 


end of the interview when gers meant. 
Alonso and Alcala turned him 
into a housemate sandwich. 


| Brat pack’ moves 
: into Malacanang 


He said he left the DENR be- 
PSP tucked in his black brief- cause the job demanded a full- 


^ felt that if I continued 
ceived at yesterday mornings what lam doing now (trouble- 

shooting for Ms Arroyo) I'd be 
Defensor, in a gray pin- doing the DENR a disservice,” 


handheld game console totake Succeeding Bobi 
Defensor takes over from 
his office, like the paperwork Rigoberto Tiglao who was ap- 
pointed ambassador to Greece. 
At noon, Defensor met with Executive Secretary Eduardo 
Pinoy Big Brother instant Ermita is reportedly set to issue 
celebrities Say Alonso and Chix ал executive order defining an 
Alcala who were doing а seg- expanded role in Defensor's 


On talk that a “brat pack" 
was taking over at Mala- 
The former environment cañang, Defensor said he was 
secretary was red-faced at the not sure what the rumor mon- 


“IF they're talking about the 
Brat Pack of Hollywood which 
“I was surprised by the includes Frank Sinatra, 
group hug,” said Defensor, who sure I don't want to be Sammy 
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Despite Cory snub, 
Council of State is on 


PRESIDENT MACAPAGAL-ARROYO IS PUSHING AHEAD WITH 
plans to convene the Council of State on Jan. 24, despite a snub from 
former President Cory Aquino and other key opposition figures. 


The high-level meeting was proposed by for- 
mer President Fidel Ramos and is envisioned to 
bring together Ms Arroyo, the two former Presi- 
dents and other top political leaders amid a cri- 
sis of legitimacy besetting the leadership. 

But Aquino, who has broken with Ms Ar- 
royo and demanded she step down amid alle- 
gations of election cheating, has said she 
would not attend because Ms Arroyo's presi- 
dency remained "under a cloud of doubt." 

Opposition leaders in both houses of 
Congress have also refused to attend. 

Cebu Archbishop Ricardo Cardinal Vidal 
also said he was not attending the meeting 
because he does not want to be identified 

, with "just one side" after the opposition and 
Mrs. Aquino decided to boycott the meeting, 
according to the Cebu archdiocesan media 
aison officer Msgr. Achilles Dakay. 

“The meeting will push through because no 
опе or no group can dictate on an official 
function such as this and that’s why we are 
preparing for it well,” Executive Secretary Ed- 
uardo Ermita said in a GMA 7 radio interview. 

If those like Aquino did not wish to attend, 
that was their right, he said. 

Ermita said Aquino and other opposition 
leaders should not take personally their polit- 
ical differences with the President. 


Rising above politics 

“In our brand of politics, when we are on 
opposite sides, it doesn’t mean that we have 
to take this fight personally, he sai 

Incoming Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor appealed to the opposition 
to rise above personal politics and deal with 


political issues ina statesman-like manner. 
"They are former Presidents and they can 
bring out their position here (Council of 
State). We should rise above personalities and 
achieve a high level of statesmanship,” he said. 
He said the views expressed by Aquino and 
other opposition leaders were “personal” and 
that the Council of State would have been a 
perfect venue for them to state their position. 
Defensor said there would be no specificagen- 
да atthe meeting. It would not aim at reaching a 
consensus so participants could say anything 
they want on any issue affecting the county. 


Missed opportunity 

‘Aquino just missed out on a chance to tell 
President Arroyo point-blank to step down 
from her post, he said. 

He said the absence of opposition leaders 
‘would not be significant as Ramos and the lead- 
rs of various institutions would be attending. 

“it doesn't mean that the Council of State 
would be ineffective or that it should no 
longer be convened,” Defensor told reporters. 

Presidential political adviser Gabriel Claudio 
said it was "sad" that Aquino was not attending 
but said the meeting would stil be important as 
there were still important issues to be discussed, 
especially with regard to the economy. 

Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye said the meet- 
ing was “not about personalities, but about the 
collective effort of national leaders committed to 
national transformation and renewal.” 

“President Arroyo welcomes those who will 
come, and respects the decision of those who 
have chosen not to,” Bunye said. Gil C. Caba- 
сипап Jr. and Christine Avendaño 


Prosecutors ask 
court to resolve 
Erap plunder case 


By Nelson Е Flores 


STATE PROSECUTORS YESTERDAY ASKED 
the Sandiganbayan Special Division to end the 
plunder trial of deposed President Estrada and 
consider the case submitted for resolution. 

The move came a day after Estrada's lawyers 
failed to present any defense witnesses. 

Ina 26-page comment, the prosecution said 
that even if the trial were to be terminated 
now, Estrada and his lawyers could no longer 
validly claim denial of due process as they had 
been given almost three years to prepare and 
present their case since the last government 
‘witness was presented in April 2003. 

The state prosecutors said the defense 
lawyers were simply letting the proceedings 
drag on. They said the defense had been given 
enough opportunity to present its side. 

"Due process has been very well kept and 
preserved," they said. 

Defense lawyer Rene Saguisag recently in- 
formed the court that the defense had only two 
witnesses more to present, including Estrada. 


Last 2 witnesses 

But in an “urgent manifestation” last Jan. 11, 
Saguisag said the defense may stil сай several 
other witnesses that the court had earlier sub- 
poenaed, mostly to testify on the alleged selec- 
tive prosecution and illegal ouster of Estrada. 

But the prosecution asked the antigraft court 
to limit the defense to the last two witnesses that 


could not tell which was Alon- Davis,” he said. 
so or Alcala. “I just know Actually, the Brat Pack was 
they're from Pinoy Big Brother composed of the likes of Rob 
and they're both pretty" Lowe, Ally Sheedy, Emilio Es- 
Defensor described his cur- tevez and Demi Moore, and 
rent status as a “floating secre- was a couple of generations 
tary"since he had not been for- younger than the Rat Pack 
mally sworn in and ап officer which was made up of Sinatra, 
in charge had already taken Davis, Dean Martin and Shirley 
over his post at the Department Maclaine, among other Ameri- 


Protest greets US troops in South 902055. 


Jegedly ilegal ouster and premature loss of immuni- 
ABOUT: 300 AMERICAN AND FILIPINO SOL- Outside the camp, anti-riot police backed by ѓу were no longer tenable. It said the subpoenas is- 
‘diers began their annual war gamesin Mindanao soldiers and a бте truck blocked a 35-vehicle _ sued tothe people who would supposedly testify of 
оп Tuesday part of counterterrorism training convoy of about 5,000 protesters demanding these issues should now be quashed. 
that has helped Filipino troops hone their skllsin that US troops leave Muslim areas in Mindanao. Тһе prosecutors noted that aside from the 
the fight against al-Qaida-linked militants. “уе доп\ want US troops on Muslim soi," said Supreme Court rulings in Estrada vs Desiert® 
‘Miltary officals said about30 American and 250 Zaynab Ampatuan, one ofthe protest organizers. and Estrada vs Macapagal-Arroyo which both 
Filipino solders are taking рап in small unit tacics, “These training activities were designed to upheld Ms Arroyos accession in January 


of Environment and Natural сап celebrities. 


rifle markmanship, combat lifesaver training and 
feid training exercises within the army's Camp 


Lucero in Carmen town, North Cotabato. 


enhance skills and capabilities of Filipino sol- 
diers," Col. Ruperto Pabustan, a brigade com- 
mander, tolda news conference. AR Reuters 


2001, the two chanbers of Congress also 
passed separate resolutions recognizing the 
legitimacy of the Arroyo government. 


AFP beefs up security 
in wake of rebel attacks 


THE ARMED FORCES OF THE PHILIPPINES though the Muslim extremist group Abu 
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vowed yesterday to step-up security around 
government installations and other potential 
targets after a spate of deadly communist 
rebel attacks. 

AFP Chief of Staff Gen. Generoso Senga 
met his top commanders to assess the security 
threat posed by the 37-year-old New People’s 
Army whose attacks have killed at least four 
soldiers in recent days. 

He told reporters after the meeting that 
military units must improve their intelligence 
tostem attacks on soft targets such as “poorly- 
defended police stations” and soldiers "travel- 
ling alone or in groups of two." 

He said the recent NPA attacks had prompt- 
ed the military to review security precautions 
at government and military buildings because 
they were “causing terror for the people and 
disrupting their livelihoods.” 

NPA rebels killed four soldiers and wound- 
ей eight others in an ambush in Samar last 
‘Sunday. They also attacked a jail in Batangas 
City on Saturday and freed nine NPA mem- 
bers and four other inmates. 


Biggest threat 
Senga described the NPA as one of the 
biggest security threats in the country al- 


Sayyaf posed more danger in the south. He 
warned that even “a small terrorist attack in a 
tourist resort" would have a significant im- 
pact on the country's economy and further 
destabilize peace and security. 

"We have been successful in preventing ter 
ror attacks but it doesn’t mean there will be no 
more (attacks.) That is why our thrust is for in- 
tensified intelligence collection efforts in coop- 
eration with Philippine National Police and 
other government agencies.” Senga said. 

Another reason for the military to do better 
work at intelligence-gathering were the re- 
cent incursions of a fugitive Marine captain 
into military and police camps. 

Military intelligence units have failed to lo- 
cate Capt. Nicanor Faeldon, one of the alleged 
leaders of Oakwood mutiny, who escaped 
from military custody last Dec. 14. 


‘Anything’s possible" 

їп recent weeks, Faeldon has shown video 
clips and still pictures of himself inside the 
AFP Western Command and Southern Com 
mand headquarters in Palawan and Zam- 
boanga City, respectively, and most recently, 
inthe PNP headquarters in Camp Crame. AFP 
with a report from Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


Solons want PNCC permit voided 


EIGHT CONGRESSMEN FILED A RESOLU- 
TION in the House yesterday urging the revo- 
cation of the Philippine National Construc- 
tion Company's permit to operate the North 
and South Luzon expressways due to "unsat- 
isfactory performance and noncompliance" 
with the terms of its franchise. 

In House Resolution No. 1055, the law- 
makers said the PNCC had failed to pay the 
annual concession fee of P1 billion and now, 
омей P2 billion to the Toll Regulatory Board. 

‘The resolution was signed by Representatives 
Arthur Е Celeste, Amado T. Espino Jr, Generoso 
Маап, Mark О. Cojuangco and Conrado М. 
trella, ай of Pangasinan; Hermilando 1. Man- 
danas of Batangas, Wilhelmino M. Sy-Alvarado 
‘of Bulacan and Rodolfo T. Albano Ш of Isabela. 

"The cight said the PNCC had also failed to 
comply with the agreement to extend the North 
Luzon Expressway to Carmen, Pangasinan, from 
Sia. Ines, Pampanga, and the South Luzon Ex- 


pressway to Lucena City from Calamba, Laguna. 

"To top it all, they said, the PNCC entered in- 
to joint venture agreements with other firms 
through a Supplemental Toll Operation 
‘Agreement, which in effect provided for the 
extension of the PNCC franchise beyond its 
expiration date of April 30, 2007. 

"They said the extension “is considered a usurpa; 
tion of the legislative power to grant franchises; 
and “officials who refuse to heed this are civilly and 
criminally liable for the damages caused 

‘The legislators said the agreements, if not 
properly addressed, would result "in a mock- 
оту of Congress and the executive branch of 
the government." 

"They also urged the removal fiom the franchise 
agreement of the PNOC's right to rehabilime the Al- 
abongSio. Tomas-Calamba portion of the South 
Lazon Expressway due to the company’s continued 
failure to repair the segment within the agreed upon 
period. Michael Lim Ubac 
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Pimentel asks PAL to rethink decision to stop flying to Riyadh 


SAYING IT WAS A “BIG LETdown" че fights to the oibrich Kingdom in Saudi Arabia and “make up а itable for the past several years seats but since the Middle Easten 43 flights weekly between Mani- 
to Overseas Filipino Workers in starting March 2. captive market" for the airline. due to stiff competition from at carriers have been serving the la, Cebu and nine points in the re- 
Saudi Arabia, Senate Minority Pimentel said PAÍS decision to PAL president Jaime Bautista least six airlines from various route well, then we can suspend gion. In addition, five East Asian 
Leader Aquilino Pimentel Jr. yester- stop its Manila-Riyadh fights was announced last week that the Arab Gulf states. operations,” Bautista said. carriers serve the Gulf market 
day asked the Philippine Arines 0 dificult to understand since around three-times а week flights to "Ме were trying to maintain Six Middle Eastern national from the Philippines, with 33 
‘evonsider its decisen to discontin. one milion OFWs were employed Riyadh have not been prof- Riyadh to give our OFWs the carriers already operate a total of flights weekly via their hubs. 
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| ABSOLUTELY HATED MY ROUGH, PATCHY 
DRY SKIN. NOW IT’S EVENLY SOFT, SMOOTH 

AND SO NICE TO TOUCH. | LOVE IT! 
Amina Aranaz 


Diamond Peel gently and effectively removes dead skin, 
stimulates re-growth of new healthy cells, refines pores and 
smoothes texture. It fades out acne scars, dark spots and 
other blemishes. Try Diamond Peel and you'll be as amazed 
as Amina with the results. Call the professionals at Facial Care 
Gentre now - you'll love your new skin too! 


CALL 8 9 2 is S KI N (7546) Where Beautiful Skin Happens 
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Ex-agri chief takes over Aussie mining firm 


unidentified investors һай 
bought into the Australian com- 
pany Lafayette Mining Limited 
Australia and would manage 
the operations of Lafayette 
Philippines. Dominguez will 
head the local firm as chair- 
man, president and chief execu- 
tive officer, the announcement 
said. 

‘The announcement came one 
week after the Pollution Adju- 
dication Board ruled that Rapu- 
Rapu Processing Inc., owned by 
Lafayette, had violated the 
Clean Water Act when it dis- 
charged waste water with а 


By Christine A. Gaylican high cyanide content into 
creeks on Albay's Rapu-Rapu is- 
land last October. It fined the 
company P10.4 million. 

“We will not resume opera- 
tions of the Rapu Rapu poly- 
metallic processing plant un- 
less we are absolutely sure that 
the project is operated in a re- 
sponsible and environmentally 
sustainable manner" 
Dominguez said. "Mining is a 
partnership for the benefit of 
all parties: the surrounding 
communities, the government 
and the economy, and the com- 
pany itself." 


А GROUP OF BUSINESSMEN 
led by former Agriculture Sec- 
retary Carlos G. Dominguez is 
taking over management of an 
Australian company's mining 
operations in Albay which the 
government had partially sus- 
pended after two mining spills 
last year, and is promising to in- 
stall better systems and con- 
trols to ensure environmental 
safety. 

Announcements issued here 
and in Sydney yesterday said 
that Dominguez and other 
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Dominguez said his priorities 
were to find the causes of the 
spills and introduce measures to 
prevent their recurrence and en- 
sure full compliance with envi- 
ronmental laws. 


an on-line monitoring system 
to allow interested parties to 
check on the plant's operations 
any time of the day through the 


Lafayette's mineral produ 


soon go into base metal produc- 
tion next month after the reha- 


years of operation. 
he planned to install 


ronmental laws. 
in Rapu Rapu will 


of its mining waste 


treatment devices. The Rapu 
Rapu polymetallic mining pro- 
ject is expected to produce cop- 
per, gold, silver and zinc valued 
at $350 million in the first six 


Dominguez said a monitoring 
group would be formed immedi- 
ately to include representatives 
from the community, the Church, 
and other sectors to check the 
projects compliance with envi- 


Lafayette's announcement 
in Sydney said Dominguez's 
group was to acquire 10 mil- 
lion shares, equivalent to a 


1.6 percent stake, in Lafayette 
Mining Limited Australia for 
Aust. $1 million (roughly 
P39.62 million). 

As part of the arrangement, 
Dominguez would join the four- 
member board of the parent com- 
pany and manage its Philippine 
operations. 

Dominguez was secretary of 
agriculture and natural re- 
sources during the Aquino ad- 
ministration, He is the father of 
the Bantay Dagat program and 
led the campaign against the de- 
structive "muro ami" fishing 
method. 


Jocjoc asks SC to void 


Senate arrest warrant 


By Armand М. Nocum 


FORMER AGRICULTURE UNDERSECRETARY 
Jocelyn “Jocjo” Bolante yesterday asked the 
Supreme Court to stop the Senate from imple- 
menting the arrest warrant issued against him 
for ignoring its summons for him to attend com- 
mittee hearings on the alleged anomalies in the 
release of the multi-million fertilizer fund. 

In a 29-page petition which he submitted 
through the Philippine consul in Chicago, 
Bolante claimed that his Constitutional rights 
have been violated and that the Senate Blue 
Ribbon Committee had acted in "excess" of 
discretion. 

Bolante said he was willing to attend the 
panel hearings scheduled on Jan. 23 to Feb. 3, 
this year. 

"The bottomline is dear, the Constitution 
early and expressly states that only judges may 
issue warrants or arrest and the Senate or any of 
its committee has no power, implied or other- 
wise, to issue the same,” said Bolante, who re- 
ceived the arrest warrant on Dec. 15, 2005. 


“Any exercise or threatened exercise of the 
purported power of the Senate to issue orders 
ог arrest pursuant to section 21, article VI of 
the Constitution is unconstitutional and in- 
valid,” he added, 

Bolante stressed that Section 21, Article VI 
of the Constitution states : "The Senate or the 
House of representatives or any of its respec- 
tive committees may conduct inquiries in aid 
of legislation in accordance with its duly pub- 
lished rules of procedure. The rights of per- 
sons appearing in or affected by such in- 
quiries shall be respected.” 

Named respondents in the petition were of- 
ficials of the Senate Committee on Account- 
ability of Public Officers and Investigations; 
and the Committee on Agriculture and Food; 
and as well as Maj. Jose Balajadia, Senate 
sergeant-at- arms. 

The petition stemmed from a Dec. 12,2005 
hearing of the Senate panels where Bolante 
was cited in contempt and was ordered ar- 
rested for failing to attend four hearings of 
the committees last year. 
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World Heritage sites lecture 


ARCHITECT AUGUSTO VILLALON 
will give a talk on World Heritage. 
Sites in the Philippines on Saturday 
at 10 am. at the National Museum. 

The United Nations Education- 
al Scientific and Cultural Organi- 
zation (Unesco) inscribes natural 
and cultural sites that exhibit uni- 
versal ‘value in the prestigious 
World Heritage List which now 
numbers almost 1,000. Sites in- 
clude the Galapagos islands, the 
Great Barrier Reef, the Great Wall 
of China, and the city of Venice. 

The Philippines has five in- 
scribed sites whose significance is 
nationally known but not gener- 
ally appreciated. Villalon’s talk 
will introduce the international 
and national value of the five 
Philippine sites. 

Tt will be the first lecture for the 


new year in the Museum Founda- 
tion of the Philippines’ series “Sto- 
ries About Preserving Cultural 
Heritage" held every second Sat- 
urday of the month at the muse- 
um's Tambunting Villonco Fall 

On Feb. 11, educator and cura- 
tor Ma. Victoria Т. Herrera will 
talk on the state of public sculp- 
ture. + 

Aside from his architecture 
practice, Villalon is involved with 
the Heritage Conservation Soci- 
ety the Unesco, the National 
Commission for Culture and the 
Arts, among other organizations 

For information, call Elvie 
Magpayo or Dindin Araneta at 
404-2685, e-mail info@museum- 
foundationphils.com, or log on to 
wwwmuseumfoundation- 
phils.com. 


Corrections 


INTHE JAN 2 ISSUE, a Lifestyle article on Page CI—"The best and 
the worst of Philippine art in 2005"—misstated the place where 
the exhibit of young artist Leonardo Aguinaldo was held. The ex- 
hibit was held at the Galeria Duemila—not the Hiraya Gallery. 

IN THE SAME ISSUE, a Lifestyle article—‘Notable books of 
2005"—misstated on Page D3 the name of the Jesuit missionary who 
‘wrote the 17th century manuscript, "History of the Bisayan People, 
Vol. Ш" (UST Publishing House). The manuscript was written by Fr. 
Ignacio Francisco Alcina—not Рт. Pedro Chirino. 

INTHE JAN. 3 ISSUE, a front-page story— For 14th year, Joker is 
Congress ‘Kuripot King"—inisstated the amount that Senators 
Rodolfo Biazon, Miriam Defensor-Santiago and Ramon “Bong” 
Revilla Jr. had spent in taxpayers’ money for foreign travel in 
2004. Biazon spent P382,401 for foreign travel—not P382.4 mil- 
lion; Santiago spent P388,342.40— not P388.3 million, and Re- 
villa spent P76,146.75—not P76 million. 


THe Daity GosPEL 


Wednesday, January 18, 2006 
2nd Week in Ordinary Time 
18 17:32-33, 97, 40-51 
Gospel: Mark 3:1-6 

‘Again Jesus entered the synagogue. A man who had a paralyzed 
hand was there and some people watched Jesus: Would he heal the 
man on the Sabbath? If he did they could accuse him. 

Jesus said to the man with the paralyzed hand, "Stand here in the 
center" Then he asked them, "What does the Law allow us to do on the 
Sabbath? To do good or to do harm? To save life or to КЇЇ?” But they 
were silent. 

Then Jesus looked around at them with anger and deep sadness be- 
cause they had closed their minds. And he said ro the man, “Stretch 
out your hand.” He stretched it out and his hand was healed. But as 
soon as the Pharisees left, they met with Herod's supporters, looking 
for a way to destroy Jesus. 

Commentary 

The Lord has been with David and he goes to kill Goliath with his sling- 
shot. He has protected his sheep from wolves, bandits and is protector and 
defender of the weak. He proclaims aloud to all that there is a God in Is- 
rael and that it is not by the sword or the spear that God saves. And Go- 
Tiath goes down with one shot. Jesus too stands before his enemies who 
are resistant to his Word in the synagogue and commands a man with а 
Shriveled hand to stand up in front with him. He does battle with the 
Word of his mouth, heals the man and cries out that he is about life and 
saving those in pain. And like Goliath, they remain silent, closed against 
hin. 
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Terminate VFA, Miriam urges Congress 


By Philip Tubeza thorities le Congress with “no 
choice” but to terminate the VFA 
and renegotiate a new treaty. 

But Senate Majority Leader 
Francis Pangilinan and Sen. Joker 
‘Arroyo took a diplomatic tack, say- 
ing the Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs should press the US Embassy 
to change its position or arrive at "a 
favorable and just compromise” 
with the US government. 

‘Arroyo said the VFA should 
eventually be revised to correct 


SEN. MIRIAM DEFENSOR-SAN- 
TIAGO YESterday called for the 
termination of the RP-US Visiting 
Forces Agreement. 

Santiago, chair of the Senate 
foreign relations committee and 
cochair ofthe Legislative Oversight 
‘Committee on the VFA (Lovia), 
said the US Embassy's refusal to 
turn over the four Americans 
charged with rape to Philippine au- 


It's official: US 


From page Al 
to keep custody of its soldiers for 
the duration of their trial. 

‘The Department of Foreign Af- 
fairs, which had been negotiating 
with US diplomats on the custody 
issue, disclosed the embassy's re- 
ply yesterday. The DFA said it 
would await advice from the De- 
partment of Justice on its next 
move. 

“In the reply note verbale [No. 
0060] of Jan. 16, the US Embassy 
stated that "having taken full ac- 
count of the position of the gov- 
ernment of the Philippines re- 
garding custody, the US gove 
ment shall continue to exercise 
custody until completion of al ju- 
dicial proceedings, as provided 
for by Article 5, Section 6, of the 
VFA,” the DFA said in a state- 
ment. 


а Philippine position, and appar- 
ently requires no other specific 
action from the Americans. 

It is another document—the 
1999 Senate Resolution No. 
18—which spells out in clearer 
terms the Philippine prerogative 
with regard to “extraordinary 
cases.” 

‘The resolution maintains that 
the Philippines has “the right to 
reject a US request for waiver of 
the Philippine primary jurisdic- 
tion in cases of particul 
tance (to the host state] 
heinous crimes and violations of 
the Dangerous Drugs Act and of 
the Anti-Child Abuse Law. 

Romulo was still in Washing- 
ton yesterday for engagements 
that, the DFA had insisted, were 
not related to the Subic rape 
case. 


Nota setback 

According to Chief State Prose- 
сшог Jovencito Zuño, the matter 
is now in Dilags court. 

“We'll see what's the reaction 
of the judge,” Zuño said in a 
phone interview. 

Ina Jan. 16 memo faxed to Di- 
lag—which the judge said he re- 
ceived yesterday—Zufio said the 
arrest warrant was “not served” 
for “the reason stated on the note 


“Extraordinary case’ 

Foreign Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo had earlier said the Philip- 
pines should have “actual physi- 
cal custody” of the accused be- 
cause theirs was an “extraordi- 
nary case” wherein the Philippine 
government could take hold of 
them as provided for in the VFA. 

But the 1998 treaty merely 
states that the US government 
"shall take into full account" such 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


provisions disadvantageous to 
the Philippines. 

Santiago said: "We cannot let 
our people down. The expecta- 
tions [were] very high that the US 
[would surrender the accused]. 
Ме are equal states. And this is 
not the way to treat a co-equal or 
even a valued ally.” 

‘She said the Lovfa would meet 
on Friday to formulate the resolu- 
tion calling for a renegotiation, 
which could be approved by the 


Says no 


verbale" from the US Embassy. 

The US Embassy took custody 
ofthe accused soldiers—six in all, 
but two мее later 
cleared—shorty after the alleged 
rape. It invoked Article 5 of the 
VFA, which allows US authorities 
to hold the accused until the end 
ofthe judicial proceedings. 

The Philippines’ request for 
custody cited the same Article 5, 
which also provides that “con- 
finement or detention by Philip- 
pine authorities of US military 
personnel shall be carried out in 
facilities agreed on by appropri- 
ate Philippine and [US] authori- 
ties.” 

The US Embassy responded to 
the Now. 16 request for custody 
three days after Dilag issued an 
arrest warrant for the four ac- 
cused, or on Jan. 13. 

But Olongapo Prosecutor Pru- 
dencio Jalandoni appeared un- 
fazed by the embassy's reply. 

interviewed yesterday at the 
DOJ office in Manila, Jalandoni 
said that as far as they were con- 
cerned, “the development is not a 
setback for the prosecution.” 

Jalandoni said his office would 
focus on speeding up the arraign- 
‘ment of the four Marines as soon as 
the petition for review filed by the 
Filipino lawyers of Carpentier, Sik- 


Senate and the House as early as 
next week. 

"The resolution will then be sub- 
mitted to President Macapagal- 
Arroyo for her to decide whether 
to implement it, Santiago said. 

If the President approves it, the 
country will have to wait for six 
months before the VFA "automati- 
cally terminates,” she said, adding: 

“This will all now depend on 
whether President Arroyo will re- 
spect the sense of the Philippine 


He also said it was in the interest 
of the defense lawyers to have the 
case resolved as soon as possible. 

Dilag said the case could drag 
if the DOJ gave due course to ће 
petition for review. A review 
takes 60 days. 


Taking offense 

Jalandoni seid he had leamed 
that US Embassy officials “felt of- 
fended” that an arrest warrant was 
issued despite ongoing diplomatic 
negotiations on the custody issue. 

But Corporal Smith's lawyer, 
Benjamin Formoso, as well as 
other defense lawyers Francisco 
Rodrigo and John Coluso, said 
they were not aware of the note 
verbale. 

Formoso had filed a motion to 
reconsider а judicial determina- 
tion of probable cause in the 
charge. 

Jalandoni, for his part, is seek- 
ing a reconsideration of the drop- 
ping of the charge against the Fil- 
ipino driver of the accused, Timo- 
teo Soriano Л. 

The accused are “restricted” toa 
‘one-story, air-conditioned building 
with bedrooms, а kitchen, and din- 
ing and living areas at the back of 
the US Embassy compound facing 
Manila Bay according to Undersec- 


House adopting ConCom proposals 


From page Al 
the parliamentary system in place 
by June. 

But in the lower chamber, it 
was all business. 

Moving swiftly, the House com- 
mittee on constitutional amend- 
ments adopted by a vote of 29-10 a 
‘working draft of proposed changes 
to the Charter to shift the country 
from the presidential to the parlia- 
mentary system. 


President GMA also PM 

The 36-page draft contains sev- 
еп "amendments" that substantial- 
ly overhaul the 1987 Constitution. 
promulgated under the adminis- 
tration of Corazon Aquino. 

The seven proposed changes 
include adopting the parliamen- 
tary system, an option for the 
scrapping of the scheduled elec- 
tions next year and extending the 
terms of office of elective officials 
to 2010, establishment of a uni 
cameral legislature and the abol 
tion of the Senate, and lifting re- 
strictions on foreign investments. 


The amendments were basically 
taken from the ConCom’s draft 
Constitution sent to Congress last 
December and approved during 
Saturdays caucus of the ruling 
Lakas-Christian Muslim 
Democrats. But because the Con- 
Com report was not properly trans- 
mitted to Congress, administration 
allies said the ConCom draft would 
serve simply as a reference. 

Ms Arroyo created the ConCom. 
in August in the midst of impeach- 
ment proceedings against her in 
the House. In September, her al- 
lies junked the impeachment com. 
plaint that stemmed from disclo- 
sures in the Virgilio Garcillano 
wiretaps suggesting she rigged the 
2004 presidential election. 

Rep. Constantino Jaraula of Ca- 
gayan de Oro, committee chair, said 
the draft was an updated version of 
the proposed amendments adopted 
by the panel last December. 

Parafaque Rep. Eduardo Zial- 
cita said the committee's report 
to the House committee on rules 
last December would likely be 
pulled out to be properly updated 
with the provisions in ће work- 
ing draft adopted yesterday. 


Mysterious redrafting 
"That's an old draft. You have to 
understand that we've been dis- 


Draftan updated version 
‘The draft also contains a propos- 
al for the 58-year-old Ms Arroyo to 
remain in office until her current 
term ends in 2010, serving both as 
President and prime minister. 


cussing this already for two years," 
said Zialcita. “That draft still does 
not contain the provisions that we 
in the party, Lakas, came up with. 
(These) have to be incorporated in 
the working draft.” 

‘Article 18, containing the tran- 
sitory provisions in the working 
draft, proposes that incumbent 
lawmakers be automatic mem- 
bers ofthe interim parliament un- 
til June 30, 2007. 

"However, if in the plebiscite for 
the ratification of the foregoing pro- 
posed amendments, the people shall 
decide to set the first elections under 
the parliamentary system to the sec- 
ond Monday of May 2010, then the 
Interim Parliament shall be extend- 
ed until June 30, 2010," reads Sec- 
tion 3 of the transitory provisions. 

"The mysterious redrafting of 
the proposed constitutional 
amendments from only 14 pages 
їп December to 36 pages in Jan- 
wary shows an unseen, powerful 
hand intervening in this sacro- 
sanct duty of the House,” said 
Parañaque Rep. Койо Golez. 

Golez and other opposition 
members would not buy the ex- 
planation that the changes made 
to the committee's proposal were 
the result of mere "styling" as Ja- 
таша said. 

Golez said the old draft did not 


have the noelecion scenario, 
which had been rejected. "Now, it 
has No-El as an option," Golez said. 


ConCom draft only reference 
The ConCom's proposed draft 
was officially junked after Golez 
and Makati Rep. Teodoro Locsin Jr. 
pointed out that it had not been 
properly referred to the House. 

Locsin said the only way it 
could be tackled would be when 
individual congressmen pro- 
posed specific amendments from 
the output of the 55-member 
commission. 

Locsin moved that the Con- 
Com proposal be removed from 
the matrix of proposed provisions 
given to committee members. 

Jaraula obliged and ruled that 
the ConCom proposal be made a 
теге reference for congressmen. 
‘There were no objections. 

Aso fueling fears of the creep- 
ing effort to push Charter change 
were the slow deliberations on 
the P1.05-trillion budget for 
2006 at the House. 


Budget delay 

Noting that the coincidence 
was too glaring, Senate leaders 
yesterday raised the possibility 
that some congressmen were de- 
laying its passage in the hopes of 
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Congress.” 

But Senator Arroyo said: “think 
ме should first explore the possi- 
bility of the two countries agree- 
ing. Ies too early [to terminate the 
УРА]. This is diplomacy, and diplo- 
macy means that we first talk. 

"We can't go on this way. It is to 
the United States’ interests that 
they relent on this..." 

‘Arroyo also said the President 
might not be up to standing up to 
the Americans. 


"The Philippine position will 
depend on the will of the govern- 
ment to assert its position, and I 
have doubts whether it will. You 
know, President Arroyo is so 
"weak that she'll be under pres- 
sure from the Americans not to 
press this too much,” he said. 

Pangilinan said Foreign Secre- 
tary Alberto Romulo should sum- 
mon US Embassy officials and im- 
press on them that the Philip- 
pines should have custody. 


Mission accomplished 


LAWYERS FROM THE CHILD 
Justice League (СЛ) led by Ka- 
trina Legarda will stop provid- 
ing legal services to the com- 
plainant because their work is 
done. 

Acting Social Welfare Secre- 
tary Lualhati Pablo made the 
announcement yesterday after 
talking to members of the CJL, 
а nonstock, nonprofit group 
chaired by Legarda. 

The Department of Social 
Welfare and Development had 
earlier entered into an agree- 
ment with the CJL to provide le- 
gal services to abused children. 

Shortly after learning of the 
Subic case last year, Legarda 
offered her services to the com- 
plainant for free. The DSWD 
also invoked the agreement 
with Legarda after the com- 
plainant’s parents sought help 
in filing the case. 

Pablo told the Inquirer that 
the agreement with Legarda 


and the CJL was “only until the 
filing of the charges” against 
the US Marines. 

“It was very important that 
the case be filed. Attorney 
Legarda has completed what 
she agreed to do,” Pablo said. 


Promise fulfilled 
According to Pablo, the com- 
and her family were “up- 
set” by the development but must 
now decide whether they would 
Took for other lawyers or convince 
Legarda to continue to help them. 

Legarda's colleague, Miner- 
va Ambrosio, said her services 
and that of the other lawyers 
‘was limited to the preliminary 
investigation stage. 

“We have fulfilled our 
promise to see to it that a 
charge was filed against the 
servicemen,” Ambrosio said 
when reached on her mobile 
phone yesterday. With a re- 
port from Cynthia D. Balana 


retary Zosimo Paredes, executive 
director of the Presidential Com- 
mission on the VFA. 

In a text message from Zam- 
boanga City, the mother of the 
22-year-old complainant said the 
family was saddened to learn that 
the US Embassy had refused to 


relinquish custody of the four 
Marines. 

“We hope the government will 
take serious action to serve the 
warrant of arrest,” the mother 
said. "We are continuously hop- 
ing that this case will be resolved 
and won by the Filipino people." 


reenacting and using portions of 
the 2005 budget to buy support. 
for Charter change. 

"you cannot help but come to 
that conclusion,” Senate Presi- 
dent Franklin Drilon said, stress- 
ing that a reenacted budget 
would give the President leeway 
“to realign” items of last year’s 
budget. 

“T think they're delaying this 
budget so that more projects 
could be distributed to push the 
proposed shift to parliamentary 
government,” said Sen. Manuel 
Villar Jr, chair of the committee 
on finance. 

“The coincidence between the 
push for amendments to the Con- 
stitution and the delay in the pas- 
sage of the budget is too hard to 
ignore,” he added. 

‘The senators appeared riled by 
reports that the House committee 
оп appropriations did not set any 
hearing on the budget measure 
this week even as the Senate 
‘committee of the whole resumed 
its budget hearings yesterday. 


‘Siamese twins 

“How do you get the votes (for 
Cha-cha) in the House? Use it 
(budget) as leverage” administra- 
tion Senator Arroyo said in a 
briefing. “The Cha-cha and the 


budget, they are Siamese twins." 

Drilon explained that should 
the 2005 budget be reenacted, 
the President has the discretion 
to realign some items in it, "espe- 
cially їп the capital expenses 
where the project has already 
been terminated." 

In effect, funds would be real- 
located for projects that had been 
completed last year, Senate Mi- 
nority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 
Jr. said. 

“Projects that are programmed 
for 2006 cannot be implemented 
yet, but the available funds can 
be used for pork barrel projects. 
In other words, they can use the 
money to buy the support of 
members of Congress who want 
tobe bought,” he said. 

"The senators lamented that as 
things stood, the P13-billion in- 
crease in the pay of 1.4 million. 
government employees incorpo- 
rated in the 2006 budget was al- 
ready delayed. 

Drilon said he wasn't “very op- 
timistic" that the General Appro- 
priations Act would be passed by 
March 31 in view of the House 
decision to forego hearings this 
week. With reports from Philip 
C. Tübeza, Christine О. Aven- 
daño and Jhunnex Napallacan, 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


PARIS—THAT A NEW GENERA- 
tion of women are claiming pow- 
er on all continents is now evi- 
dent with the swearing in of 
Ellen Johnson Sirleaf as presi- 
dent of Liberia and the weekend. 
victory of Michelle Bachelet in 
Chile. 

Elected women leaders—in- 
cluding such iron-fisted prime 
ministers as India's Indira Gandhi 
and Britain's formidable Margaret. 
"Thatcher—have played important 
roles on the world stage for more 
than a quarter-century. 

In Europe and Asia, the Amer- 
icas and Australia, women of the 
Left and Right have held office as 
head of states and governments, 
but many cut lone figures on a 
political scene overwhelmingly 
dominated by men. 

The simultaneous arrival of 
Bachelet, 54, as Chiles first wom- 
an leader, and Sirleaf, 67, as 
Africa's first ever elected woman 
head of state, suggests that a new 
trend may be at work. 


In Europe, the last few months 
saw Angela Merkel emerge as 
Germany's first woman chancel- 
lor, while Finland's Tarja Halo- 
пеп looked set for reelection as 
president following a strong 
first-round performance at the 
weekend. 

Women presidents already 
hold office in Ireland and Latvia, 
while a woman, Segolene Royal, 
has emerged as the clear front- 
runner to be the opposition So- 
cialist Party's candidate in 
France's 2007 presidential elec- 
tion. 

In Asia, several strong women 
leaders have emerged in the past 
five years—President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo of the Philip- 
pines, Begum Khaleda Zia, elect- 
ей prime minister of Muslim-ma- 
jority Bangladesh for a second 
time in 2001, and Prime Minister 
Helen Clark, who has governed 
New Zealand since 1999. 

Even Africa, where women 
were long excluded from poli 


callife, currently has two female 
prime ministers: Maria do Car- 
mo Silveira of Sao Tome et 
Principe and Luisa Diogo of 
Mozambique. 

In the United States, the 
prospect of a woman succeeding 
'US President George W. Bush is 
mo longer taboo, with both 
Democrat Sen. Hillary Clinton 
and Secretary of State Con- 
doleezza Rice seen as strong pos- 
sible contenders. 

US First Lady Laura 
Bush—who led a high-level dele- 
gation to Liberia for Sirleaf's in- 
auguration on Monday—had 
said she expected to see a wom- 
an president of the United States 
within the next decade. 

“1 think it will happen for 
sure," Bush told CNN television 
on Friday, immediately mention- 
ing Rice when asked to suggest 
names. 

Rice—whose election as a 
black woman would be a double 
first for the country—has been 


Enter new generation of women leaders 


repeatedly named in Republican 
circles as a possible candidate, 
although she insists she has no 
White House ambitions. 


Beacon of hope 

Laura Bush, who was to con- 
tinue to Ghana and Nigeria on a 
tour focused on the work of 
African women, hailed Sirleaf, a 
Harvard-educated former World 
Bank official, as а beacon of 
hope for her sex. 

“The centerpiece, really, of 
this trip is women's empower- 
ment, with Ellen Johnson Sirleaf 
asa shining example for all of us, 
for women around the world, 
mot just women on her conti- 
nent,” Bush told reporters on her 
way to Liberia. 

Worldwide, the number of 
women in politics is steadily rising, 
although they remain severely un- 
derrepresented, according 10 
Karine Jabre, a Swiss researcher 
who has studied the place of wom- 
en in parliaments since 1945. 


d 


their male counterparts. 

As Africa's first elected head of 
state, Sirleaf has argued that 
women had a central role to play 
in restoring hope to one of the 
world's most failed states, ru- 
ined by 14 years of civil war. 

“The women of Liberia and 
the women of Africa, we must .. 
succeed, and we will,” she told 
the hundreds of women who 
came to support her ahead of her 
inauguration, AFP 


ELLEN Johnson-Sirleaf of Liberia. 


“In 1995, women made up 
11.8 percent of all lower houses 
of parliament, rising to 13.4 per- 
cent in 2000 and 16.2 percent in 
2005," she said. 


Social issues 

Despite notable exceptions, 
such as the  tough-minded 
Thatcher, Jabre's study also sug: 
gested that women in positions 
of power tended to put a greater 
priority on social issues than 
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The Center offers to patients a wide range of 


24 Years of the Lung Center of the Philippines qt Б р Shortcourse (DOTS) Program for iberelosis 
EXCELLENCE IN THE MANAGEMENT 4 s s 
OF PULMONARY DISEASES AZ 32323L0 £L, ary Paten Cere Comes First 


By: Rey L. Quiason, Jr. & Vangie Aqnino-Quiason 


The Lung Center of the Philippines (LCP), 
aller being razed to the ground several years 
ago, has risen from the ashes and has regained its 
leadership role in the treatment. care, and management 
of lung ailments, from the common cough to the most 
severe form of respiratory problems. 

The Center is celebrating its 24th anniversary at a 
time when its services are in greater demand. Blame 
the rising incidence of lung ailments to the growing 
pollution of our environment. 

Studies show that respiratory diseases have 
increased. particularly in the urban arcas, due largely to 
air pollution. Emissions of gases and solid particulates 
from motor vehicles and factories, as well as cigarette 
smoking, have bcen cited as having contributed to 
breathing problem: 

Itis thus not surprising that the Center has adopted 
as its anniversary theme “Ugnayan sa Kalusugan. 
Kalikasan at Kapaligiran" to recognize the role of the 
environment in overall health. 

The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates 
that lung diseases, especially tuberculosis (TB) and 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD), are 
among the world’s leading killers. These two discases 
are caused by unsanitary surroundings, polluted air, 
and cigarette smoking. 

In the Philippines, TB is reportedly the sixth 
leading cause of death from disease while in developed 
countries like the United States, COPD ranks fourth as 
a leading killer illness. 

"The Lung Center is not, however, fazed by U 
enormity of the problem. Dr. Juanito A. Rubio, 
Executive Director of the Center, says that while the 
situation has become more complex, efforts to meet 
lung diseases and breathing problems still remain as 
its priority 

"Today, the Center is responding more aggressively 
to the challenges of treating and managing lung 
diseases,” Dr. Rubio said. "Our physicians here 
continue their quest for excellence in lung and other 
chest diseases, whatever the situation.” 


Aiming for Excellence 

“AT this point in time, we aim to make the LCP the 
premier Center for lung diseases that will be able to extend 
its influence all over the Philippines, particularly in the 
excellence ofits services, and the quality and responsiveness 
ofits research and training,” Dr. Rubio added. 

To attain this dream, the LCP executive director 
explained that the Center will undertake researches 
“that will make the treatment of lung diseases better, 
simpler. more efTective and more affordable.” 

“We will also continue to train people, so that we 
could be able to place pulmunologists in all comers of 
the Philippines and in all major hospitals,” he said. 

The leadership of the Lung Center recognizes the 
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Expert Anesthesiologists 


Аз the Lung Comer of the Philippines observes its uh Anniversary, 


services in lung and other chest ailments. Aside 
from asthma, tuberculosis, and other pulmonary 
infections, it also provides services in carly 
lung cancer detection and treatment, and smoke 
cessation. In order to help patients, the Center 
provides free chest x-ray every 6 months (up to 75 
years of age) and free pulmonary function test. 

There is also a unit on obstructive sleep apnea, 
а dangerous breathing condition wherein a person 
usually stops breathing while asleep. The unit has а 
staff of 14 technicians, and two specialists headed by 
Dr. Virginia S. dclos Reyes, who just came back from 
her recent training at the Stanford University. 

The major medical services of the Center are 
provided by five Departments: Pulmonary Medicine, 
Thoracic Surgery and Anesthesia, Radiology, Pathology 
and Laboratory, and the Emergency Room-Outpatient, 

The Center also maintains a Public Health and 
Domiciliary Unit (PHDU) that serves as the public 
arm of the Outpatient Department. It has its own 
staff and its activities are focused on preventive and 
promotional programs among ambulant patients, 
health workers and the general public. The TB 
Control Program, for example. is one such program 
of the unit. 

As far as the spacious lobby is concerned, it was 
refurbished and transformed into an extended art 
gallery. The paintings donated by established and 
aspiring painters in the past and installed in the various 
parts of the building were gathered and displayed in 
onc place at the lobby for greater protection, as well 
ats appreciation by visitors and patients alike. 


Sustaining the Center's Operations 

ond these physical improvements is the 
significant rise in morale of the Center's employees 
and the growing number of local and foreign 
physicians who serve as visiting consultants. 

То motivate the employees, incentives have been. 
identified and increased. not necessarily through 
salary adjustments but additional benefits through 
the collective burgaining agreement between the 
employee association and the hospital management, 
Trainings оп entreprencurial activities among 
employees have also been encouraged 10 ensure 
additional sources of income. 

Dr. Rubio stressed that by improving the 
capabilities of the Center's employees in related 
concerns, "we do not intend to sacrifice quality 
healtheare for our patients. 

“As a corporate hospital, we really have to earn so 
that we could operate.” he added. Beinga government 
hospital. budgetary support is often not enough to 
fully finance the Center's operations and expansion, 
He clarified that the subsidy the Center feceives from 
government is purely for indigent patients. 


LCP: A Brief History 

The Lung Center of the Philippines was officially 
created on January 16, 1981. However, the idea of 
а specialty institution for lung diseases was already 
being entertained as carly as 1974 

The fact that the Quezon Institute was not so 
effective in providing assistance to patients with 
respiratory diseases (with a 48.4 percent yearly death 
rate) spurred the need to create the LCP. Through 
the efforts of the late Enrique M. Garcia, former 
Health Minister, a 12-hectare lot in Quezon City was 
acquired from the National Housing Authority (NHA) 

v construction of the LCP commenced in 1979. 

On January 23, 1982, the Center was inaugurated 
with Dr. Priscilla J. Tablan as йз first Director. She was 
succeeded by Dr. Calixto A. Zaldivar who expanded 


it looks back w that despite the fire that gutted its offices and 
hospital some years ago and the talks about iis abolition, it has survived 
and в poised to do better. 


need for a vision to guide the organization to what it 
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that we focus merely on better ways of treating diseases 
strategic approaches. 


First, the LCP shall provide quality healthcare 
through state-of-the-art facilities by highly competent 
and compassionate staff for the improvement of 
quality of life of the Filipino people. 

Second, the LCP shall provide immediate 
attention to every individual in need, regardless 
of creed, color, sex, socio-economic status and 
political affiliation. 

Dr. Rubio reveals that the Center never 
intends to sacrifice its intention of putting care Гог 
the patients before anything else. Thus, whatever 
subsidy it could get from the government will be 
spent to support charity cases. 

"Third, the LCP shall endeavor to achieve 
financial stability and long-term sustainability 

In this case, the experience of Dr. Rubio as 
а professional hospital administrator and manager 
comes in handy. As a holder of a Master's Degree 
in Hospital Administration from the Ateneo de 
Manila University, he has managed to rationalize the 
operations of the Center in order to raise the needed 
revenues to sustain its operations. 

“We also have to carn and we have to be 
very innovative with our income generation,” the 
Center's head said. While the government was able to 
subsidize the Center to the tune of P205 million last 
year, other sources of funds had to be tapped and the 
management system. of the hospital itself had to be 
more efficient in its operations. 

‘And fourth, the LCP shall be dedicated to lung 
health promotion and advocacy. 


Roberto A. Montevirgen, MD 
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the Center's predominantly servicc-orientation to 
include research, training and education. Following, 
next was Dr. Fernando A. Melendres who continued 
the trailblazing initiatives of his predecessors. 

When the Center was burned down on May 
16, 1998, the vision to develop the Center as the 
country's premier center for lung and other chest 
diseases refused to die. In the face of uncertainties 
Tucled largely by the disaster, the Center's current 
Exceutive Director Dr. Rubio was appointed to head 
the hospital by President Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, 

Dr. Rubio was then Assistant Secretary for 
Management Services of the Department of Healt, 
‘An obstetrician, he gave up the practice in 1989 to 
fully concentrate on hospital administration and 
management. It was his leadership of the llocos 
Training Regional Medical Center that launched him 
into national prominence and which helped prepare 
him for the stewardship of the Lung Center. 

Dr. Rubio, who developed а reputation at 
the Deparment of Health (DOI) as an efective 
iroubleshooter, was expected only to stay at the Lung 
Center temporarily. This temporary stint, however, 
was extended after his retirement as Assistant Health 
Secreta 

He rationalized the structure and operations of the 
Center, and encouraged revenue-yeneratingalternatives 
io help finance the services and the expansion of 
the hospital facilities. With his expertise in financial 
management, he stabilized the Center's cash flow 
and instituted moves to sustain operations without 
sacrificing the quality of services to the patients 


Today, the Center continues to undertake 
community-based programs in cooperation with 


At present, hopes are high among the staff and 
employees of the Center that its current growth will. 
ned and help establish the Lung Center of 


Francisco T. Duque Ш MD M ] 


SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES 
JANUARY 18, 2006 (Wednesday) 


JANUARY 16, 2006 (Monday) 5 Continuation of Free Cline 

* Flag Ceremony TV& Radio Goesting 

* Opening ofthe LCP's Anniversary Exhibit (3:00 am) + Centination of DENR FREE Emission Test of Vehicles (operto the Public 
‘Ceremonial Cutting of Ribbon by Secretary Francisco T. Duque M 8 JANUARY 19,2908 (Thursday) Congressman Nandi Daza and Congresswoman Annia Susana a Speci Gusta 
Dr. Juanito A. Rubio Bia for Heat (500 am) ^ Blood Letiog (tam to 5:90 pm) 

+ нче Choe ~ ЮРО)- PFT, TB Sputum Exam, & Chest X-Ray Launching ө! he “Covenant For a ahy Envroomect” spearbended by * Employees “Fellowship Night 

JANUARY 17, 2008 (Tuesday) DENR. МЫСА Lung Centr and the Quezon City Government (E00 - 1:00am) Coronation of "мса Ms. LCP” 
‘Continuation of Free Cline Groundbreaking ceremonies forthe LCP “Min Forest Park” wiih “JANUARY 22, 200 (Monday) 

* TV Radio Guesting Sec Maa Detensor, MMDA Charman Bayani Fernand. А палкой Mase - ton Q Main Lobby 

7. DENR “Seminar on Proper Maintenance of Motor ve Cong Vincent "Bingòong” Crisologo, Cong. Mat Defensor, Cong. Roque Adlan 1 an Recognition Ries — 1:30 pm Q Main Lobby with 

Personnel В thee Friends) ed Vice Mayor Herbert Basta m Special Guests QC. Mayor Febciano Belmonte ws Guest Speaker 

+ DENR FREE Emission Тен of WhiceniFor LCP Personne & wei F: n aunching of LCP v "Waterinet Upgrading Project" (Lingap Ospital) with 


Mania Water President Antonino T. Aquino as Special Guest 
ed 


JANUARY 2, 200 (Friday) 
TP insaquation ofthe LOP "Bes Pu Preparedness Расу” (0:90 am] wih. 
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From page Al and Best Actress (Film, Musical or 
Comedy) trophies, respectively. 

"Walk the Line" grabbed the 
Best Film (Musical or Comedy) 
honors. Phoenix, Witherspoon 
and Huffman’s victories were 
their first Golden Globe 
awards. 

The evening's first acting hon- 
ors were given to George Clooney 
їп the Best Supporting Actor 
(Film). Clooney quipped, “This is 
too early. I haven't had a drink 
yet" referring to the Golden 
Globes’ legendary party, booze- 
fueled atmosphere at the Beverly 
Hills Hilton. Rachel Weisz, a mur- 
dered diplomats wife in "The 
Constant Gardener," earned the 
Best Supporting Actress (Film) 
trophy. 

Also celebrating its first Gold- 
en Globe victory is Palestine’s 
“Paradise Now,” a timely drama 
about the last two days of two sui- 
cide bombers, that eared the 
Best Foreign Language Film hon- 
by Mary-Louise Parker of ors. It beat out China, which had 
"Weeds" who won the Best Ac- two nominees (“Kung Fu Hustle" 
tress (Musical or Comedy ТУ Se- and "The Promise”), France 
ries) defeating all four “Desper- (Joyeux Noel”) and South Africa 
ate Housewives" Huffman, Teri ("Tsotsi"). 


Hatcher, Marcia Cross and Eva 
Longoria. Party of theyear 
John Williams, whose last 
IstGolden Globe awardees Golden Globe win was 23 years 
Joaquin Phoenix and Reese ago for "ET," won again with 
Witherspoon, the leads in the Best Original Score for his lush 
Johnny Cash biopic “Walk the music for “Memoirs of a Geisha." 
Line,” took home the Best Actor Anthony Hopkins was hon- 


BI throws 


From page Al 


(апу McMurtry and Diana Os- 
sana) and Best Original Song CA 
Love That Will Never Grow Old," 
by Gustavo Santaolalla and 
Bernie Taupin). 

"The strong support for “Broke- 
back” from the 90-plus members 
of the Hollywood Foreign Press 
Association, which votes on and 
hands out the Golden Globe 
Awards, boosted the film's 
chances in the coming Oscar 
Awards. 

"Brokebacks" Heath Ledger 
was shut out by Philip Seymour 
Hoffman, who won the Best Actor 
(Film, Drama) for his compelling 
performance as celebrated аш. 
thor Truman Capote ín "Capote." 
Felicity Huffman triumphed as 
Best Actress (Film, Drama) for 
her portrayal of a pre-operation 
transsexual (male to female) in 
“Transamerica.” 

‘The nights biggest upset was 


Since Ressa is a Filipino, she 
does not need to get a work per- 
mit from the BI in order to be em- 
ployed, he added. 

‘The complaint was filed by Lita 
Montilla, who said she used to be 
the director and senior producer of 
ABS-CBN's International Broad- 
cast Services Group. She is among 
former ABS-CBN people suing the 
network for illegal dismissal. 

ABS-CBN branded the depor- 
tation case “a clear issue of ha- 
rassment.” 


the complaint, saying Ressa, an 
international broadcast journal- 
ist, was already a Filipino. 

Immigration Commissioner 
Alipio Fernandez Jr. said that 
Ressa—who is also an American 
citizen—acquired dual citizen- 
ship on Dec. 14, 2004 and was is- 
sued an identification certificate 
оп Jan. 10, 2005. 

Hence, Ressa (whose full name. 
is Maria Angelita) is a Filipino 
and does not fall under the BI's 
mandate, Fernandez said. 

“We have no jurisdiction over 
Filipinos,” Fernandez said. 


Natural-born Filipinos 
Under Republic Act No. 9225, 
natural-born Filipinos who later 


US Immigration 
WORRIES 


in the pursuit of 
your American Dream? 
Discuss your options with Atty. K.D. 
Bui, an American Immigration Lawyer. 
The reasonable consultancy fees will 
be applied toward future Immigration 
legal services. 


For appointment contact Melissa Do 
at 28flr. The Enterprise Center, Tower 2, 
6766 Ayala Avenue, Makati City. 
Tel. (02) 8493967 Fax (02)8865008. 


We are not a recruitment agency. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Inquirer goes to 63rd Golden Globe Awards 


огей with the Cecil B. DeMille 
lifetime achievement award. 
Hopkins, who was introduced by 
his "Proof" costar, Gwyneth Pal 
пом, exclaimed: “Tm not 
through yet!” 

In the TV categories, the "Des- 
perate Housewives” may have 
lost to Parker in the Best Actress 
race, but their show won the Best 
Ту Comedy or Musical series. 
"Lost" earned a Globe in the Best 
‘TV Drama Series. 

As hinted by Clooney in his ac- 
ceptance speech, the Golden 
Globe Awards, while growing in 
prestige in recent years, had re- 
tained its reputation as Holly- 
wood's party of the year. Small 
‘Moet & Chandon champagne bot- 
Чез were being passed around on 
the red carpet, even before the. 
tendees had reached the main 
ballroom, 


Husbands on the sidelines 

“Memoirs of a Geisha” star Ziyi 
Zhang, in a flowing green gown, 
was easily the nights fashion 
standout. Ang Lee was modest 
when asked by this reporter on 
the red carpet about “Broke- 
Басі" chances. 

William Macy, the acclaimed 
actor-husband of Huffman, 
smiled from the sidelines and let 
his wife get the paparazzi treat- 
ment, for a change. “I am enjoy- 
ing this,” he remarked. 

Also glad to be out of the pa- 


become citizens of another coun- 
try can apply for dual citizenship 
because they are deemed not to 
have lost their Philippine citizen- 
ship. 

Ressa was Jakarta bureau chief 
of the US network CNN before 
joining ABS-CBN. 

Her latest job has not been 
without controversy. 

Tt was under Resse's helm that 
the company downsized its news 
and current affairs staff last year. 


Montilla unconvinced 

Ressa was also in the news re- 
cently when she denied that 
ABS-CBN's decision to axe the 
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parazzi limelight was Kevin Ba- 
соп, whose wife, Kyra Sedgwick, 
was nominated for Best Actress, 
TV Drama series. "This is the 
best," Bacon told us as he waited 
on the sidelines for Sedgwick to 
finish her red carpet walk. 


Goody bags 

The night's grand party atmo- 
sphere continued with five big af- 
ter-parties, all held simultane- 
ously at the grounds of the Bever- 
ly Hills Hilton. 

The best party was tendered by 
Warner Bros. and InStyle. Filled 
with Hollywood A-listers, flowing 
wine and a rocking live band pro- 
vided the loose and carefree at- 
mosphere 

‘Coming a close second was the 
joint party of Universal, Focus 
Features and NBC. The entire top 
floor of a parking garage was con- 
verted into a lush oasis. 

HBO staked its usual party 
site—the hotel poolside. The film 
company 20th Century Fox took 
over the Stardust Room at the ho- 
tels top floor. The Weinstein 
Company celebrated at the leg- 
endary hangout of old Holly- 
wood, Trader Vic's. 

By theend of the evening, most 
guests were lugging around 
goodie bags filled with articles es- 
timated to cost at least $1,500. 
The show's 50-plus presenters re- 
ceived goodie bags with items 
costing at least $62,000. 


Film: 


Mountain 


Hoffman, “Capote” 


"Walk the Line" 


Line” 


Clooney, “Syriana” 


Mountain” 


Mountain" 


Original Song: 


Television: 


"House" 


And the winner is se 


Film, Drama: "Brokeback. 


Actress, Drama: Felicity 
Huffman, “Transamerica” 
‘Actor, Drama: Philip Seymour 


Film, Musical or Comedy: 


‘Actress, Musical or Comedy: 
Reese Witherspoon, “Walk the 


‘Actor, Musical or Comedy: 
Joaquin Phoenix, "Walk the Line" 
Foreign Language Film: 
“Paradise Now," Palestine 
Supporting Actress: Rachel 
Welsz, "The Constant Gardener" 
Supporting Actor: George 


Director: Ang Lee, "Brokeback 


Screenplay: Larry McMurtry 
and Diana Ossana, “Brokeback 


Original Score: John Williams, 
Memoirs of a Geisha" 

Love That 
Will Never Grow Old" from 
"Brokeback Mountain" by Gusta- 
уо Santaolalla and Bernie Taupin 


Drama series: "Lost" 
Actress, Drama: Geena Davis, 
"Commander in Chief” 
Actor, Drama: Hugh Laurie, 


Musical or Comedy: 


re 
| 
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YN 
Me 
? 
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“READY when youare, Cecil,” 
Anthony Hopkins ends his 
remarks after he received the 
Ceci B. de Mile Life Achievement 
Award, which honors his body of 
мойсоп т over 40 years. 
“Desperate Housewives” 

Actress, Musical or Comedy: 
Mary-Louise Parker, "Weeds" 

Actor, Musical ог Comedy: 
Steve Carell, "The Office" 

Miniseries or TV Movie: 
“Empire alls" 

Actress, Miniseries or TV 
Movie: S. Epatha Merkerson, 
“Lackawanna Blue: 

Actor, Miniseries or TV Movie: 
Jonathan Rhys-Meyers, "ЕМ" 

Supporting Actress: Sandra 
Oh, “Grey's Anatomy" 

Supporting Actor: Paul New- 
man, "Empire Falls" 

Cecil В. DeMille Award: Antho- 
nyHopkins Ruben Nepales 


JANET NEPHESCONTRIBUTOR 


show "Magandang Gabi, Bayan," 
made popular by Vice President 
Noli de Castro, had something to 
do with De Castro's support of 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. 

Montilla refused to accept Fer- 
nandez's statements. 

“Т doubt very much what Alipio 
Fernandez is saying,” Montilla said. 
"USA-American" 

She said the latest travel 
record she got from the Bl 
showed that Ressa's nationality 
wes listed as "USA-American." 
She said even BI regulation chief 
Edgardo Mendoza was not aware 
of Ressa's dual citizenship. 


tilla said. 


No inconsistency 


zenship. 


dual ci 


“When I was getting the travel 
records for my complaint, Gary 
Mendoza told me that all of my 
efforts would be moot and aca- 
demic if Maria Ressa applies for 
dual citizenship. Why would he 
say ‘if she applies for citizenship" 
ifshe had already applied?" Mon- 


She said she was surprised 
when Fernandez later said that 
Ressa had applied for dual citi- 


Mendoza told the Inquinen he 
really was not aware of Ressa's 
nship because such ap- 


out alien rap vs ABS-CBN's news head Maria Ressa 


plications were handled by an- 
other division. 

"Those with dual citizenship. 
can use both or either of their 
passports,” Mendoza sid. 


Upgrading operations 

In its statement, ABS-CBN said 
Montilla was not an employee 
but merely “someone who used 
to sell news materials’ from 
ABS-CBN to international broad- 
cast networks. 

"The departure of Montilla 
from ABS-CBN is only part of the 
process of upgrading newsroom 
operations which began last 
year," itsaid. 


Parrot blamed for breakup: It squawked . . . 


From page Al 


25-year-old call center worker Suzy Collins 


dust—said the penny dropped when the cou- 
ple were snuggled up on the sofa before 
Christmas. 


that she was having a 4-month fling with a 


former colleague when the pet blurted out: 
“Сагу, I love you,” British newspapers report- 


ed Tuesday 


The bird had previously said, “Hiya, Gary" 
when Collins’ mobile phone rang and made 
kissing noises when the name was mentioned 
оп radio or television, but its owner, Chris 
northern England, 


Taylor, from Leeds, 
laughed it off. 


But the computer programmer—who 


Moment of truth 

“We were watching telly [television] when 
Ziggy blurted ош, 1 ove you, Gary’ in Suzy's 
voice. I started laughing but when 1 looked at 
Suzy, I could tell something was up. Her face 
was like beet root and she started to cry,” the 
30-year-old said. 

“felt sick to my stomach. She told me that 
she'd been seeing someone she'd met at work 
called Gary and that she wanted to finish with 


bought the bird as a chick and named it after те. 


singer David Bowie's alter ego, Ziggy Star- 


"She said she was going to tell me anyway 


but she didn’t know how and couldn't find the 
right time. I've no idea who this Gary is. 1 was 
devastated. Suzy left that night and I've not 
seen her since. 


Goodbye, Ziggy 

“She came back to collect her stuff when 1 
was out. 1 hope I never see her again.” 

Collins told newspapers she was not proud 
of her actions but admitted she never liked 
Ziggy in the first place. 

Taylor—already divested оГ 
friend—has now given away Ziggy. 

“I couldn't get him to stop saying that 
bloody name ... what else could 1 do?" he 
said. AFP 


а girl- 


Payback time: Fil-Am doctors return home 


From page Al 


to bring medical services to far-flung 


provinces. 


usually by land or air. But there are several 
towns that have no access to medical help ex- 
cept by sea or water,” he said at a press confer- 
ence. 
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The РЕР and the Philippine Coast Guard's 
ВАР Pampanga, normally used for search and 
rescue operations, set sail for Palawan yester- 
day afternoon to provide free medical ser- 
vices and health education to residents of 
Coron. 


Hospital ship 

The vessel has been tumed into a 
‘well-equipped hospital ship, carrying at least 
35 volunteer doctors and part of the $7.7 mil- 
lion in medical supplies and equipment do; 
nated by PFE 

Herbosa said the hospital ship would be 
very useful in an archipelago like the Philip- 
pines. 

"When medical missions are conducted, it's 


He said people who get sick in far-flung 
provinces usually have to travel hours just to 
зее а medical professional. 


Surgery 

‘The 10 foreign and at least 25 Filipino doc- 
tors joining the mission will offer a host of 
medical services, including general surgery 
and eye operations. 

‘The surgical team will be performing most 
of its work at the Coron hospital. Montero 
said some members of the team would try to 
conduct minor surgery aboard the ship if the 
waters were calm. 

The PCG's search and rescue ships 
like the BRP Pampanga are equipped 
with facilities like operating tables and 


surgical lights. 


Next stop, Camiguin 

After its stop in Coron, which would end 
Jan. 22, the BRP Pampanga is scheduled to go 
to Camiguin, where Montero said officials 
had been requesting a medical mission. 

For his part, the PCG commandant, Vice Ad- 
miral Arthur Gosingan, acknowledged that a 
‘medical mission was a worthy cause but mount- 
ing one was not easy because of the cost. 

Fortunately, organizers of this particular 
medical mission have been able to gather the 
necessary resources, according to Gosingan. 

Also making the mission possible was the 
16,000 liters of fuel donated by the Pilipinas 
Shell Foundation for the Coron mission. The 
fuel is worth about half a million pesos. 

“ез an accomplishment to put it together 
with no budget and no money except big 
hearts,” Herbosa said. 


RP nurses to infuse young blood 
into Hawaii health care system 


From page AL 


‘The agreement is aimed at improve nursing 
instruction at UNP KCC nursing instructors 
will send instructors to Vigan while the UNP 


board examinations in Hawaii. 

"Most importantly, they would be taught 
communication skills, which are severely 
lacking among our students,” Refuerzo 
said. 
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will send its nursing instructors to Hawaii for 


training. 


Dr. Susan Refuerzo, ез 


the UNP nursing program, said KCC would 


Under the MOA, selected UNP nursing stu- 
dents will be sent as interns to KCC. 

Dennis Kawarahada, assistant nursing 
dean of KCC, said 40 percent of KCC nursing 
students were of Filipino heritage. 

Hawaii state records show that more than 


conduct reviews for UNP nursing students 
зо they could pass state and other pursing 


1,000 graduates of nursing schools in the 
Philippines are working as nurses їп Hawaii, 


Lingle said her state would not have sur- 
vived without Filipino health professionals. 


Critical role 

“Pilipino nurses and caregivers play a cri 
cal role. The health care system [їп Hawaii] 
could not have functioned without the Fil- 
ipinos," she said, 

The MOA was worked out by Hawaii State 
Rep. Dennis Irakaki for three years. 

"АЙ of the past agreements were just flow- 
сту words on paper but these would become 
flowers that would bear fruit," Irakaki said, 
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Airlines buck $5 security 
fee, say it’s gov't's burden 


By Nikko Dizon 


‘THE INTERNATIONAL AIR TRANSPORTA- 
tion Association (IATA), the trade association 
representing the international airline indus- 
try, has criticized the $5 (P260) security fee 
proposed by the Manila International Airport. 
Authority (Miaa). 

According to TATA, the cost of the security 
enhancements in international airports 
should be shouldered by the state, referring to 
the Philippine government, and not the flying 
public, the Airline Operators Council (AOC) 
said yesterday. 

Santi Medrana Ш, AOC vice chair, told the 
Iuouinen in а phone interview that the AOC 
consulted ТАТА opinion on the matter while 
the Mina conducted public hearings on it last 
year. 

Medrana said the AOC received IATAS reply 
in December. 


OFWs excluded 

‘The Miaa planned to charge passengers, 
except Overseas Filipino Workers (OFWs), 
with a security fee that would be used “to fi 
nance the further upgrading” of the security 
system of the Ninoy Aquino International Air- 
port (Naia). 

‘The Miaa aims to collect an estimated $14 
million annually from the security fee. 

Ina statement released last year, the ait- 
port authority had said the revenue would 
be used for security enhancements such as 
the installation of a broad CCTV security 
system and a building intruder alarm sys- 
tem; the establishment of a centralized ac- 
cess system and a wider fiber optic пе 
work; upgrading all checkpoints; the pur- 
chase of protective gears; implementing а 
passenger profiling п; and the 
Strengthening perimeter arca. 

The Miaa had conducted two public 
hearings, where по objections were 
raised against the imposition of a securi- 
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26 dead in Afghan suicide blasts California 


AHGHANISTAN—TALIBAN SUICIDE BOMBERS Alkozaitold Reuters. The person He за seven Afghan soldiers cause insecurity., wory among 
A A T^ rode his motorbike into the crowd were among the dead. le... disrupt life. They are a 
Killed at least 26 people in two separate attacks in and blew himselfup. The intention “We plan more attacks on nter of concern for us we will oldest 
sojithern Afghanistan on Monday, a day after a of tis ck wast cte insecu. Afghan army res be- useallmeansto prevent them. 

d e i rity and fear’ cause they support the US pres. Оп Sunday, an apparent suicide 4 
Canadian diplomat and two civilians were killed UP another suicide encin Alghanisan, hesai. antack on a Canadian military con- inmate 
in‘another attack in the area. bomber hurled himself in front  Assadullah, a witness to the voy in Kandahar city killed 59- 

: ofan Afghan army vehicle inthe bombing in Kandahar City said the year-old Glyn Beny, a veteran 

The combined tollwastheworst new long-term assistance plan. heart of the provincial capital, attacker appeared tobea teenager. Canadian foreign affairs official, SAN FRANCISCO—CALIFORNIAS 
in a day from suicide bombings in Ах least 20 people died in the Kandahar, 110 km to the north, — "Isawa ‘boy of about 15 with and two Afghans. Three Canadian Oldest death row inmate, a blind 
‘Afghanistan since US-led forces town of Spin Boldak, bordering killing three Afghan soldiers and ап explosives’ vest running to- soldiers were wounded, two criti- and partially deaf convicted killer, 
overthrew the Taliban in late 2001 Pakistan, when a bomber ona mo- two civilians. wards ће carand then heard ће cally was executed early Tuesday, the 
andcamejusthoursafter President torcycle detonated a device after Four Afghan soldiers and 10 explosion,” һе said. “I ran for The past few months have seen ay after his 76th birthday. 
Hamid Karzai expressed concern riding into a playground where civilians were also wounded. cover and saw the casualties a spate of Taliban suicide attacks, — Clarence Allen was put to death 
about an increase insuch attacks. hundreds of people had gathered The Taliban claimed responsibil- when I got up.” Flesh and blood mainly targeting US-led troops and by lethal injection after failing to 

An adviser to Karzai said the fora festival officials said. ity for both bombings. could be seen scattered around Nato peacekeepers, but they have convince —— бок Атой 
aim of the insurgents appeared At least 20 people were hurt in Taliban official Mullah Sabir at the scene. not caused major casualtiesamong Schwarzenegger and the US 
to be to frighten Nato members the attack, which the Afghan Is- Momin said the attack in Spin Speaking at hi fortified palace foreign forces. Supreme Court that he was in such 
who plan to deploy in the lamicPresssaidhappenedduringa Boldak had been aimed at the іп Kabul, Karzai ‘increased use Security analysts suspect the poor health that killing him would 
volatile south and donors who wrestling contest. commander of the Afghan border of suicide attacks showed Taliban Taliban has stepped up suicide at- decruel. 
аге due to meet inLondon atthe “Е was a suicide attack,” Spin force, General Abdul Raziq, buthe desperation. tacks after seeing al-Qaida's suc. Frail, diabetic and confined to a 
end of the month to draw upa Boldak police ‘Abdul Wasi wasnotat the event. However, he added: “They cessinlraq. Reuters Wheelchair since a near-fatal heart 

attack in September, Allen was exe- 

cuted in San Quentin Prison across 


Who really discovered America? Africa's Ist woman Bees 


Zh He or Christopher Colur PS : 2 Alea was pronounced dead 18 
minutes after the execution began 
eng He or Christopher Columbus? | president sworn in — zz: 
BEIJING—A PROMINENT CHI- Bur the map got a cool recep- Аге are the seven voyages 12:20 a.m. (0820 GMT), prison of- 
nese lawyer and collector шт. боп from some Chinese scholars ` of Zheng He, whose ships sailed | MONROVIAUIBERIAS ELLEN “By their votes the Liberian peo- Sm ; 
Veiled ап old map on Monday and seems unlikely to persuade the Pacificand Indianoceansfrom | Johnson-Sirleaf took office as ple have sent a dear message that E was уму qalet,” Mullen кы 
thatheand some supporters say skeptics that Chinese seamen 1405 to 1432. Historical records | Africa's first elected woman pres- they want peace. They want to AFP “There were no problems,” 
Should topple one of the central were thefisttoround the world. show that he explored Southeast | ident on Monday, pledging to поме on with their lives,” she said The Supreme Court had refused 
tenets of Western civilization: Liu Gang, a parmer in a well- Asia, India, the Persian Gulf and | break with the country’s history in her first speech as leader of a na- to intervene on Monday with the 
That Europeans were the first to known Beijing law firm and ап the east coast of Africa, using nav- | of corruption and violence that боп le without basic services like Justices dismissing Allen's claim 
wl гоша the world and dis- amateur historian, said Monday igational techniques and ships | spread war to neighboring states. water and power after a 14-year that the death penalty being im- 
cover America. that he bought the map for $500 that were far ahead of their time. The colorful, open-air inaugura- war that killed up to 250,000 peo- posed on an elderly, sick and legally 
"The Chinese map, which was іл a Shanghai book store in 2001 Вох a small group of scholars | tion was attended by US first lady ple and ended in 2003. blind prisoner constituted cruel 
drawn in 1763 bur the lawyer and only subsequently discovered and hobbyists, led by former | Laura Bush and SecrearyofState Тһе Harvard-trained economist, and unusual punishment : 
Says isa reproduction ofa map їз value. He said he had consult- British Navy submarine comman- | Condoleezza Rice, signaling US 67. said she would work to restore “The federal court also rejected 
dated 1418, presents the world as ed scholars in the fld and had der Gavin Menzies, argue that | backing for Africa's oldest republic, power to the ramshackle coastal Allen's argument that the 23 years. 
а globe with all the major cond- done extensive research of his Zheng He traveled much farther | founded in 1847 by freed slaves capital Monrovia within 150 days of he spent on death row was cruel 
fens rendered with an exactitude own before deciding to present than most Chinese and Westen | from America. taking office. As part of her pledge 219 unusual 
that European maps did not have his findings to the public. “The scholars зау Notably, Menzies а а ufo poi enamel fete, ы „Ж „Жш 
for another century and a half аб. main issue is not the map tse" claims that Zheng He visited | cream and gold dress, wasswomin members of her cabinet, including Allen's request for clemency three 
ter Columbus, Da Gama, Magel- hesaid ata news conference. "tis America in 1421, 71 years before | to cheers from hundreds of foreign the ministers of finance and de- days earlier, one month to the day 
fan, Dias and others had complet. the potential ofthe information п Cohumbusarrived there. New | dignitaries and Liberian, including fence, both of whom have intema- afier refusing to balt the exscurion. 
ed their renowned explorations. the map to change history" York Times News Service Wien wearing demes embi. tional experience and ае bely to Stanley” Tookler Wiliams, a pue 
zoned with her portrait. find favor with donors. Reuters POredly reformed gangster AFP 
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NASOCIETY IN WHICH TRADITION CARRIES LESS 
I and less weight, it has become surprising when peo- 
ple agonize over whether to follow or set tradition 
aside. Tradition obviously continues to weigh heavily on 
Corazon Aquino, since she prefaced her declining to at- 
tend the Council of State with an apology. In these inap- 
propriate times, to pay heed to propriety is in itself, a re- 
Ч markable thing: and that is what she 
EDITORIAL did. She recognized the power of tradi- 
tion in ordinary times, but said it cannot 

apply in these extraordinary times. 

‘The former president apologized to the country be- 
cause tradition dictates that an invitation from the Presi- 
dent of the Philippines should be viewed as a command. 
Not because of a feudal hangover, but due to the Presi- 
dent being the head of state, and thus, representative of 
the entire Filipino people. But Aquino believes that when 
a head of state exists under a cloud of illegitimacy, then 
tradition must be set aside. Though she is old-fashioned 
and polite enough to make a distinction between the per- 
‘son and the office, in the case of President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo, the distinction between the respect due the office, 
and whatever one feels about-the person, cannot hold. 
The question of the President's fitness for office, must in- 
‘volve all things. Including invitations. 

‘Aquino, said in her statement last Monday that she 
could not attend the Council of State for several reasons. 
First, because the incumbent's presidency remains 
hounded by issues of trust, without which an exercise 
Such as the convening of the council is useless. Second, 
pecause it would be irresponsible of her, after having 
called for the President's resignation, to do anything that 
might lead people to think her stand has changed or her 
position is wavering. Third, because Ms Arroyo herself 
has made it impossible for the Council to achieve a gen- 
uine meeting of the minds. “Rather than resolve the issue 
ina transparent and forthright manner, the President has 
opted to muddle it further by insisting that any: allusion to 
the legitimacy issue is part of a grand conspiracy to un- 
seat her,” Ms Aquino explained. In other words, the Coun- 
cil is meant to be an instrument of surrender, not an op- 
portunity for genuine dialogue, much less, reconciliation. 
In other words, as we described it earlier, the whole thing 
is an attempt at window dressing. 

Aquino's statement and actions at least demonstrate а 
desire to defend principle through consistent action. This 
is in contrast to the zigzagging of another former presi- 
dent, Fidel М Ramos, who has demonstrated the dexterity 
of a destroyer evading torpedoes, but which accomplish- 
es nothing except to show political derring-do in an es- 
sentially futile effort. Bravado is not statesmanship; lead- 
ership is nothing without sacrifice; and the politician who 
lives to grumble another day, is certainly many things but 
nota statesman. 

Whether one agrees with her or not, Aquino’s behavior 
and statements show that she із not prepared to sink so 
low, as to confuse a photo-op with a resolution of the cri- 
sis of legitimacy, Better a polite, but firm, refusal to col- 
laborate than to end up being used as a prop, which is 
what happened to Ramos over the weekend. 

The administration's response has been typical. React- 
ing to Aquino’s decision to stay away from the meeting, 
the Palace insisted that it would proceed. The absence of 
Aquino and opposition leaders would have "no effect," 
said Executive Secretary Eduardo Ermita. "The meeting 
"will push through аз no person or group can dictate on an 
official function like this." 

For what? Ermita insists the Council will be a venue for 
the administration and the opposition to exchange views 
on how to solve the country's political, social and eco- 
nomic problems. And yet the opposition will not be there. 
So what is the public supposed to assume? Perhaps what 
we have been suggesting all along: that the administra- 
tion is less interested in a dialogue, and is only looking for 
an opportunity to conduct a monologue. Or it could be, as 
Ferdinand Marcos used to do, that the administration has 
decided to embark on creating its own opposition, to be 
able to say it is willing to consult with its critics. And who 
might that be? Perhaps we will see when the photos are 
released by Malacafiang after the Council of State is con- 
чепей. A 
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Now is the worst time to change the Charter 


WITHOUT REALIZING IT, ADMINISTRATION 
congressmen and members of Lakas-CMD, in 
pushing for Charter change and a parliamen- 
tary form of government, are showing very 
clearly to the people why we should not 
Change the Constitution to have a parliamen- 
tary government. 

А parliamentary/unicameral government is 
runby the political party in power as fits a dic- 
tatorship or a monarchy. There is no system of 
checks and balances as we now have in a presi- 
dential/bicameral government. The members of 
Parliament are also Cabinet members, and have 
influence over the Supreme Court and the judi- 
ciary. In other words, they can do pretty much 
‘what they want and there is nothing the people 
can do to stop them, except mount a revolution 
ог a coup d'etat. If the majority party can do 
‘what itis now doing in a bicameral government 
in rushing headlong into Cha-cha, imagine what 
it will do in a parliamentary government. 

Lakas is railroading a new constitution that is 
supposed to be in place by the middle of this 
yeas, according to its timetable or, to be more ac- 
curate, that of the Gang of Three—Speaker Jose 
de Venecia, former President Fidel V Ramos and 
President Macapagal-Arroyo. These three are 
behaving as if they own the Philippines and 
their Lakas partymates are behaving like a pack 
of lapdogs. Together, they all act like a crime 
syndicate no different from the Mafia or Ali Ba- 
ba and the 40 Thieves. They want а new consti- 
tution and a parliamentary government and 
theyre going to have them even if 80 million Fil- 
ipinos don't want them. 

Fortunately, we still have a Senate (which the 
new Constitution will abolish) that stands like a 
big rock blocking the railroad. “Pure inanity" 
Sen. Joker Arroyo said of the talks among the 
Gang of Three on how the Constitution will be 
changed. 

“The initiative to amend or revise the Consti- 
tution rests exclusively with Congress, absent an 
initiative law,” fumed Arroyo. "The executive 
branch has no say in it. But the GMA-FVRJDV 


LAKAS MEANS STRENGTH. WHAT KIND OF 
strength it represents or means to exercise, you 
saw last Monday Juan Flavier, a Lakes member 
‘who did not attend the Lakas meeting that day, 
putit his way. "Yabang ng dating, machong ma- 
cho. Gagawin nila ‘yon, sabi nila, even without 
the Senate. Kaso e, hindi pwede (They came on 
strong with a macho air. They were going to do 
it even without the Senate. The problem is, the 
law doesn't allow it.” 

Flavier has got a point. But he forgets that 
neither GMA nor Fidel Ramos nor Jose de 
Venecia nor their ilk has shown herself or him- 
self capable of being deterred by the law. On 
the contrary, they have repeatedly and consis- 
tently shown that they are above the law—no, 
that they are the law—and will use all their 
lakas to bend the world to their will. The prob- 
Jem is the senators? They will ignore the sena- 
tors. The problem is the Senate? They will 
scrap the Senate. 

Joker Arroyo is furious. The decision lies 
with the Senate, he says, not with Lakas. Well, 
that's what you get for playing a joker. £1 recall 
right, he was the one who said in 2004 better 
to vote for a corrupt president than an idiotic 
one because we can remedy corruption consti- 
tutionally by impeachment while we cannot 
remedy idiocy by any means. He did not know 
GMA. None of them did. There is no constitu- 
tional remedy there. The Constitution will be 
remedied before she is. 

GMA justifies this by saying there is a press- 
ing need for change. The people are tired of 
political noise and want to reform the political 
system. Hence, Charter change. She misses the 
point completely. 

Of course, there is a pressing need for 
change. But she is wrong about what needs 
changing. We do not need to change the Char- 
ter, we just need to change her. 

‘There is nothing wrong with the Charter, 
there is everything wrong with her. The Char- 
ter is genuine, the president is fake. Changing 
the Charter presumably because itis defective 

ike claiming when go turns to dss at the 
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troika acts as if it is the Senate.” 

The principal argument for a unicameral sys- 
tem is that legislation would be faster as it elimi- 
nates the “gridlock” that characterizes a bicam- 
eral legislature. But can you imagine what more 
inanities a single legislature can do, especially if 
its members would be the same congressmen 
we have now? Can you imagine what laws will 
be passed without а Senate to have a second 
look at them? A bicameral Congress is designed 
to prevent abuses and stupidity by one or the 
other house. 

We don't need more laws passed quickly 
What we need are fewer laws studied and craft- 
ей well by many bright minds. We already have 
тоо many laws that are not enforced. So many 
that even lawyers cannot remember them all 
and often contradictory that judges and justices 
have a difficult time deciding cases. Even decid- 
ed cases sometimes contradict one another. 

We don't need to change the Constitution 
either. What we need is to change the people 
implementing it. Let's kick out most of the 
present politicians and immediately things 
willbe better. 

Even ifthe present Constitution is not perfect 
(no constitution is), this is the worst time to 
change it, because the politicians who want to 
change it want change for the wrong reasons. 
Speaker Joe de Venecia, the most ardent expo- 
nent of Cha-cha, wants a parliamentary system 
so that he can be chief executive via parliament 
since he knows he can never be elected presi- 
dent under the present system. In a parliamen- 
tary system, he can successfully run for prime 
minister the same way he had himself elected 
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touch of vinegar that the vinegar is fake, a joke 
‘wrongly attributed to the Moro peddler. There 
is nothing wrong with the vinegar, there is ev- 
erything wrong with the gold. Change the 
gold, not the vinegar. 

The Charter was made by commissioners who 
fought a dictatorship and disinguished them- 
selves in various fields for their courage and pro- 
bity. They crafted a Charter that sought to pre- 
venta dictatorship from ever rising again, suffus- 
ing the fundamental law with the spirit of liber- 
tarianism and respect for human rights. Today's 
call fora new Charteris being led by a non-presi- 
dent who hid under the bed while others fought 
a brewing tyranny, who distinguished herself on- 
ly by appearing in public with Cory Aquino on 
опе side and Jaime Cardinal Sin on the other. 
She wants a Charter that will prevent democracy 
from ever breathing again, assigning the making 
ofitto crooks, hustlers and blackguards who are 
pleased to call their party “strong,” 

The public is not tired of "political noise,” 
the public is tired of GMA. And over these past 
weeks probably of FVR and ЛУМ, too. Look at 
the surveys. No, just listen to your neighbors. 
‘They do not say that the overwhelming major- 
ity of Filipinos find the Charter defective, they 
say the overwhelming majority of Filipinos 
find their president defective. They do not say 
that the overwhelming majority of Filipinos 
want their Charter retired, they say the over- 
whelming majority want their president re- 
moved, They do not say the overwhelming 
majority of Filipinos want to change their 
government from presidential to parliamen- 
tary, they say the overwhelming majority of 
Filipinos want to change their government 


Speaker several times. 

Ramos, despite his avowals that he is not in- 
terested in being prime minister, really wants to 
be backin the saddle. He loves the limelight and 
being chief executive is the surest way to bẹ 
there. He doesn’t want to just fade away like any 
old soldier. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo sees the Cha- 
cha as a way to divert attention away from 
questions about her legitimacy and therefore 
cling to power. She can even stay in power 
longer by becoming prime minister in the new 
government. 

As I predicted in my New Year column, these 
three would double-cross one another in the 
fight for the prime ministership. It is happening 
already: FVR double-crossed GMA by demand: 
ing that she step down by 2007. JDV double- 
crossed his mentor and province mate by siding 
with GMA. And GMA double-crossed them both 
by deciding to stay until 2010 and beyond. 

їп other words, the politicians who want the 
Charer changed want it for selfish reasons, 
‘They don't have the welfare of the nation but 
their own personal welfare in mind. That is the 
‘worst reason for changing the Constitution. ' 

Besides, assuming that some provisions need 
to be amended, we don't have to change the 
whole Constitution. We can introduce amend 
ments one by one. 

The US Constitution is still the same one that 
its founding others wrote. It has been amended 
several times, but it has not been changed even 
once. And America is now the richest and most 
powerful nation in the world, with a bicameral 
Congress like we have. 

So let's amend our Constitution provision by 
provision, and the people can vote yes or no for 
each one. Changing the whole Charter at once 
mixes the good provisions with the bad ones, 
and the people have to vote for or against all ip. 
the plebiscite. In voting for the good provisions, 
they are forced to vote also for the bad ones. 

And Jers have а Cha-cha after the curren 
politicians are out of office. 


from fake to genuine. 

But then GMA was always confused about 
the nature of political noise. She has always 
thought votes were political noise. She has al 
ways thought the sovereign will was political 
noise. She has always thought questions of 
right and wrong were political noise. She is 
tired ofthat noise, not the people. 

She is right: The people want to reform thè 
political system. It is a rotten system that 
crushes them underfoot. The people want to 
reform a political system that allows a few tra- 
pos like Fidel Ramos, Jose de Venecia and GMA 
herself to decide what goes for the country 
without their knowledge and consent, their 
knowledge and consent being deemed politi 
cal noise. They want to reform a political sys- 
tem where they have been excised from it like 
cancer and reduced not just to unwilling spec- 
tators but to helpless victims. 

The people want to reform a system that has 
reached the absurd form of a presidential candi- 
date calling up an election commissioner and 
conspiring with him to thwart the voters’ 
will—and her supporters demanding afterward 
that the world prove there is something wrong 
with that. They want to reform a system that al- 
lows the same person to order all public officials 
on pain of firing or court martial to refrain from 
telling what they know about the elections, that 
tums everyone who protests the tyranny as 
destabilizers and subversives and fair game for 
truncheons and water cannons. They want tô 
reform a system where a political Mafia, finding 
the Senate and the Constitution а superfluity, 
can remove them, where a mob, finding hon- 
езу and decency an obstacle, can crush them. 

“The people want to reforma political system 
that has attained the final stages of trapo- 
hood, that has made lying, cheating and steal- 
ing the national good, that has carved on the 
presidential seal for all the world to see the 
motto: "So what?" 

Change the Charter? Not on your life, The 
Charter is genuine, the President is fake 
Change the President, not the Chater 
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FOR THE FIRST TIME IN MANY YEARS, POOR 
people will rally outside the bishops’ semi-annual 
meeting on Jan. 23. There won't be many poor 
people. The rally doesn't represent a great renew- 
alor outburst of faith. It represents instead the ef- 
forts of a few people who remember the great 
work the bishops did for the poor during the mar- 
tial law years and wish to have them re-commit 
themselves to be the Church of the Poor and to be- 
come again the staunch allies of the poor they 
once were. 

The bishops may hear the poor as St. Paul 
heard the people of Macedonia when they called, 
"Come over to Macedonia and help us." 

‘The issues the poor will present have to do with. 
food, water, jobs, evictions, education and health. 
Some have ideas about what changes in govern- 
ment should be made, but as a group or sector, 
they have decided the basic issues of food, etc. are 
more crucial for them. The bishops can respond 
to these issues, whatever they do about the more 
political ones. 

If the bishops, or other good citizens ask, how 
they can help, some limited suggestions can be 
made, but solutions are difficult to come by given. 
ош present social structures. One thing can be 
done immediately as the poor suggestin their let- 
terto the bishops: 

"Clergy, bishops or priests, don't have expertise. 
to know exactly what to do. We don't ask for ex- 
pertise, We ask instead that the Church consult 
‘with the poor and listen to them and support their 
efforts as they try to improve their lives. We ask 
the Church to be prophetic and stay on the side of 
the poor. There are many groups on the side of the 
powerful.” 

If people spend time with the poor, they will 
understand their fears, hopes, weaknesses, illu- 
sions, strengths and needs. They will also under- 
stand the often callous manner in which govern- 
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ment deals with the poor. They will understand 
the complexity of problems. 

A current issue that illustrates the need of such 
understanding is that of "Voluntary Demolitions”. 
along the NorthRail and SouthRail. The scale of 
the relocation called for is huge: some 50,000 
families between Caloocan and Calamba, and 
18,000 families in Pampanga will be moved this 
year, a total of 374,000 people, a number greater 
than most of our cities’ populations 

Voluntary demolition is the government's first 
tactic in the relocation drive and is a bad omen for 
the future. In this process, the government urges 
poor people on the tracks го move now to the relo- 
cation area in Cabuyao, although there is no regu- 
Jar water, light, school for the children, jobs, medi- 
cal facilities, or any possible way a poor man can 
work in Manila and return to his family at night in 
the relocation area. All of which are required by 
law. Legally families should only be moved when 
the relocation site is prepared. The government is 
urging the poor to waive their legal rights. 

Government people circulate in the area 
threatening the families, "If you don’t move, 
there will be no place for you." The people are 
afraid they will not have a place if they do not vol- 
wnteer. There is no one convincing enough to as- 
sure them relocation is a matter of legal right and 
they need not move. They don't even trust one 
another enough to name the government agents 
who threaten them. Most are like sheep moved 
along by government to a desolate place. Urging 
people to waive their rights to a prepared reloca- 
tion site in a situation where threats are common- 


ly used is an illegal act on the part of government, 
according to lawyers. 

‘Not all the poor are afraid, howevér. On the 
Buendia Station of the SouthRail we met two 
women: Shynne Vinluan, 24, mother of three 
children, and Zenaida Estares, 48, mother of two. 
"They and eight other families lived for up to 30 
years behind the platform until it was demolished 
by the city. No place was given them. A SWAT 
team enforced the order. Snatchers and rugby 
boys hung out in the dark station and the police 
were after them. The poor people were collateral 
damage. 

"The people now live on the platform and sleep. 
оп the cement, They were offered voluntary relo- 
cation after they complained many times to gov- 
emment about their situation, but they said no. 
‘They will not take their children out of school to 
leave now. They will stay on the platform, uncom- 
fortable and dangerous as it is, so their children 
will be educated. 

When we asked Zenaida what she would ask 
the bishops to do if she met them, she said: "Tell 
the government to give back my husband's tools. 
He isa plumber (tubero) and saved for those tools 
all his life. The government demolition men stole 
them.” 

"Are you angry?" 

“No, just sad. My daughter will have to stop 
studying at Lyceum. That is my great sorrow." 

‘The poor need a more compassionate govern- 
ment, but they also need resolve, courage, a vi- 
sion of what life can be and trust in one another. 
People who want to help, cleric or lay person, 
should help with both government and the peo- 
ple's shortcomings 

On second thought, we all need such help. 


Denis Murphy works with the Urban Poor Associ- 
ates. 


The memory of a patriarch 


1HAD THE GOOD FORTUNE LAST SUNDAY TO 
Witness one family's commitment to Fulfilling the 
dying wish of their patriarch, while ensuring that 
his memory lived on in the community where he 
was born and grew up. 

Т found myself at the blessing of the new 
“kapilya” in Barangay Malupa, Concepcion, Tar- 
lac through a circuitous route. Late last year, I was. 
commissioned to write an essay on the life of 
Doña Aurora Aquino as part of a book called “20 
Heroes.” The book is due to be released on the 
20th Anniversary of the Edsa "People Power" Re- 
volt next month. It features 20 personalities who 
played important roles in the events leading up to 
this historic event. 

For the essay, I interviewed two of Doña Auro- 

таз daughters: former Sen. Tessie Aquino-Oreta 
and Maur Aquino-Lichauco. When the book's edi- 
tor, Krip Yuson, asked for family pictures, Maur 
kindly offered to bring me to Concepcion to look 
over their family albums at their ancestral home. 
Thats how ended up in Concepcion last Sunday, 
part of the party of Aquinos who were attending 
the blessing of the chapel built by the Lising fami 
ly, their distant relatives. 
THAD expected the chapel to be small, simple 
and rustic, and so we were all surprised to be- 
hold a spanking new place of worship de- 
signed along modern lines. Credit goes to ar- 
chitects Arnold David and his son John Paul, 
"Apo" Pidiong’s son-in-law and grandson. 

Fr Allan David, who concelebrated the 
Mass, recalled that "Apo" Pidiong’s dying 
words were “Please don't forget the chapel.” 
Even Father Allan's own father, who had a 
hand in the chapel’s construction, saw his 
work as part of a vow and vocation, the priest 
noted, ruing the fact that the old man didn’t 
live to see the chapel's completion. 

АШ the Lising children, most of whom are 
now professionals in Houston, Texas, came 
home for the chapel's blessing, as did the 
grandchildren and their 90-year-old mother 
who now also resides in Houston. 

“This is our way of sharing our blessings," 
Mrs. Lising said, referring to the chapel, as 
well as their commitment to the community 


A church of the people ап 


LAST THURSDAY, JAN. 12, 2006, PEOPLE GATH- 
егей at the Church of the Holy Sacrifice on the 
University of the Philippine campus to witness 
the unveiling of a bronze marker on the building, 
detailing its history and, most importantly, its 
declaration as a National Historical Landmark by 
the National Historical Institute (NHI) and an Im- 
portant Cultural Treasure by the National Muse- 
um of the Philippines. Normally, a structure has 
to be at least a century old to be declared histori- 
cally or, at least, chronologically important, but 
the UP chapel, which turned 50 only last month, 
‘was the fruit of the collaboration among profes- 
sors of the UP College of Engineering and four 
young men who later were declared National 
Aniss: Leandro V Locsin (Architecture), 
Napoleon V. Abueva (Sculpture), Vicente Man- 
ansala and Arturo А, Luz (both for Visual Arts). 

We can add another name to this already stel- 
Jar cast as а bonus. 1 remember seeing a photo- 
graph of Manansala at work on the mural-sized 
Stations of the Cross that now adorn the walls of 
the church. He was being assisted by one of his 
students, who was in a Tshirt, jeans and chinelas, 
and I recognized the young Ang Klukok who has 
also been declared a National Artist. Thus, this 
simple structure has the rare distinction of having 
been worked on—creatively—by five National 
Arüsts. This alone would justify its double decla- 
ration by the NHI and the National Museum. 

It is unfortunate that we are so pre-occupied 
with the artistic merits of the church that we of- 
ten overlook its place in Philippine architectural 
and building history. At the time when Rufino 
(later to be) Cardinal Santos declared ita church 
for modern times, it was the first circular church 
to be built in the Philippines, Bright young pro- 
fessors from the UP College of Engineering cal- 
culated and made the structural plans for the 
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where her husband's memory lives on. 

HERE is the second and concluding part of an ar- 
ticle by Edmund Silvestre, which appeared in The 
Filipino Reporter, a newspaper for Filipino-Amer- 
icans published out of New York, on a group of 
Fil-Am professionals who conduct regular medi- 
cal missions in impoverished areas in the Philip- 
pines. 

Much of the article was based on an interview 
with Vid Figueras, president of the Philippine- 
American Group of Educators and Surgeons 
(PAGES), based in New Jersey. Read on: 

PAGES’ main focus is the surgical repair of cleft 
lip, cleft palate, burn contractures and meningo- 
cele—the last one a congenital defect in the bony 
structures with swelling of the meninges (mem- 
brane around the brain and spinal cord). 

“We specialize in cases involving kids and 
young adults because the impact we make in 
their lives is for lifetime,” Figueras said. "You 
change the child's life by freeing him from the 
stigma and giving him confidence, then it 
changes the life of the child's family, and then the. 
community.” 

This is what we get from helping these peo- 
ple, the joy and satisfaction of seeing the lives of 
these people changed for the better,” said Virgilio 
Odi, an auto mechanic who volunteers for 
PAGES, driving a container for up to 18 hours to 
pick up donations from Toledo, Ohio. 

"Tm very proud that 1 am part of this organiza- 
tion," said Odi, a native of La Loma, Manila, “For 
me, the best part is when 1 see the parents of the 
kids crying tears of joy.” said Douglas Malazzo, 
who hails from Tarlac. "They really ry in front of 
you and thank you endlessly for ending their 
child's misery.” 
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Back 
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first thin shell concrete roof in the country. The 
dean of the College of Engineering, Alfredo 
Juinio, led a team that included Jose L. Segovia, 
Lamberto UN Ocampo and Felisberto С.1. Reyes, 
in pooling their talents and expertise to make 
the church a reality. And then there was David 
M. Consunji, now one of the most successful 
building contractors, who built the church that 
has been a landmark in his own professional ca- 
reer. 

Locsin's first project was the UP chapel and he 
ended his long career by building another 
church, that of the Transfiguration in Malaybalay, 
Bukidnon, which is also a landmark in the area. 

‘Among the many surprises that afternoon 
when the official ceremonies were being held 
was discovering that my father had something to 
do with the civil works for the chapel. 

In my 45 years, have some vague memories of 
a UP childhood, so teaching in Diliman today is a 
way to return to my roots, but finding my father 
їп the church last week was a great surprise for 
me. 

"То make things more complicated, there was 
Eduardo Olaguer, better remembered as one of 
the key members of the Light-A-Fire Movement 
that planned bombings to destabilize the dictato- 
rial government of Ferdinand Marcos, He and 
many other UP students, now forgotten by histo- 
ry, broke glass bottles that were added as aggre- 


 AFREAK accident that knocked out several front 
teeth of retired engineer Tito Villanueva, while. 
he was loading medical equipment into the con- 
tainer, didn't stop him from volunteering. 

“Money can’t buy the kind of feeling I get 
from here,” said the San Ildefonso, Bulacan- 
born Villanueva. "Once you join our group and 
you experience the joy it brings to your life by 
helping the poorest of the poor, there's no way 
that you would leave,” said Benz Cueto, a re- 
tired US Navy officer who is the group's direc- 
torof supply. 

"Every medical mission gives me the 
adrenaline rush,” added Cueto, who hails 
from Lipa City. “Seeing happiness in the face of 
those people is incredible. If you missed one 
medical mission, it would make you feel like 
you missed a big part of your life,” 

For 15 years, politics, jealousy and power 
struggle never found their way on PAGES, a 
feat for a large Fil-Am organization that deals 
with a complex operation. 

“So far, we have not encountered any prob- 
Jem," Figueras pointed out. “The secret is we 
never talk about who the group leader is. We 
are all officials here, kaya walang away. We 
just do our thing and we don't dwell on petty 
issues, knowing that many people rely on us." 

Early this year, PAGES formed its Phi 
chapter chaired by Ambassador Preciosa So- 
liven, Philippine envoy to Unesco and secre- 
tary general of the Unesco Commission of the. 
Philippines. It is now working on its tax-ex- 
empt status in the Philippines. The group also 
welcomes possible tie-up with medical organi- 
zations, who may need support for medical 
supplies or even medical equipment. 

"Our vision at PAGES is to see various medi 
cal groups coming together to hold a month- 
long medical mission in the Philippines, 
Figueras said. "Many Filipinos badly need our 
help and we should not discourage others to 
respond. We only live once and why not make 
the most of itby helping the less fortunate? 

"That's where the real happiness comes 
from,” he said. “I think that’s what's every- 
‘one’s purpose in life should be." 


d history 


gates to the concrete that went into the dome. 

Aside from this, 1 leamed that Olaguer was а 
student of my father. Like most young college stu- 
dents, he had a tendency to be delinquent, lead- 
ing to what should have been a failing grade of 5. 
But my father gave him a conditional grade of 4 
that was finally rounded off to a passing 3, allow- 
{ng him to graduate from UR go abroad and even- 
tually make bombs and history. 

One can say that a grade on a piece of paper is 
enough to alter a person's life and so my father 
сап be said to have contributed to the Light-A- 
Fire Movement himself Next time I hold a grad- 
ing sheet and think what a grade means to a stu- 
dents future, | will remember Olaguer and just 
hope that my student will amount to some- 
thing—good or bad. Next time I give final grades, 
1 wili remember that I can make ог ruin a Ме, 
Now that is real responsibility 

Modem theology reminds us that a church is 
not just a physical structure, a place for worship. 
A church is the people of God, a community of be- 
lievers. No better proof of this can be seen than in 
the UP chapel and the inspiration that came from 
one man, the chaplain, American Jesuit John P. 
Delaney who died shortly after the church was 
completed. This explains why the unveiling and 
all the commemorations were held not on the 
date the church was completed on Dec. 20, 1955, 
noton the day the first Mass was celebrated there. 
оп Dec. 25, 1955, but on Jan. 12, 1955, the day 
Delaney died of heart failure, The church is now 
history but also part of people's lives and that is 
what makes it significant whether or not itis a de- 
clared landmark or cultural treasure, Let's hope 
UP will preserve it for the next century. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ate- 
neo.edu. 


^ 


€ S 1 1 > 
into-sinto 

1 WAS WATCHING A DVD OF THE FILIPINO FILM “MAG- 

nifico" with some urban-poor kids, when one of them shout- 

ed out, “Ay, sinto-sinto/" He was describing Magnifico's little 

sister with her curled arms and legs, tilted head and difficul- 

ties in speaking. 

It'd been a while since I heard the term, so 1 probed a bit to 
ask what she meant. She attempted a synonym: "kulang-ku- 
lang" (lacking), a term frequently used to refer to mental 
problems. 

“Retarded,” an- 
other kid chimed in. 

1 protested gently, 
and began to explain. 
that Magnifico's sis- 
ily retarded. What 
she had was cerebral 
palsy the result of 
brain damage happening right around birth. One of the re- 
sults of the brain injury is loss of muscular control, which is 
why the child has spastic (curled) limbs. Some will be men- 
tally retarded but most of the behavioral problems and 
speech difficulties are actually partly due to the difficulties 
with muscle control (for example, around the mouth). 

The kids listened with interest, occasionally naming and 
describing some child in the community who was "sinto-sin- 
to.” It became clear to me that people were using the word to 
refer to different health problems such as cerebral palsy and 
Down's syndrome (*mongoloidism," a term falling into dis- 
use because of its racial connotations). 

One child referred го the public service ads that have been 
coming out on television with a child banging her head on 
the wall, the repetitive behavior suggesting autism. 

Different, defective 

In the exchange I had about “sinto-sinto,” my young 
friends also used the term "diperensiya" (defect), which 
sometimes overlaps with “sinto-sinto.” It’s intriguing how 
we use this borrowed term from Spanish because the Span- 
ish word for defect is, well, defecto. Difference is “diferen- 
cia" and that's it, So it seems that some time in our history, 
the Spanish "diferencia" mutated to our "diperensiya" and 
"defect." 

‘All that tells us that we do have a tendency to equate “dif- 
ference" with “defect.” That shouldn't be surprising since 
we're still largely a conformist society, which is part of our 
being agrarian. We are actually quite quick to detect differ- 
ences and to attach the label “diperensiya,” with its connota- 
tions of deviance. 

‘Sometimes we take these labels for granted, even taking 
оп a lackadaisical quality when we incorporate differences 
into our system of names. In one community, I was once in- 
troduced to someone named "Osang Sakang” (Bow-legged 
Osang) and another one called simply “Onse” because she 
had 11 fingers. People with such nicknames probably adapt 
quite well, but ! sometimes. wonder if some of them resent 
their christening, together with its stigmatization. 

Out of tune 

Let's get back to the term "sinto-sinto," which actually 
takes off in another direction. During my exchange with the 
urban-poor kids about Magnifico's sister, no one could ex- 
plain the origins of the word. When I got home, 1 checked 
Jose Panganiban's classic Tagalog dictionary-thesaurus pub- 
lished in 1970 and could not find it. But ОР” Diksyunaryong 
Pilipino gave me the clue. “Sinto-sinto” was listed and de- 
fined, like the kids did, as “kulang-kulang.” Right after "sinto- 
sinto” though was the entry “sintunado” from the Spanish 
"desentonado," and defined as “not in tune when singing." 
The link was obvious. 

Ishared my discovery with the kids, and one of them be- 
came quite animated, suddenly recalling that his grand- 
mother used to tell him about how she had suitors who 
would serenade her and she would turn away those who 

The pieces were now falling together. A person who is 
“sinto-sinto” is like a voice or a musical instrument that is out. 
of tune, "Sinto-sinto" represents a gray area of conditions 
that are not seen as healthy but that are not necessarily sick- 
nesses either. If we want to be philosophical about it, people 
who are “sinto-sinto” are there, part of the human condition, 
like that old guitar set aside for years because it was out of 

"Sinto-sinto" is a label that's put there, after the fact, after 
the condition. A poor family has a child whose behavior can't. 
Бе explained, so sinto-sinto" is the label attached. Some fam- 
ilies will say the child is a gift, biyaya, from heaven, which is 
fine, but the sadness, even frustration, still comes through in 
their voice. 

Attuned 

We need to be able to explain medical terms like autism 
and cerebral palsy to families, but at the same time, we 
should deal with local terms like “diperensiya” and “sinto-sin- 
to." I'm actually uneasy about the autism public service ads 
because they could end up creating new “sinto-sinto” or 
"diperensiya" stereotypes for a very complex condition, to- 
gether with blaming. (My father commented, half in jest, 
"The child's that old and the mother never noticed the head- 
banging? That's because she's always in her room with her 
laptop.") 

1 prefer the term "autisms" because you have a whole 
range here to include Asperger's syndrome, where people 
can't read emotions but can manage to function quite well, 
gravitating into fields like computer programming where 
they don't have to deal with people too often. The computer 
genius and now magnate Bill Gates for example is said to 
have Asperger's. 

In explaining these conditions, 1 would emphasize that 
they are not “abnormalities,” that they are in fact “natural” in 
the sense that they happen all the time—a variation in the 
genes, an accident during pregnancy. 1 would also avoid 
terms like "incurable" because it emphasizes a search for 
“cures” and, worse, the aspect of disease. Maybe it’s better to 
use our Filipino-Spanish term “remedyo,"—measures to help 
ense life for the person and the family having to live with a 
partic condition. 

We need to de-emphasize the insinuations of defects and 
deficits in our local terms, instead pointing out examples of 
how people with conditions like autism and cerebral palsy 
сап function quite well, or even excel, with some social sup- 
port. I've been reading rave reviews of a new book entitled 
“White on Black.” The writer, Ruben Gallego, fought all 
odds, including growing up in a Russian orphanage, with 
cerebral palsy. 

"Sinto-sinto," with its metaphors from music, might actu- 
ally be а good term to use as we explain that “retuning” is 
possible. This retuning may not always be perfect, but we 
сап certainly aim for a degree of tonality, of synchronization, 
a two-way process between the child and the family and 
ы 

Maybe, too, we should start rebelling now when people 
call the Philippines the “sick man of Asia.” Excuse me, lets. 
tell them, we're just going through a "sinto-sinto" phase and, 
given time, we'll yet tune ourselves and take our place in the 
world, 
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If this lie is let to stand 


THIS IS IN RESPONSE TO THE unlike the reaction of my parents’ agreeing to what they deep in 
Jan. 9 column of Conrado de generation, when confronted with their hearts know is wrong, then 
Quiros. The much beleaguered the question of how such a mon- you got them by the balls." 
columnist has once again put his like the “Third Reich" was Everyone knows that we are liv- 
finger or rather his pen, where it allowed to happen. The feeling of ing a monumental lie, but almost «C pi py j p g| 
hurts. As а foreigner, living for collective guilt is conveniently everyone wants to look at the riminal 
more than 15 years now in this transformed into anger against “bright side" of life. Thats al mediocrity’ 
country, I too feel the “narcotic” the inquisitive [nd Hence, all right, but suggest that our gener- о = оо 
effect asDeQuirosputit-ofthe this nonsense ideas about the ation start preparing the answers ing success. offer my imaginary "Cross of Loy- 
"new speak’ of those ruling with “lets forget politics and move on." for our kids, when itis their turn ао GEN анча кыны шукы та 
iier b артиста ыа Окшы же dd wien aa jedom c ride Sofie rey шуу тл deg 
When discussing curent affairs have seen the rather dark movie happened. fecu dii Kus (киы Бук шомы ma e NM Sei 
with my Filipino fiends, I notice "Sin City” There is this scene in Ihave said this before and Isay writing into the proposed consti- with gold, iris dro т and can promote 
that the attitude toward this issueis the hospital, where the thorough- іс again: Nothing will ever matter with gold, silver or bronze. But friendship among peoples. 


n tution a provision like this: "No words of commendations should Сой so loves the Fili 
thatthe ndati е Filipinos that 
increasingly shifting from one of ly corrupt governor brags to Bruce їп this country again, if this islet Jaw shail be passed abridging the also be uttered to extol the contri- He allowed peace to reign during 


initial outrage to one of annoyance. Willis that he can even kill him to stand. Nothing at all. responsible exercise of the free- butions ofthe ч ү 
Annoyance with thetopicthatis. without anyone moving a finger. Савова, Gon of speach” What the he? СТ Tis menn lobe: polle, ber aber Gols gout 
Asa German, I notice it is not He says: "When you have them bosse@pldtdslnet The author seems to be Sergio soldiers, Marines, pilots, volun- us feel you really love us. Р 
В Apostol, former fiscal of Quezon teers who kept the peace and or- —ROSARIO R. LIBERATO 
SSS does not condone discourtesy to members DEC el (| Ц 
THISISIN REFERENCE TO THE was among the batch of pension- Ға pensioner is unable to go to tional tinkering. More evil will ets deserve share ot earnings 


letter of Aurora Napolis. (PDI, ers, who were instructed to come ап SSS branch for check-up, he or oie tel iCal де ыы {тот ВР property in Tokyo 
10/24/05) Napolis complained back from the previous day. she can request forahome visitby Visions might be taken ош. ы 
against the alleged discourtesy of 3. The employee at counter 38 ап SSS representative. Pensioners Jeast common denominator will LASTDECEMBERTHEINQUIRER in pitiable economic conditions 
employees manning counters 38 started serving the pensioners at can also communicate with the prevail: Filipino sacristanic, crimi- reported that a Philippine govem- and are not given by our govern- 
to 40 of the Members Assistance 8:02 a.m. and immediately began SSS by responding to its letters, or al mediocrity. 3 ‘ment property in Tokyo has been ment what is due them under the 
Center (MAC) in the Social Securi- interviewing the second person in by sending a certification that he Ross Tipon, 12584 forthe sum of P240 million. law. If the original intention for 
ty System, Quezon City branch. пе, When she was about to at- ог she is alive and eligible to re- rosstipon@yahoo.com (PDI, 12/8/05) the use of this Japan property 
The SSS-MAC investigated the tend to the fourth pensioner, who ceive pension. The certification Ibelieve the Philippine public must be followed, then our World 
incident. The inquiry bore out the happened tobe Napolis, asupervi- may be issued by a regular SSS has the right to know all the de- War II veterans justifiably de- 
following: sorapproached hertoclarifysome employee who has been working tails of this government transac- serve all or a significant portion 
1. We looked at the time cards pertinent procedures on the inthe SSS for at least five years or ае ратата ни of x national pepe ad 
ofthe employees who Napolissaid ACOR by a teller in the bank where the; юпу, this уо property nual earnings from the Tokyo 
Cime in ше Perthelrtimerecord, The SSS does not condone any have an account. The SSS peus was awarded to the Philippine property, 
the employee at counter 38 ar- discourtesy by employees to our cepts confirmation from the post- government as part of Japan's Тһе Office of the President, the 
rived at 8:02 a.m. and not 8:15 as members. The head of MAC-QC тап or barangay chair. h hi Vue] үе» ди ы Ed есен of National Defense, 
she alleged, while the employee at has issued a stern directive to al Тһе ACOP program, which p nies 9 - Lx Avenue, jamage it ius = x a = Department s Finance and 
counter 40 punched in at 7:59 employees of the branch, specifi- was started early last year, is part Pad чай» еранын а ато зро Mae Me е. dà oe zx 
fm. апа not 8:05. The personnel cally those assigned at the ACOP of the reforms intended to en- | шр, Еве аео debe суын эш» 
dow 39 arrived а few min- lane, to report to their posts sure that pensioners get the right mcm a m. ei e A sees Agoda ast үү 
кеше, xd hing in 555. benefi hat the SSS 4794, or e-mail readersadvo- | property was declared by both the all the benefits they are entitled to 
utes after 8 am. and not 8:10 promptly after punching in. SSS- benefits and that the SSS can Te. | cate@ inguirercom.ph Philippine and Japanese govern- under the law. For what is the use. 
am. MAC has communicated this to cover money erroneously sent to Writers of letters to the edi- | ments аз chiefly intended tobene- of the law if the government itself 
“2. The employee at counter 39 Napolis, those who have died, remarried | tor are requested to include | fit the nearly 500,000 USAFFE just disregards it? 
did not immediately occupy her The SSS management does not ог recovered from their disabili- | their complete address and | and Philippine Scout soldiers, SFRISCO S. SAN JUANJR., 
post because she had to attend to stop looking for ways to improve ties. telephone or pager number or | guerrilasand guerrilla supporters salomi ceu lS 
а pensioner, who was submitting із services to members. In fact, e-mail address for verification | (odayknownasWorldWarlvet. Golden Kris Fraternal Society Int, 
documents required under our during the past few months, the purposes. The Inquirer will | erans). (Descendants of 
‘Annual Confirmation of Pension- SSS has instituted amendments in not publish any letter unless | _ Today, the number of our living World WarlLveterans), 
ers (ACOP) program. The pen- the procedures with the conve- Such information is supplied. | World War II veterans is down to Tektite Tower, Ortigas Center, 
sioner was a priority because she тепсе of pensioners in mind. 
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Days of pride and glory 


THE 2005 SOUTHEAST ASIAN der during the Games. 

Games is over, but the thrill, joy 2 The competitors who gave 
excitement and the prideitstirred their best. 

in Filipino hearts linger. In SEAG, З. All the peace- and fun-loving 
national unity stood out. Every countrymen, from Batanes to Su- 
Filipino rose to be counted. Per- lu. 

sonal and political differences 4. The cheering crowd ever pre- 
were laid aside such that the SEA зеп: to boost competitors’ morale. 

Games turned out to be a whop- To each and everyone of them, 1 


IF you have any complaints, 
grievances ог suggestions 
about the treatment of news 
and photos by the Inquirer, 
‘you may write to the Readers’ 
"Advocate, Philippine Daily In- 


—IOEL P PALACIOS, 
assistant vice president, 
Media Affairs Department, 
Social Security System, 
East Avenue, Diliman, QC 
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1АМ A DAILY SUBSCRIBER OF THE INQUIR- 
er. The paper makes for good reading, espe- 
cially the Saturday Super section. 

But I am writing the INQUIRER because, to 
tell the truth, I'm tired of being harassed by 
the promo text messages of a mobile phone 
company. They just keep on coming, these 
unsolicited, unwanted and extremely annoy- 
ing messages, such as those tasteless ring- 
tones and faces of celebrities I don't care 
about. 

‘Trouble is, every time I receive one of these 
tones or picture messages, my prepaid load 
gets P5 to P1S poorer. 

1 called up the company’s PR department 
once, and the guy who answered promised to 
do something about it. That was many months 
ago, but until now the telecommunication 
company keeps harassing me with unwanted 
messages. 

I thought the mobile phone companies have 
been prohibited from sending unsolicited pro- 


IN TTS JAN. 4 ISSUE, THE INQUIRER RE- 
PORTed that former President Fidel V. Ramos, 
Senate President Franklin Drilon and former 
Sen. Vicente Sotto meton the first working day 
of the year, fueling speculations that they were 
forming an alliance. 

Drilon is being eyed as “acting president” by 
a multisectoral group that wants to take over 
the Arroyo administration. 

Two weeks ago, Ramos rejected as a “mon- 
umental blunder” a proposal by the Mala- 
cafiang-constituted Consultative Commis- 
sion to scrap the 2007 elections. Ramos 
threatened to withdraw support from Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo unless she declared 
by New Year's Day that she was against the 
move. 

Ramos should have just kept quiet and en- 
joyed his retirement from politics. His move 
‘was divisive. He can cast his "No" vote in a 
plebiscite, like any other citizen, on the pro- 
posed constitutional revision. 

In the 2000 US presidential elections, for- 
mer US President Bill Clinton just kept silent 
when Democrat presidential candidate Al 
Gore and Democrat vice presidential candi- 
date Joseph Lieberman lost the 25 hotly con- 
tested electoral votes of Florida to Republican 
George W. Bush and Richard Cheney. National- 
Jy Gore was winning in both popular and elec- 
toral votes. 

Оп Dec. 8, 2000, the Florida Supreme 
Court ordered the manual recounting of bal- 
lots in some counties known as the 
Democrats’ strongholds. Bush's legal team ap- 
pealed to the Supreme Court and sought an 


THE NOV 7, 2005 ISSUE OF THE INQUIRER. 
carried a news item titled "Negros farmers get 
incentives to plant coconuts.” It mentioned 
that “the Philippine Coconut Authority will im- 
plement a plant-now-pay-later program to en- 
courage farmers to plant coconuts" and that 
under the plan, farmers would be initially pro- 
vided with seedlings of early bearing dwarf co- 
сопи. И also reported that the program was 
open to farmers with one-half hectare to five 
hectares of land. 


On Nov, 9, 2005, 1 mailed a letter addressed 


Pasig City 


| Unsolicited paid text messages 


mo messages, but it seems the National 
Telecommunications Commission (NTC) is 
helpless, powerless and useless when it comes 
to unfair trade practice. 

Who can I turn to for help, to stop the mo: 
bile phone company from sending me these 
messages? I'm not a fan of any celebrity. In 
fact, 1 do not even watch the silly talk shows on 
‘TV that discuss their personal lives. I simply do 
not care about celebrities, And 1 do not like 
their choice of ringtones, " 

T hope that through the Ingumer this prob- 
lem will be solved. It's not only me complain 
ing about this annoying practice of mobile 
phone companies. My friends have also been 
‘complaining about this practice, whiich not on- 
ly deprives me of my prepaid load but also dis- 
turbs me during meetings and interviews, and 
disrupts my concentration when I'm writing an 
article. 

—NITOS S. GARCIA, 
Fairview, Quezon City 


Ramos and Filipinos, Clinton and Americans 


injunction to stop the recount. 

By Dec. 12, 2000, the US Supreme Court 
had ruled to reverse the Florida Supreme 
Court. Bush and Cheney were sworn in as pres- 
ident and vice president respectively on Jan. 
20, 2001. 

‘The majority of the Americans said that the 
US Supreme Court, not the electorate, deter- 
mined the outcome of the elections. 

The same thing happened in the Phili 
pines when Ms Arroyo was sworn in as Presi 
dent by then Supreme Court Chief Justice Hi- 
lario Davide Jr. on Jan. 20, 2001, nonwith- 
standing that the impeachment trial of Presi- 
dent Estrada was aborted after the prosecu- 
tors walked out of it. In spite of their 
dastardly act, Davide did not hold the prose- 
cutors in contempt. This was repeated on 
June 30, 2004 when Ms Arroyo was once 
again sworn in as President—not acting—by 
Davide despite the pending electoral protest 
that Fernando Poe Jr. filed amid allegations 
that Ms Arroyo rigged the 2004 presidential 
elections. 

Even though Clinton and the Americans 
who voted for Gore were not satisfied with 
the Supreme Court decision, they remained 
calm. There was no parliament of the streets, 
no rallies and demonstrations telling Bush to 
step down. Nobody raised the suspicion that 
Florida Gov. Jeb Bush was responsible for the 
Florida election debacle. Incidentally, Gover- 
nor Jeb is the brother of George W. Bush. 

—ELIGIO M. PASTORIN, 
Rositaville Subdivision, 
Concepcion], Marikina City 


Who’s manning PCA Laguna? 


to the officer in charge of the PCA at Poblacion, 
Alaminos, Laguna, asking him if the PCA has a 
similar "plant-now-pay-larer" program in La- 
guna. 1 mentioned in the letter that | own à 
parcel of land in Sta. Cruz (Laguna) which I 
would want to be planted with the PCAS early 
bearing dwarf coconut. 
it has been more than a month since then, 
but until now I have yet to hear from PCA La- 
guna or its officer in charge. 
FERNANDO TOBIAS, 
3750 Sto, Angel Sur, Sta, Cruz, Laguna. 
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Dog meat eating doesn’t 
hound Cordillera natives 


By Desiree Caluza 
Sagada, Me, Province 


ACKSON BAYANG, A 36-YEAR- 
old native of Sagada, Mt. 
Province, has been eating dog 
meat for as long as he can remember. 

While the issue of butchering dogs for food 
has remained contentious, Bayang said eating 
dog meat should not be such a sensitive topic. 
or judged by those who do not know the cul- 
ture in the Cordillera. 

“Tt comes natural, like eating pork or chick- 
en. Itis part of our culture and there is no way 
this can be stopped," he said. 

Former Mayor Thomas Killip of Sagada, 
Mt. Province, said that while American mis- 
sionaries transformed local practices when 
they introduced Christianity to the Cordillera 
natives, rituals and traditional practices, like 
dog meat eating, had persisted. 

"le may be that the American missionaries 
did not try to discourage or 
prohibit dog meat eating be- 
cause they knew that it was 
part of our culture, diet and 
luxury,” said Killip. 

Rev. Moreno Tuguinay 
former parish priest of Saga- 
da, said rituals involving 
dogs had been practiced by 
his ancestors who were in- 
volved in tribal wars. 

"Those who came back 
fom the war had to be 
cleansed in a ritual called 
the daw-es. A dog had to Бе 
sacrificed to cleanse [а war- 
rior] because he was pre- 
sumed to be dirty after killing [an enemy] 
said Tuguinay. 

Accounts of Benguet’s Kankanaey and 
Ibaloi peoples also had dogs as ritual animals 
when tribal war was rampant in parts of the 
mountain region. 


al communities." 


Healing ritual 

Former Vice Gov. Wasing Sacla, in his 1987 
book “Treasury of Beliefs and Home Rituals,” 
said the dog was the sacrificial animal in a 
healing ritual called the tomo. 

‘The Kankanaey of northwest Benguet prac- 
tice the tomo in connection with tribal wars, 
Sacla said. The ritual is performed to prevent. 
the spirits of those killed in battle from haunt- 
ing the survivors, he said. 

“Since blood was spilled, the tomo was per- 
formed to cleanse or purify those who partici- 
pated directly or indirectly [in the battle]. For 
the tomo, the ritual animal is the dog on the 
belief that it barks and, therefore, can drive 
away the haunting spirits,” he said. 

Five men are chosen to participate in the 
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What the law says 
REPUBLIC Act No. 

mal Welfare Act of 1998 criminallzes 
the sale of dog meat, even though it 
provides a way out for many 
Cordilera communities that use 
dogs as ritual offerings. Section 6 
allows the slaughter of dogs "when 
itis done as part of the religious rit- 
uals of an established religion or 
sect or a ritual required by tribal or 
ethnic custom of indigenous cultur- 


ritual. They carry bolos and spears and wear 
woven bamboo headgear decorated with 
feathers. 

The manbunong (or mambunong, a native 
priest) first instructs the men to go on a head- 
hunting expedition to simulate а battle. They 
find an imaginary enemy in the form of a fern. 
tree, The leader thrusts his spear into the 
trunk while the rest cut down the branches. 


‘The enemy's head!” 

As they slice off the bud, the men shout, 
““Na-akal” (We got youl), followed by “Ooooy! 
Ooooy!" The leader pierces the fern with his 
spear, shouting, “Nay di toktok di ka-ibaw 
tako! (Here is the head of the enemy!)” 

The manbunong then asks the warriors, 
"Sino sa? (Whose head is that?).” The war- 
riors respond: “Toktok di buso (The head of 
ourenemy)." 

‘The tribal priest asks the men to lay their 
‘weapons on the ground and the sacrificial dog 
near the weapons. After the prayers, the war- 

riors slit the dog's throat 
and its blood is gathered in 
а bowl. The animal is then 
singed, slaughtered and 
sliced into pieces for cook- 
ing. 

‘While the meat is being 
cooked, the manbunong 
chants the agsangey (ritual 
prayer) and perform a ritu- 
al dance. 

The Ibaloi, who live in 
the southeast part of the 
province, call the practice 
temmo. 

Tn the temo, Sacla said, 
the dogs bile was "read" 
for omens. If the reading is good, it is believed. 
that the spirit has been appeased and will 
never haunt a person again. 

‘The patay (skin) of the legs and the altey 
(liver) are roasted for another offering to the 
spirits. The rest of the meat is cooked in a vat. 

‘The blood is contained in a cleaned intes- 
tine to make the pinuneg (blood sausage). 

When everything is cooked, the meat is 
presented to the spirits. The warriors and oth- 
er community members then partake of the 
food 

After the feast, the manbunong and the 
warriors sing the angba (ritual song) and beat 
metal pieces toa rhythm similar to that heard 
when war is forthcoming, 

“Taboo is observed after performing the 
temmo. The material offerings are then 
placed in a corner where no man or animals 
may step on them,” Sacla wrote. 

“The manbunong and the warrior charac- 
ters in the ritual are not allowed to sleep with 
their wives for the night. They have to sleep 
somewhere else.” 


8485 or the Ani- 


Interaction 


painting: . 


A lot of it is ‘pakiramdam; 


ALLAN Cosio applies the finishing touches on his work during a 


Camp John Hay. 


By Elizabeth Lolarga 
Contributor 


several painters working on one 

canvas, is like a form of play and 
sharing, So says painter Rafael Cusi 
who, with Ivi and Allan Cosio, Egay 
Fernandez, Tiny Nuyda, Hermes Ale- 
gre, Gig and Vincent de Pio, Gene 
Gonzalez and Jemina Reyes, filled 
up two four-feet-by-eight-feet panels 
at the Camp John Hay Suites in 
Baguio City. 


I NTERACTION PAINTING, WITH 


‘The 10 make up the Blumentritt Group of 
Artists that started painting sessions in 1994 
when Ed Soler put up the Ad Infinitum 
Gallery. 

Cusi is challenged by interaction because it 
primarily requires the Filipino trait of "paki- 
ramdam” or being sensitive to another's 
needs, 

“The vibes should be good,” he says. "You 
should understand one another, It's not just a 
matter of having talents and skills. You should 


егасбоп painting at 
кувет) 


have the same wave length or else you get ex- 
tremes, someone doing abstract and another 
doing realistic painting in one piece." 

Gig de Pio, a master portraitist, defines in- 
teraction as an occasion for artists to get to- 
gether for a fellowship, an exchange of ideas 
and beliefs, On this social activity a true artist. 
realizes where he/she stands. 

“An artist needs to know what other artists are 
doing either to forward his/her ideas or not to be. 
doing what the others are already doing,” he says. 

He remembers the early interaction works in 
the 1970s of Nuyda, Alfredo Roces, Romulo Gali- 
cano, Sofronio Mendoza and the late Hemanclo 
Ocampo, Cesar Legaspi and Onib Olmedo, who 
‘comprised the Saturday Group that used to hang, 
out at Taza de Oro in Ermita, Manila, for art talk, 
gossip, beer, coffee and painting together. 

De Pio used to observe the interactive activi- 
ties that require compromise. “They were mixing 
together, but their styles were identifiable like 
their own handwriting. They used prominent 
formsand symbols so they can be identifiable," 

He agrees with Cusi about the need for 
pakiramdam. “Interaction is like dancing. You 
don't step on the toes of your partner" 

Meanwhile, the Blumentri Group continues 
the dynamic art form the Saturday Group started. 


In Mt, Province, the daw-es is performed to 
cleanse a person who had committed a crime, 

“If somebody is sentenced, imprisoned and 
released, he is not allowed to enter the com- 
munity until they offer a dog in the dap-ay (а 
place where Cordillera elders meet to settle 
disputes or discuss community issues). 

"The daw-es is part of the cleansing of the 
person who is presumed to be dirty because of 
the guilt he has done,” Tuguinay said. 

Jaime Dogao, an elder from Barangay 
Ankileng in Sagada, said the person who is 
the subject of a daw-es was not allowed to eat 
the dog meat offered in the ritual, Other com- 
munity members are not allowed to eat the 
sacrificial animal, but they can partake of dog 
meat that is not used in the ritual. 

Only elders who perform the daw-es eat the 
offering, said Gov. Maximo Dalog, The ritual 
loses its effect if others eat it, he said. 

Dogao said people would usually volunteer 
their dogs for the ritual, and it was only in re- 
cent years that sacrificial dogs were bought. 


Dogs аге not raised commercially in the re- 
gion, he said. Most of the dogs are bought 
from local residents for P1,000 per animal. 

‘Tuguinay said dog meat eating was also 
practiced in the Cordillera because the na- 
tives believed that the meat could warm up 
the body, especially during the cold season. 

Dr. Charles Cheng, а local historian, said 
the Chinese who helped build the Kennon 
Road in the early 19005 introduced different. 
ways of preparing dog meat dishes. 

The Chinese, he said, taught the locals how 
to prepare adobong aso and a special dog soup. 
cooked with spices and medicinal herbs 
brought from China. 


DOGS are sacrificial 
animals in the. 
Cordillera. They are 
offered in rituals to 
protect tribe. 
members from. 
harm. 
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Rizal Park, Manila, Philippines 
Thursday to Saturday 6:30 PM 
Sunday 5:00 PM 
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Cops confirm Quezon ‘jueteng return 


ÉUCENA CITY—POLICE IN QUEZON HAVE FINAL- water the existing strike-one poli- log. , 2 were known. уук bet collectors. Я 
P Р "m cy" Manzano said. “In the coming days, there Mayor Jesse redo, ina letter 2 V 
Jy admitted that the legal numbers game Jueteng” "ieri „ „ш te nese cma aridum dmm. A VIZCAYA 
35 back in the province with a vengeance and is be- jueteng е = — = a pudet опе. m RE = Lomibao on. dm. 10, M h . f 
Е" р " towns е тате revived. а matter of fact, the resurgence of jueteng in three 
ing operated by a certain Charing Magbuhos. Anti-Illegal Gambling SpecialOper- some of the cabos have already peer ишенсен cop сшеї$ 
‘They said jueteng financiers re- Quezon during its heyday ran to ation Task Force yielded no arrests. herded the pool of jueteng collec. Вие mayor of Calabanga, Ca- gay 
sorted to guerrilla type operations close to P1 million daily. Manzano said they also received tors for an picture taking for their marines Sur, one of the towns men- f d 
tb evade authorities. Intelligence reports named one reports that EZ2 is becoming a PCSO-issued identification card,” tioned by Robredo, denied the exis. ire over 
“A few days ago, we monitored Charing Magbuhos as the one be- front for jueteng. the informant said. tence of jueteng. 
through text messages and reports hind organized jueteng operations The game mechanics of EZ2, In Мара City, five persons were Calabanga Mayor Evelyn Yu said ¢ 9 $ 
oflocal police ... the sudden rash of in the province. whichisrunbythePhilippineChar- arrested for collecting EZ2 bets on it was very unusual and inappropri- jueteng 
kangaroo or guerilla-type jueteng In a guerillatype operation, ity Sweepstakes Office, is similar to suspicion they were working for ate for Robredo to point to her 
operations in the province,” Supt. jueteng draws are held in remote jueteng as players bet on two num- jueteng operators. town as one of the jueteng areas itp Melin G: 
Vilmor Manzano, Quezon police places, in running vehicles and, ber combinations from 1 to 31. Senior Supt. Romeo Mapalo, po- Camarines Sur. es ен t NON 
chief of investigation and intelli- sometimes, in a boat in the high However according to an insid- lice provincial director of Ca- Mapalo said he called on the PC- lorthern Luson Bureau. 
gence, admitted tothe INQURER. seas, to escape arrest, policesaid. е the renewed jueteng operation marines Sur said the bet collectors SOtostoptheoperationofEZ2be- soy ano, NUEVA VIZCAYA—THE. 
Manzano said police launched “Our order to chiefs of local po- in the province is only a rundown were arrested in a raid on EZ2 cause this was being used for li dire Са; ‘Valley T 
operations withlocalandvillageof- lice stations is to immediately stop to the introduction of the Small bookies in Barangay San Francisco jueteng. Delfin Mallari Jr. and em de геро m se i =$ re id 
ficials to stop jueteng. the jueteng operation under pain of Town Lottery, not only in Quezon inNaga. Juan Escandor Jr, PDI Southern “oire, IER ы. 
‘The total collection ofjuetengin immediate relief from their post butinmostareasinSouthernTaga- Не seid the EZ2 bet collectors Mense poids IS peu Eur 
“jueteng” bet collectors on Monday. 


Installation : 3 = Chic Supt. Jefferson Soriano, 


regional police director, said the 
Н m relief of Senior Supt. Robert Man- 
of new Tanauan t др " E gaccat, provincial police director, 
é x and that of Chief Insp. Francisco 
mayor ordered = 5 Palattao Jt, local police chief, was 
^ é Б in line with the "one strike" policy 
: 3 а А imposed on police officials by Di- 
THE COMMISSION ON ELEC- í : 1 rector General Arturo Lomibao, 
ED CPUs er d Е, аў PR EIE А E Philippine National Police chief. 
sein шак EE ў / 3 a Lomibao warned police chiefs 
ps und Torres n ы ` ‘ F P5 £5 that the first confirmed presence 
Pe ed Е торка of illegal numbers game within 
ху in Batangas and ordering in- 3 SSE YE ND, their areas would immediately 
cumbent Mayor Alfredo Corona D SAND 2 53 | result in their relief. 
to vacate his post. = аын дара ч ^ 
Jis writ of execution issued LE pere pen оо 
Jan. 16, the poll body directed the 5 у 2 5 task force on Monday 
li 3 n y swooped 
Deparment of the Interior and Lo- А dE WI down on a house in Barangay Wa- 
Sii Government, Batangas provin = £l b RES Са cal here, where thrice a-day draws 
cal election supervisor, Philippine < Sse. were supposedly being conducted. 
National Police and other authori- A N =; The suspects, all men aged 20 
tiesto enforce its Dec. 22, 2005 res- > lee but 
j AM 7 1056, tried to (lee but were even- 
ч = т=ш= Ў J ; tually arrested by policemen. 
wi D х 3 3 They were taken to the provin- 
elections. m > 3 | cial poli 
7: police office where charges of 
„е өл чч es poll ^ ^ : ч p violation of Republic Act 9287, ог 
sili р аве 3 BUSH | the revised anti-illegal gambling 
: 7 E = | law, were filed against them. 
office of the Mayor: ш City. s7 The arrest of the suspected co- 
Batangas and to, cease andi desist pee bradores (bet collectors) came 
fom discharging de powers and E [a Iu oes “4 | just rwo days after Lomibao, in a 
upeions ofthe sa ofc" - гч бра Мез 2: x visit here on Saturday, dismissed 
According to the Dec. 22 resolu- o 7 “ч, reports that the organized illegal 
боп, Toes Aquino is йе s numbers game had been revived 
à ‚102 v in the province. 
ојег Corona after a revision of the Quoting a report from another 
Palos. M task force he earlier sent here, 
pie d ane Lomibao said the supposed 
звіта Бу Сотто Мааа | Muslim migrants of Baguio convene in their finest garments on Tuesday at Burnham Park to celebrate the annual Feast of Sacrifice, a jueteng activities turned out to be 
Der d AGE Torah dE 0 | commemoration of Abraham's sacrifice of Ismael to God, which reveals the roots Islam shares with Christianity. The children received collections for EZ2, a govern- 
Ames maS | gifts after a morning ritual of sermons on the last month of the Muslim calendar. EvESeRTUpoLNORTHERNLuZoNsuntas | ment-sanctioned game. Witha 
members. report from Luigi del Puerto 
‘The 465-page resolution found 
defective the results of the City 
вак бшш шше; 21 Negros mayors face raps for open dumps RoUNDUP 
votes against Aquino's 28,201 ‘Bali ins? bui 
votes ora supposed lead of 3,741 By Romy G.Amarado which took effect in 2001, all lo- Guihulngan and Vallehermoso. Balikbayans en nom 9 саса. 
votes. PDI Visayas Bureau cal government units (LGUs) in 1а Negros Oriental, only the z : 


isi 


fs 


ipinos joined some 100 volunteers in building 
An election protest filed by the country only have three years cites of Bais, Canlaon and e иш. 
Aquino on May 20, 2004 alleged DUMAGUETE — CITY—IWENTY within which to convert their Bayawan and the town of San Bornes to рон Бийи Sek били Sen 


gay Rizal here as рап of Gawad Kalinga Founda- 
tion's project. Mayor Amelita Navarro said the 
balikbayans stayed here for a week not only to 


fraud in the balloting and led toa one city and municipal mayors in open dumps into controlled ones. Jose have sanitary landfills, said 
recount and appreciation of ballots Negros Oriental face administrative АПСИ were mandated toes- Mario Aragon, the regional envi- 
from the 342 precincts of the 26 charges or theirfailuretobuildsani- tablish a sanitary landfill on or ronmental management special- help in the construction but also to prepare gar- 
barangays of Tanauan City con- tary landfilsas mandated by Repub- before Jan. 26, 2006. Failure by istof DENR. GU dens for homeless residents. They also pledged 
ducted by the Comelec. lic Act (RA) 9003, or the Ecological LGUs to comply with the law Aragon said LGUs are required (Fax to finance the construction of two houses in the 
+ Last Jan. 8, more than 700 sup- Solid Waste Management Act. would also mean that local chief to use facilities and equipment KAVA vilage. 
porters of the embattled Corona The Department of Environ- executives and DENR personnel that effectively disposes of Villamor Visaya Jr., PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
held a vigil at the City Hall grounds ment and Natural Resources- face administrative sanctions, garbage. They are also required = x: É 
and assailed the Comelec resolu- Central Visayas regional office Fabre said. to separate solid from liquid Village official slain 
sion as a farce. (DENR 7) sent letters to the may- ‘The LGUs that were directed to wastes. BAMBANG, Nueva Vizcaya—A village official here was killed Sunday al- 
The protesters, led by the ors in mid-December directing comply with RA 9003 were the Aragon and Fabre agreed it legedly bya relative after an argument near the town cemetery їп Barangay 
Kalipunan ng mga Tanaueño Para them to comply with RA 9003 ог cities of Dumaguete and Tanjay would not be easy to build sani Buag here. Roman Anlag, 52, village ‘councilor of Barangay Magsaysay Hill, 
şa tunay na Tinig ng Tao (Katapat), face charges and the closure of and the towns of Basay, Sta. tary landfills because of financial was shot and killed allegedly by a cousin identified as Butch Anlag. Witness- 
dccused election officials and Тог. their open dumps, said Charlie Catalina, Siaron, Zamboanguita, constraints, as a sanitary landfill es said the two had a fist fight after which the suspect drew his gun and shot 
res-Aquino of connivance inrevers- Fabre, the Community Environ- Dauin, Bacong, Valencia, Sibulan, could cost atleast P50 million the victim. 
ing the results of the last elections. ment and Natural Resources Offi- Amlan, Pamplona, Mabinay, Fabre said he would call a Ben Moses Ebreo, PDI Northern Luzon Bureau 
Gina Rodriguez, PDI Southern cer of Dumaguete. Manjuyod, Bindoy, Ayungon, meeting with the mayors to find 5 
jaa borai rofDumagueté. д 9005, iym dimalalud La Lbenad, wayshow tofinance telandfils. Koreans in English camp 
PUERTO GALERA, Oriental Mindoro—The Sandbar resort has becomoa fa- 
P" . o vorite among Koreans because o Из scenery and good security, said Don- 
Cordillera dum of esticides says doc Эа Cañete, organizer of the English camp in the resort. Koreans come here 
Й Tor English classes during winter (ал. 1 to Fb. 8) and in summer. The 
Philippines serves as a teaching ground for basic English skill, added 
Cañete. 
By Delmar Cariño Я awardee of the Dz Jose Rizal make money than care for the Madonna T. Virla, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
PDI Northern Luzon Bureau Award for Excellence in Medicine health of farmers.” AS 
and Community Service. Cheng said farmers will swe шр Missing teacher found dead 
LA TRINIDAD, BENGUET—THE He said the Cordillera has the toP2milliona month ifthey would CALAUAN, Laguna—The remains of a missing female teacher was found 
Cordillera's vegetable farms have second highest incidence of blind- stop using too much chemicals. pere on Wednesday. Eloisa С. Caridad, 28, and a teacher of the Our Lady of 
become a dumping ground of X, ness in the country and this could The health of farmers is not the үре Abandoned Catholic School in Poblacion in Muntinlupa City, was identi- 
chemical-based farm inputs and р be due to exposure to too much only one in danger but also the re- fied through her remains and ‘belongings that were discovered їп а barangay 
unless conventional farming i ‘chemicals sprayed in the farms. gion’s rivers that could be contami- inthls town. A report submitted to Laguna provincial police director Senior 
practices are changed, these $ He said the sale of commercial nated by excessive pesticide usein Supt. Federico N. Terte said the victim's father, Ernesto Claridad, had told 
chemicals will continue to threat- farm inputs has become а “multi- the farms, he said. police that his daughter had been missing since Oct. 18 last year. 
en the environment and farmer? & billion [peso] industry” since farm- “The region is basically moun- Romulo 0. Ponte, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 
health, a doctor here said. ers have become the “willing con- — tainous. Chemicals used in the up- " iti 
"In Benguet alone, diseases Я „ sumen" Jands could go down to the major g competition 
among farmers have been ob- ‘Quoting figures from the Fertil-  riversand this could trigger a major PUERTO GALERA, Oriental Mindoro— The Puer- 
sérved to have a direct relation to T izer and Pesticides Authority, environmental problem," he said. to Galera Tourism Sector Coordinating Associa- 
the frequent use of commerci Cheng said Benguet farmers alone Тһе province produces more tion (Tosca), In coordination withthe Philippine 
pesticides and insecticides," said spent P28 million for chemicals in than 80 percent of Metro Manila's Board Sailing Association has announced the 
Dr. Charles Cheng, director of the farmers who attended the First 1983. supply of vegetables, More than L opening of the Puerto Galera Windsurfing Open 
Baguio-Filipino Chinese Hospital in Cordillera Organic Agriculture “This increased to P165 million 200,000 farmers are engaged in on Fab. porate пиш Galera Bay. The com- 
Baguio City. Congress at the Benguet State Uni- in 1994 and as of 2005, they now agriculture in the province's veg- Les EE CALL 
Cheng said his clinical studies versity on Friday. spend P500,000 a month on these erable belt. peines eed ir riesen 
have shown highincidenceofcan- Cheng, who has devoted part of synthetic farm inputs,” he said. ‘Cheng welcomed government с Ph dd Els проле 5 те. 
cg, asthma, skin diseases and aller- his medical practice on researching Не assailed multinational com- efforts to encourage farmers 10 wingsuring. For detalls, contact poderes (043) 201 9344. meri 
gy among farmers. the Ш effects of chemical spray on panies manufacturing the chemi- shift from conventional farming to ара еа БА ЕНИ 
He presented these findings to vegetable farms, was a lifetime cals, saying “most ‘of them prefer to organic farming. Bios 
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By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


A TELEVISION REPORTER WHO LOST HER 
cell phone to a robber in Pasig City last Satur- 
day found it after a few hours—in a shopping 
mall where it was being offered for sale. 

But her story doesn’t end there. 

When she confronted the owner of the 
store, he offered her another cell phone, which 
she later found out was the same one that had 
been stolen from her co-worker 


Surprise, surprise 

Theresa Andrada, a reporter for ABCS, told 
the police that a robber took her cell phone, an 
XDA-II PDA, in Pasig City early Saturday morn- 
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ASHOEMAKER in Marikina City works cheerfully, des} 
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TV reporter loses phone; 
finds it in shopping mall 


‘When she went around the Greenhills Shop- 
ping Center in San Juan to look for a replace- 
‘ment hours later, she was surprised to see her* 
‘own phone—which she recognized through its 
serial number—displayed in one of the stalls. 

Andrada confronted the stall owner who, in 
an effort to assuage her, offered her another 
cell phone of the same model at a lower price. 

A check of the phone's serial number, how- 
ever, showed that it was the same one a fellow 
АВС-5 reporter, Jason Torres, had earlier lost 
to another robber, 

Sought for comment yesterday, Andrada re- 
fused to speak about the case, saying the inci- 
dent wasa “private matter." 

‘The police, meanwhile, said the incident 
was “an isolated case" despite persistent ru- 


е the problems that ail the shoe business which once earned the city the 


mors of stolen phones rampantly being sold in 
the busy shopping area. 

San Juan Police chief Supt. Rodelio Jocson 
told the Tourn that he and his men, in coop- 
eration with mall executives, have been imple- 
menting safety measures at the shopping cen- 
terto prevent the sale of stolen goods. 


Proof of ownership 

"We have been asking the stall owners to ask 
for proof of ownership from people who will 
trade in their old phones," Jocson said. 

But again, itis possible that robbers could be 
faking documents as well, victimizing unsus- 
pecting stall owners, he added. 

Аз of yesterday, Andrada had not yet fled a 
formal complaint against the stall owner. 
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Shoemakers struggling to get back on feet 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


SEARCHING FOR HOPE AMID DOUBT, A 
family of shoemakers in Marikina City is 
struggling to hold onto a local tradition, 
which has bridged several generations, but is 
now ailing. 

His eyesight clear and his hands steady at 
age 60, Pepito is stil into shoemaking. 

Replacing the compound where he used to 
employ almost a hundred shoe makers three 
decades ago is a small storage room in Baran- 
gay Sto. Nifio. With its rusty roof supported 
by a ceiling worn out by termites, this is 
where he and his two remaining workers, 
composed of his wife and sister, work. 

‘The glorious days of his once brisk busi- 
ness, delivering thousands of pairs of leather 
shoes to famous department stores every 
week, is now slowly fading from his memory, 
replaced by thoughts of what went wrong, 
trying to make ends meet by selling synthetic 
shoes to small stalls selling garments for po- 
licemen beside Camp Crame in Quezon City. 

Pepito and his 36-year-old son Edgar, who 
also started his own shoemaking business 
when he got married, know the answers. 

But they are powerless to do anything, 
aside from standing by the only profession 
they know, the job that made it possible for 
Pepito to send all of his four children to col- 
lege. 

% will make shoes as long as Iive. I will die 
їп this profession,” he said, speaking inside 
his dimly lit storage room full of unused rub- 
ber soles. 


Edgar lives on Shoe Avenue, which resi- 
dents used to call Daang Bakal. The narrow 
alley, which runs for about three kilometers, 
used to be the center of shoemaking in the 
city, 

‘The street used to be lined with two-story 
houses on both sides, with shoemakers busy 
working on the lower floors. 

“From afar, you would hear the sound of 
hammers and sewing machines. You could 
walk on this alley with your eyes closed and if 
you opened your eyes any time, you would 
most likely see people making shoes,” shoe- 
maker Joel Gaudia, 40, also recalled 

Because of this 18-year-old tradition, 
Marikina City was dubbed the Shoe Capital of 
the Philippines. 

Some, however, have started calling shoc- 
making in Marikina City a “sunset industry.” 
Gaudia, who recently stopped operating his 
20-year-old shoemaking business, flatly de- 
scribes it as a "dying industry" 

Only a few backyard shops remain on the. 
once famous alley. The rest have been re- 
placed by sari-sari stores. 

Pepito and Edgar, just like Gaudia and their 
group Samahan ng Magsasapatos sa Pilip- 
inas, are blaming the invasion of imported 
shoes, particularly those pouring in from Chi- 
na, 

“Before, people here no longer had enough 
time to sleep, especially during peak months, 
because we were all busy making shoes. We 
were very happy,” Edgar said. 

“Now, most of us here just waste our time 
sleeping. We have nothing to do," he added. 


He himself had temporarily stopped mak- 
ing shoes for a logical reason: there were no 
orders. 

“We are losing our buyers to cheaper im- 
ported goods," Gaudia said, blaming the very 
low tariffs on imported shoes, an offshoot of 
the country’s membership in the World Trade. 
Organization. 

Figures from his group say that imported 
shoes invading the local market swelled from 
only 28 million pairs in 1997 to 60 million 
pairs in 2002, 

Because of the agreement, imported shoes 
became cheaper than locally produced shoes. 
Manufacturing shoes abroad and bringing 
them here became more profitable than 
putting up a factory and employing local 
shoemakers. 

From the more than 2,000 registered shoe 
makers in the city in 1994, according to Gau- 
dia, only 237 remain, according to the City 
Business Permits and Licensing Office 

'We cannot match the prices of imported 
shoes, especially because prices of raw mate- 
rials here are also shooting up,” Edgar added. 

For Gaudia, it is the pain of seeing thou- 
sands of workers losing hope and their future 
that is keeping him and their group holding 
on 

“phis is not just about shoemakers. The 
footwear industry is closely linked to several 
other industries,” he explained. 

"The struggle will be long and difficult, they 
admit. But hopefully, they have made the first 
few sieps—their Marikina-made shoes still 
firmly on their feet 
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By Tarra V. Quismundo 


HOW A RUSSIAN DIPLOMAT 
drowned in a pool inside a 
Makati condominium Sun- 
day night remained unan- 
swered yesterday as the po- 
lice continued their investi- 
gation into his death. 

“We have to determine if 
there were any untoward i 
cidents prior to the discovery 
of the body... that will lead us 
to conclude that it was not an 
accident," said Makati Police 
Department Homicide chief, 
Senior Insp. Gary Reyes. 

At around 7:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, the body of Gurgen 
Albertovich Balayan, а 22- 
year-old protocol officer, was 
found floating in a swimming 
pool inside the Makati Tus- 
сапу Condominium on Fonda 
Street corner Ayala Avenue in 
Makati City, where he had 


Russian envoy's 
deatb still a mystery | 


been staying. 

Balayan was rushed to the 
Makati Medical Center, but 
was declared dead on arrival 
at 7:45 p.m. 

Ап autopsy conducted by 
the regional crime laboratory 
of the Southern Police Dis- 
trict Scene-of-the-Crime Op- 
eratives showed that Balayan 
died of drowning, Reyes told 
the Inquinen yesterday. 

The police, however, have 
yet to determine whether 
Balayan drowned by acci- 
dent or if there was foul play 
involved. 

A laceration was found on 
the victim's head, indicating 
that he may have hit or was 
hit on the head. 

"We are waiting for the re- 
view of the CCTV (closed-cir- 
cuit television) tapes [con- 
taining video] taken of the 
pool area," said Reyes. 


Lim: Jaylo's case sets 
dangerous precedent 


By Leila B. Salaverria 
and Jerome Aning 


SENATOR AND FORMER MANI- 
la policeman Alfredo Lim has ex- 
pressed concern over the situa- 
tion of his former colleague, Rey- 
naldo Jaylo, who has become а 
wanted man. 

Jaylo, an ex-policeman and the 
former head of the defunct Presi- 
dential Anti-Illegal Recruitment 
Task Force (PAIRTF), has been or- 
dered arrested in connection with 
the serious illegal detention 
charges filed against him for con- 
ducting operations even after the. 
dissolution of his agency. 

The charges were filed after 
Jaylo and his men were accused 
of arresting alleged illegal re- 
cruiters without a mandate. They 
were also suspected of demand- 
ing money from their victims in 
exchange for their release 

The Deparument of Justice 
(DOJ) has called on the former 
PAIRTF chief to turn himself in 
and face the charges against him. 

"This is а dangerous prece- 


dent. Ifall the inmates execute an 
affidavit claiming that those who 
arrested them had demanded 
money, would the DOJ recognize 
this?" Lim said. 

Meanwhile, the government 
will form a new body to replace 
the PAIRTF which will deal with 
other problems such as human 
trafficking, Philippine Overseas 
Employment Administration 
(POEA) chief Rosalinda Baldoz 
said yesterday. 

Baldoz told reporters she was 
just waiting for the DOJ's go-sig- 
nal for the creation of the task 
force, which would be composed 
of representatives from various 
government offices. 

“We're just awaiting the recom- 
mendation from the DOJ regarding 
the composition of the new team, 
which we hope (will start (operat- 
ing) early this year,” she said. 

Baldoz said she expected the 
new team, which would be under 
the POEA, to be more powerful 
and effective than the PAIRTF as 
it would have immigration and 
police officers as members. 


No visits to the dentist 
for Roldan, says judge 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


NO SWEET SMILE FOR ACTOR 
and former Quezon City con- 
gressman Dennis Roldan this 
time. 

‘The Pasig City Regional Trial 
Court yesterday denied a mo- 
tion filed by Roldan’s lawyer 
that he be allowed to visit his 
personal dentist “as often as 
needed." 

The former actor-congress- 
man has been accused of mas- 
terminding the kidnapping of a 
3-year-old Chinese-Filipino boy 
in February 2005. His group al- 
legedly demanded at least P250 
million in ransom at the start of 
the negotiations. 

In his motion filed last month, 
Roldan asked the court to allow 


him to visit his personal dentist, 
who has a clinic in Timog Av- 
enue, Quezon City. 

Roldan is detained at the 
Pasig City Jail along with his five 
co-accused. 

But the prosecution opposed 
the motion, saying the request. 
“was too much to ask (for a) 
prisoner like him." 

Finding merits in the prosecu- 
tion's arguments, Judge Agnes 
Reyes-Carpio denied Roldan’s 
motion yesterday. 

“There being no showing that 
the resident dentist of the Pasig 
City Jail is not competent to at- 
tend to (Roldan's) dental prob- 
lems as often as needed, there is 
по imperative necessity for him 
to visit his personal dentist,” 
Carpio added in her order, 


METROBRIEFS 


Рагайацие sides with MMDA 
UNLIKE Makati City, 
Parañaque City fools more 
Kindiy toward the Metropol 
tan Manila Development Au- 
thority (MMDA). Parafiaque 
Mayor Florencio Bernabo 
told ho inoumen that he has 
asked the agency to contin- 
uo hs traffic management 
duties In the city, at loast for 
now. As soon as the city has 
fired and trained additional ratte enforcers, they wil 
take over from the MMDA the management of traffic 
fow in major thoroughfares ike the Ninoy Aquino In- 
ternational Aiport Road, Baclaran, Sucat Road and 
the Bicutan Interchange. For now, MMDA traffic on- 
forcers would be allowed to apprehend and issue 
"Traffic Violation Авсорі to erring motorists in tho 
city, Bernabe sald, Jocelyn Н. Uy. 


Theft suspect arrested 

THE MALABON City police have arrested a suspected 
member of a motorcycle theft gang operating In the 
city. In a report filed by PO2 Ananias Birad, officer on 
case, the suspect Identified as J-ar Bartolome 21, of 
Longos, Malabon City, was arrestad at dawn yester- 
day along F. Sevila Slrot, naar tho city's polico head- 
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quarters. Brad, however, did not give additional de- 
tails of Bartolome’s arrest to avoid tipping off other 
members of the syndicate, The suspect's arrest was 
carried out following several weeks of surveillance 
and based on information given by the gang's victims 
‘Nancy C. Carvajal 


"Teenagers rob teacher 

HIGH school taachor got ho shock of her (fe whan 
she found herselt being robbed by two boys no older 
than her own students the other night in Quezon City 
Marjorie Agbayani, 27, of Tatalon, Quezon City, was 
walking on the pedestrian overpass оп Common 
Wealth Avonue neat Ever Gotesco Mall when she was 
stopped by two boys at 9:30 p.m. Monday, the police 
sald A knifepoint, the boys, both 

13, asked for her cell phone, sald 

$РО1 Melchor Bornalte of the 

Batasan Hil police. When the vic- 

tim handed ovor hor phone, a Nokia 

3315, the suspects fled, ho added. 

Agbayani quickly informed tho 

Batasan Hilts police, who managed 

10 catch tho suspocts minutos iaer. 

Tha phone, омуш, was not rocov- 

red. Tho boys wil bo turned over to 

the Department of Social Ноого 

and Dovelopment 


Vagrants rounded up 
THE MANILA Police District (MPO) has vowed to inten- 
йу ts crackdown on vagrants and stet familles as 
рап ot ts "At Yur Serbis: Pulls na Mablis, Opis па Mali 
fis" program. "The presence of straet familles leads to 
higher crime ratos in the cit IPD director Chief Supt. 
Pedro Bulaong sald in a phone Interview. Bulaong added 
that they have tumed over some chidren and tales 
living on the streets to tho Mana Social 
Wolfre Department "to ensure that they 
Koop otf steals permanently” With ls 
cleaiinoss and quick response program, 
"А Yur Serbis: ull na Mails, Opis na 
Malinis,” Bulaong hopes to restore ordar 
within tho vicinity of the сйу police: 
"lons and precincts, "It has 
been a common observa- 
tion that ratie jams and 
garbage mounds abound In 
areas surrounding the po- 
lico stations and precincts," 
Bulaong sald in an arl inarviow 
“This projets actually an answor to tho 
вше challange of Mayor Цо Aenzzs 
‘al, Bong whio опсо std that if some- 
no soos tari rff with diront ob- 
slrucions and arbago al ovr th 
stroots ho or shes near a Manila polico station,” Bu- 
опа aed sting tnat tna obsorvaton esti 
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the conceptualization of the program. The police chief 
said that vendors and public utility vehicle drivers stay 
near the precincts because of the sense of security the 
policemen provide. Bulaong also created a special team. 
headed by Police Community Relations officer Supt. Ed- 
die Perez to regularly inspect tha police stations and 
precincts. Margaux C. Ort 


No reservations 

PUT away those signs in parking 
areas which say “reserved for cus- 
tomers." A Quozon City councilor 
has reminded owners of establish- 
mants in the city that Itis unlawful 
for them to place reserved signs In 
public areas which thay have turned 
Into parking spaces in tho city. An. 
‘ordinance passod last year declares. 
that hase arcas technically belong 
tothe city government, and can 
thus be fraoly used by the public, 
according to Councilor Bernadette Horrara-Dy. Ordi- 
manca 1465 prohibits securlty guards from driving away 
Individuals who havo parked In front of an establishment 
evon it they are not customers. Horrora-Dy, however, 
дапййөй that tho local law does not cover privato areas. 
spociticaly used for parking, such as those In mals. She 
sald mall parking spaces belong to the company and aro 
‘considorad privato property. DJ Yap 
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Fly the quickest way to the City of Angels. 
It’s the first non-stop ever from Bangkok. 


THAI offers the speediest Rayal Orchid Service ever. The L.A. Express with 
the latest Airbus A340, equipped with all the amenities including self-select. 
entertainment and the courteous service unique to THAI. Find your seat, 

‘ine and let the crew that is versed in making passengers feel comfortable, 
pamper you with delicious meals and superb drinks. This express experience. 
is one you'll look forward to repeating. 


This LA, Express connects with THAI's daily afternoon fight from MANILA 
THAI, Smooth as silk. 


For more information, please call your travel agent ог THAI Reservations 
Makati 8124744 Manila 52801221025 Cebu (032) 2322405 
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14 children hospitalized 
for eating ‘tuba-tuba’ seeds 


By Tina G. Santos 


FOURTEEN CHILDREN IN TONDO, MANILA, 
were hospitalized on Monday after eating ће 
seeds of the “tuba-tuba” (scientific name Jat- 
ropha curcas) plant. 

"The victims, with ages ranging from 5 to 13 
yearsold, were taken to the Jose В. Reyes Memo- 
tial Medical Center in Sta. Cruz, Manila, after 
complaining of vomiting and dizziness. 

Dr. Eduardo Serrano, head of the Preventable 
Diseases Division of the Manila City Health Of- 
fice, said the children were in stable condition 
and were set to be discharged last night, Serrano 
said the children told him that they were walking 
around their neighborhood in Vitas, Tondo, at 
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around 3 p.m. Monday when one of them зроб: 
ted the tuba-tuba plant with its green fruits 

‘One boy picked the fruits and ate the seeds, 
Serrano said. When he told his companions that 
the seeds were delicious, they followed his lead, 
he added. But after 30 minutes, Serrano said 
some of the children started vomiting while the 
others complained of dizziness, Alarmed, their 
parents brought them to the hospital. 

Serrano wamed other children not to eat the 
fruit ofthe tuba-tuba plant, which belongs to the 
coconut family. 

‘According to health officials, the seeds of the 
plant contain toxic substances that can affect the 
liver and even the heart. Just eating one seed can 
cause abdominal pains dizziness and diarrhea, 
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Win-bound Pacquiao unveiled 
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If you don't want this 


Filipino hero delights fans in open sparring ahead of Las Vegas journey 


By Recah Trinidad 


LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA—MANNY PAC- 
quiao’s final workout here was opened to the 
public and what loomed was a skilled, vicious 
fighter who appeared only a knockout win 
shy of becoming a boxing masterpiece. 
The unveiling of Pacquiao, whose Сагі, so they could motor to Las Ve- 
training sessions had been sched- gasin the aftemoon. 
uled behind closed doors, was total- Pacquiao was a true delight. 
ly unscheduled. Tt was not exactly a new Manny 
Trainer Freddie Roach had to Pacquiao who awed spectators with 
give in to a sparring regimen іп фе newfound skills and techniques. 
morning, before a big crowd at Wild But the Pacquiao they saw was a 
far cry from the confused, overeager. 
slugger who lost to Erik Morales ina 
bloody, dramatic showdown last 
March. 
Pacquiao yesterday was polished, 
strong, sure, Ға little fancy. 
He did a Muhammad Ali, aped 
‘Sugar Ray Leonard, and banged at 
his sparmate with ferocity reminis- 
cent of Roberto Duran. 
= Roach said Pacquiao now 
= has power in both hands. 
3 y But the problem, he said, 
"was that Pacquiab 
played to the big 
crowd. 
"He wants to 
thrill” Roach said. 
"But you see him at 
his best on Saturday.” 
‘The transformation 
notwithstanding, 
Roach said Pacquiao will 
have to surpass himself in 
the rematch with Morales. 
“Morales will surely bring 
. in his best game, he's a tough 
guy, but we're ready for him, 
Roach said. 
Pacquiao did not have to 
be told that yesterday's 
show.was purely a re- 
л hearsal. 
р ~g Tohitehe greatest jack- 
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the Surprise! 


Kia Motors has worked hard to improve and develop constantly, giving us the power to take you 
by surprise. And that we'll do each time you see or try out one of our latest vehicles. Have a look 
at Kia Motors. We've got a lot more surprises in store for you in 2006. 


[ А pot of his career, he has to 
ЗР, beas good as he was yes- 
£4 A terday inside the ring on 
gh" Saturday 
Pacquiao is being 
paid $2 million to 
fight Morales again, 
but his expenses are 
‘mounting. He has already set aside 
$40,000 for tickets to be distributed 
to those who had placed early re- 
quests, 

‘Add to that the growing list of 
those whom he had to provide plane 
tickets for, from Manila to here and 
back. 

‘There's an easy way for Pacquiao 
to recover, or even gain on, his ex- 
penses, however, 

That is, if Morales, whos being 
paid $3 million, checks in for the 
fight over the 130-Ib limit. 

As mandated by the Nevada 
‘State Boxing Commission, each ex- 
‘cess pound would cost Morales a 
$250,000 in penalty, which would 
then be given to Pacquiao. 


LEANER but meaner, Manny 
Pacquiao jumps in glee as he 
finishes his final workout 
Saturday at the Wild Card gym of. 
his trainer Freddie Roach in Los 
Angeles, California . Note the 
elbow pad on Pacquiao's left 


SUBSTANDARD 
and INFERIOR 
truck bodies іп the market?! 


More than that, it would mean 
that the taller Morales, a three-time 
world champion, had to deprive 
himself of proper nutrients as fight 
дау nears to make the weight limit. 
‘According to Pacquiao, Morales 
at 29 years old would find it doubly 
harder to trim down to 130 Ibs. 
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Pacquiao tries his luck 
in new Las Vegas venue 


By Recah Trinidad m PRAE Wu <1 ment at the lobby of Wynn's, a 
Ji Beds AS itd v, 2,700-room wonder that boasts a 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA— ff di tet on БЧ j^ um ы golf course in its vast compound. 
Manny Pacquiao, frustrated їп [Ж ` ^ Morales arrives at this gam- RP champ Dondon Sultan mixes it up with Cesar Yarte during their 
two previous bids at MGM ë ( o bling mecca Tuesday in a private title fight at the Gaisano Mall in Cebu City over the weekend. 
Grand here, tries to hit his ca- D “jet in time for the press confer- y 
reer’s biggest jackpot in a new wv ^r 1 P 'ence on Wednesday: * 
arena оп Saturday (Sunday | "The weigh-in is scheduled Fri- 
morning in Manila). ае Мап retains KE 
Pacquiao rode in his gray P6.5 i ed to check in pale and wan after 
million Porsche sports car with у : EH struggling with excesspoundage. д * Й 
Jinkee and ally Rex "Wake" ^ È Pacquiao is expected to breeze tit e: Catu a ins 
Salud to this glittering gambling s through the scales. , W 
capital where he was welcomed However, the Pinoy idol, who 
with balloons and cheers by the y NA o 5. | Showed up with a taped forearm CEBU CITY—RP WELTERWEIGHT Sultan stopped his foe with 
Filipino staff of the fabulous K for his final sparring yesterday, boss Dondon “Supremo” Sultanim- 1:35 left in the seventh in the bout 
‘Wynn's Las Vegas, built along the e will have to do something drastic,  pressively retained his national title promoted by Sammy Gello-ani, 
world-famous Stip eight months : iue Short of cutting the ropes, in ог. her he halted challenger Cesar Inthe other bouts, Robert "Cliff 
ago. " z { der to free himself of the techni- үзле in the seventh round of their Smart" Allanic scored knock- 
Unlike in his past two major 7 1 " o cal barriers to be erected by bout Sunday night in the main downs in the second and fourth en 
fights here, there was no giant я * Morales inside the fight ring. event of a Sinulog card at the route toa unanimous decision win 
PERS ar enmouncing Pacquiao's PACQUIAO exchanges sharp punches with asparmate, отир „Morales can be expected to Gaisano Countymal parking area. over a tough Nonoy Devilleres. 
Jan. 21 rematch with Erik show up for the fight fully ^ Sultan knocked out challenger In the other bouts, Donnie Nietes 
Morales along the special high- ofhotel-casinos. presence was all about. recharged after reporting like а CesarYartein 1:35 of the seventh scored a lop sided beating on Noel 
Moraes fg рне heart of las But when he entered the hotel Thefirstbatle was anepic,an- tubercular for the weigh-in in the round to retain to retain his web Veonque 6054 in all tee judges; 
Vegas and its spellbinding cluster lobby, Pacquiao wastold what his nounced the framed annouce- first encounter. ferweight title, while Federico Rey Caitom ТКОЗ JR Llanasa at the 


mit Сашу, caprured the 1:15 mark of the 2nd round; AJ Ba- 

" я p . . s reis wit ‘lose al also TKO'd Rodel 

NCRAA caging: Lightnings sink PMI Admirals ies desen veon or: 236 afie Si Stervin Pro dei: 
Louie Bantigue in a pair of sioned War Bartiquel; Pedro Malco 


4 thrilling matches presented by КОЧ Ricky Escaner at 2:48 of th 
[ASIAN COLLEGE OF SCIENCE AND TECHNOL- Rey Agapito canned two free throws with 15 two free throws with eight seconds left to power Hope аи 2nd ө] Rogen Flores UN 


day nipped Philippine Maritime Insitute, 112- seconds leas the Lightings rebounded бот, PATTS past AMA Computer College, 71-68. Television, Viva Sports, Outlast, Badayo 2:09 of the 2nd round; 
ЖЫ ушеу in the 13th National Capital Re- (ће 62-65 loss they suffered at the hands of the ito Casi, a prized recruit from Dumaguete Ат Philippines, ВЗ ЛАМИ 
Жон Ainete Association (NCRAA) men’ basket- Arellano University Flaming Aows lat Friday Су shot a game-high 28 pois for the Light- Star and the Journal Group of LAT Orem акан A 
ball tournament at ће EAC Sports Center. In the second game, Jeffrey Justiniano sank nings, who took a 54-42 spread at ‘halftime. Publications. L Lagumbay, Contributor 
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Watch Pinoy Power in America’s Hottest Dance Challenge! 
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SPORTS 


January bad 
for RP boxers 


THE MAJORITY OF 
Filipinos are upbeat 
about Manny Pac- 
quias ^ chances 
against Erik Morales 
despite being the 
10-8 underdog in 
oddsmaker? books 
їп their Jan. 22 re- 
match at Че 
Thomas and Mack 
Center in Las Vegas. 
.. Oneboxingexpert, for example, feels that 
if Morales has had difficulty achieving the 
required weight, "he won't be at a hundred 
percent going into the fight and will be 
- [nocked out within six rounds. On the other 
7 hand, Manny is focused and well-prepared.” 
* Another factor going against Morales, ac- 
cording to the expert, is that he trained in a 
~ new camp under a new trainer 
+> "The changes might not serve him well 
Morales can't get any better than how he 
+ fought in the first fight, but Manny can do 


| much, much more,” said the expert. 


Beth Celis 


i^ For Peter Chanliong, chief operating 
officer of Solar Entertainment Corp, 

> which will air the fight here in the Philip- 
pines, the bout will be tightly fought from 
start to finish. 

By “finish,” Peter means the ninth 
round where he sees Manny winning by 
technical knockout. 

^1 predict it is going to be a very close 
fight,” said Peter, who flies to Las Vegas 
‘this Friday to witness the rematch live. 

‘The fight will be shown live at the cine- 
+ mas of SM Department Stores (Mega 
7 Mall, North Edsa, Cebu, Manila, Fairview 

and South Mall) and Rockwell. 

‘According to Jude Turcuato, Solar VP. 
for marketing, SM will sell tickets at P300 
per, and Rockwell at P500 рес 

Airing starts at 8 a.m., Jude said, for 
the undercards and a bout that features 
Filipino Jimrex Jaca. 

Indeed, everything looked hunky-dory 
for Pacquiao until boxing researcher Ted- 
dy Reynoso came up with this damper: 
Based on his research, Teddy said Jan- 
чагу is not a good month for Pinoy box- 
ers, especially if the match is held abroad. 

"Of the five world title fights involving 
Pinoys held in January all but one lost to 
foreign foes. December is a more favor- 
able month, with 7 out of 8 Pinoys win- 
ning world title fights, among them Pac- 
quiao, Luisito Espinosa, Pedro Adigue, Er- 
bito Salavarria and Dodie Boy Peñalosa,” 
‘Teddy reported. 

Getting hold of a confidential report that 
says PBA commissioner Noli Eala had invit- 
‘ed basketball stakeholders and BAP presi- 
dent Joey Lina to a meeting, 1 immediately 
texted Noli to find out what was cooking. 

To start with, Noli said the report was on- 
Jy halftrue. Not all the stakeholders were in- 

vited. The meeting was only among Lina, 
PBL commissioner Chino Trinidad and him- 

~ self. 

1 And what did they talk about? 

“Were still discussing the options and 
studying the precedents,” was ай Noli would 
Say. 1 take it that these discussions will be a 
continuing activity, since Noli said he expects 

1 the group to come up with something more 
concrete by next week. 
A toast to the PBAs man-ofthe-hour 
Bo Perasol, head coach of giant killer 
Air21 whose name I can now spell cor- 
rectly 
> Having beaten the strongest PBA 
teams this conference, Bo was the main 
topic of conversation in last Saturday's 
two-hour “Usapang Sports” program 
over Radio dzME. 
15 Studio guests and callers said Bo has 
‘proven that his ballelub’s “field all 12 

players” philosophy, which other coaches 
{find unworkable, can be implemented 
Tiwith good results. 

‘They also said that the Express’ rever- 
28al of fortunes can be attributed to a 
Zinuch stronger lineup this season, and 
{the vast improvement of new acquisition 
| Yancy de Ocampo, thanks to a basketball 
Z scholarship in Florida, compliments of 
2 his former team Talk 'N Text. 

22 And, of course, they said there's the dy- 

7 hamic and youthful coaching staff head- 
èd by PBA rookie Bo to give credit to. 

22 Bo admitted there were times when he 

T fielded in less than 12 players, as observed 

{by scribes covering the PBA. 

ТТ "Bur these were times when a player was 

+ either injured, sick or suspended,” he ex- 

+ plained. 

Zi Bo said the mere thought that his team 
" was able to equalize the series versus Talk N 
‘Text—and before that, eliminate San Miguel 
Beer—makes him feel great, 
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 Portmasters defang 


‘tough Teethmasters 


a big quarterfinal edge. акн 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


ТА TENORIO STARTED OUT STRONG, WHILE JOSEPH 
Yeo and Rob Reyes finished hot for Harbour Centre as the 
Portmasters nipped the Hapee-PCU Teethmasters, 69-63, 
to clinch the twice-to-beat quarterfinal edge in the PBL 


Heroes Cup yesterday at the San Andres Gym. 


“We're just one win away from the with nine points, six rebounds, six assists 
semis," said coach Jorge Gal- r- 
Jent as his Portmasters shoot 
for a semifinal slot against 
the Teethmasters in their 
quarterfinal match tomor- 
row. "We just played tough 
defense down the stretch, 
especially against their shooters.” 
"Tenorio flashed an all-around game 


ames Tomorrow” 222 three steals, 


(San Andres Gym) 
2p.m.—Montafa vs 
Granny Goose 
4 pm—Hepee-PCU 


_vsHarbourCentre | Prone? 


inding his range in the 
second half, Yeo finished 
with 12 points, while Reyes 
collected a team-high 13 
points, 16 rebounds and two 


The Portmasters also got an unex- 
pected boost from reserve guard JA 


Coching when the Teethmasters battled 
back in the fourth period. 

Granny Goose, also armed with the 
twice-to-beat bonus, will battle Montaña 
inthe other quarterfinal pairing. 

Rain or Shine and Magnolia Ке 
Cream have already advanced to the 
semifinals, the incentive given to two 
teams with the best records at the end of 
the elimination round. 

The scores: 

HARBOUR CENTRE 69—Reyss 13, Yoo 12, 
Coching 10, Tenorio 9, Palermo 7 Raymundo 6, 
Ardfano 4, Sagulndel 4, Alonzo 2, Gaco 2, Luan- 
2000,00. 

HAPEE-PCU 63-— Gres 12, Sanz 9, Gonzales 
9, Sols 8, Moreno 7, Веда 7, Castro 6, Razon 4, 
Misa, Gora 0, Cea. 

oorirs: 22-14, 36-30, 58-48, 6963 


Barako seek sweep; TNT, Air21 break tie 


SURGING RED BULL AIMS TO WRAP UP TTS 
quarterfinal duel with Alaska today in the San 
Mig Coffee Philippine Basketball Association Fi- 
esta Conference at the Cuneta Astrodome. 

Going for a sweep on the strength of their 2-0 
Jead in the race-to-three series, the Barako are 
seeking to forge a best-of seven clash with crowd- 
favorite Barangay Ginebra inthe semifinals. 

"Iis hard to predict a sweep because for sure, 
Game 3 is going to be a mental bate,” said Red 
Bull coach Yeng Guiao, following the Barakos 80- 
73 mastery of the Aces in Game 2 last Sunday "But. 
‘we will look really bad if we dont wrap цр” 


GAMES TODAY 
(Cuneta Astrodome) 
440 pm—Aasia vs 
Red Bull Barako 
735pm—lak 
"Tot vs AZ 
Game 1— Talk 'N Text 
d. i21, 111-109; Red 
Bull d. Alaska, 100-92 
Gamo 2—Ai21 d. Talk 
“N Tex, 90-87; Red 
Bull d. Alaska, 80-73 


Inthe other quarterfinal pairing, the Air21 Ex- 
press have the momentum against the Talk N 
Tert Phone Pals after squaring the series, 1-1, 
witha 90-87 win in Game 2, also last Sunday. 

‘The Phone Pals will parade Darvin Ham, a 6- 
foot-7 NBA journeyman, as replacement for 
Damien Cantrell in their bid for a semifinal seat 
‘opposite the Purefoods Chunkee Giants. 

The 32-year-old Ham, a 240-Ib bruiser saw ac- 
Чоп for at least six teams in the NBA, including 
the 2004 world champions Detroit Pistons. 

Gifted with springs on both legs, Ham was 
Xnown for his while playing for the Milwaukee 


A Taste of Magic 


Government Warning: 
Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 


‘Bucks, Washington Wizards and the Atlanta 
Hawks. He even shattered a backboard once. 
while strutting his wares with Texas Tech. 

“1 guess we just have to find a way against 
those mismatches,” said А21 coach Bo Perasol, 
referring to Talk 'N Texts three guard and front- 
line-heavy rotations. "es ай about adjustment.” 

Guiao said James Penny has been nothing less 
than outstanding for the Barako after replacing 
Quernont Greer prior to the series, 1 am more 
convinced now that Penny is the right import for 
ш,” said Guiao. “He's some sort of savior... and 
itSrubbing ооп the locals.” June Navarro 
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SPORTS 


WORLD No. I Roger Federer, who hadn't seen or knew of his opponent until match time, still reaches the second round with ease. 


AUSTRALIAN OPEN 


Great start for Hingis 


Swiss Miss routs foe; Federer, Hewitt gain 


MELBOURNE, AUSTRALIA— 
Martina Hingis looked like she’ 
never been away. 


Playing Tuesday on the center court where she 
won three of her five Grand Slam titles before re- 
tiring for three years, the 25-year-old Swiss star 
was right at home in the first major of her come- 
back, routing 30th-seeded Vera Zvonareva, 6-1, 
6-2, in the first round of the Australian Open. 

"Hingis victory was all the more impressive in 
that she had so litle trouble with Zvonareva, 
who became increasingly irritated with every- 
thing from Hingis’ winners to disputed line calis, 
repeatedly spiking her racket and smashing balls 
in anger. 

Some had questioned Hingis’ finess in 
‘warmup tournaments, but she moved well and 
looked sharp, confident and relaxed. She fin- 
ished with 17 winners and only 11 unforced er- 
то. 

“l just came out here the other day I could al- 
ready feel the atmosphere coming from the pre- 
vious years,” Hingis said. 

"You don't know how good it feels. This sur- 


face, this stadium has been so good for me.” 

Te was an easy day overall for the Swiss, with 
top-seeded Roger Federer overwhelming а play- 
er that he met for the first time just before the 
match. The lack of familiarity didn't matter as he 
needed only 83 minutes to oust Denis Istomin of 
Uzbekistan, 6-2, 63, 62, reminding everyone 
that the road to the ttle goes through him. 

"Third-seeded Lleyton Hewitt survived a scare, 
rallying again and again to beat the Czech Re- 
publics Robin Vik, 6-4, 2.6, 5-7, 7-6 (4), 63, in3 
hours, 45 minutes. 

On the women's side, No. 2 Kim Clijsters ad- 
vanced 6-3, 6-0, winning the last 11 games after 
dropping serve twice against South Korea's Cho 
‘Yoon-jeong. She showed signs of being bothered 
bya left hip strain that forced her out of the Syd- 
ney International last week. 

Third-seeded Amelie Mauresmo, winner of 
the season-ending WIA Championship in 
November, struggled at times in a 46, 62, 62 
win over Chinas Sun Tiantian, a doubles gold 
medalist at the Athens Olympics. 

Fifth-seeded Mary Pierce, ће 1995 Australian. 
Open champion and а finalis at the French and 
US Opens last year, breezed past local wild-card 


The Way You Look Tonight 
When I Fall In Love 

Our Winter Love 

I Will Love You 

Unchained Melody 
Graduation Day 

No Other Love 

You'll Never Walk Alone 
The Wonder of You 

Young Love 

Love Is A Many Splendored Thing 
Time To Cry 

Walk On By 

She Cried 


It's All In The Game 
Seventh Dawn 

Sofly As I leave You 

1 Believe 

Venus 

Portrait Of My Love 
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Sealed With A Kiss 


Red Roses For A Blue Lady 
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Turn Turn Turn 

1 Only Have Eyes For You 

Moon River 


Witchita Li 


етап 
Моге 


The Impossible Dream 
Up Up & Way 

Going Out Of My Head 
The Look Of Love 

Never My Love 

Warm 

Put Your Head On My Shoulder 
Traces / Memories 

Hey Girl 

Hurt So Bad 

Shangrila 

Precious & Few 
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entry Nicole Pratt 6-1, 
6-1 in 52 minutes. 

Hewitt, who lost 
lat years final to 
Marat Safin, appeared 
to be headed to an ear- 
ly exit in the touma- 
ment that he most des- 
perately wants to win. 

He looked dispirit- 
ed and was making 
mistake after mistake 
as he fell behind in sets 
2.1 and twice found 
himself down a break 
inthe four 

Feeding off the vo- 
cal crowd, Hewitt got 
etter as the match 

xd finally found a way to oust the 25- 

year-old Vik, who jumped 362 places in the rank- 
ings last year to No. 58 but was playing in only 
his fourth Grand Slam match and first at Mel- 
boume Park, 

^1 didn't feel like I was striking the ball quite 
the way] would have liked,” Hewitt said. АР 
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Shaq warms up 


to Kobe, 


who 


then cools Heat 


LOS ANGELES—SHAQUILLE 
O'Neal and Kobe Bryant's acrimo- 
nious relationship got physical on 
Monday, but wasn't what most 
people thought would happen. 

‘The former teammates made up 
with a handshake and a hug during 
the warmup before Bryant scored 
37 points to cary the Los Angeles 
Lakers to a 100-92 win over the Mi- 
ami Heat. 

Bryant led the Lakers to their 
third-straight win and first over the 
Heat in four tries since O'Neal was 
dealtto Miami. 

The two finally acknowledged 
each other for the first time since the 
blockbuster trade 20 months ago. 
O'Neal, who had ignored Bryant in 
three previous encounters аз орро- 
nents, shook Bryants bandaged 
right hand prior to the tipoff and 
hugged him twice. 

O'Neal said he had been under 
pressure from family and friends to 
patch things up with Bryant. 

“Guys like (Hall of Famer Bill) 
Russell, my father, my mother told 
me to let bygones be bygones and 
just move on because there are 
‘more important things in the game 
than just not liking each other,” said 
ONNeal, who scored 18 points and 
10 rebounds. 

The Lakers led by as much as 19 
points but the Heat drew dose in 
the fourth quarter 

Dwyane Wade hit a free throw to 
make it 96-92 with 42 seconds lef. 

But Los Angeles forward Lamar 
Odom helped seal the win with а 
brilliant turnaround jumper with 19 
seconds to play to give the Lakers a 
comfortable six-point cushion. 

Bryant and his wife are expecting 
a child and he and O'Neal discussed 
the pregnancy during the warmup. 

“it’s great,” said Bryant, who was 
playing with a bandaged wrist. 

O'Neal was introduced to a cho- 


THE FEUD may be over, but the 
rivalry between Miami's. 
Shaquille O'Neal (lefc) and the. 
LA Lakers’ Kobe Bryant will 


always be there. ГА 


rus of mixed boos and cheers. The. 
cheers subsided as the game went 
оп and O'Neal was loudly booed 
"whenever he touched the ball in the 
fourth quarter, 

"It is а sign of respect,” O'Neal 
said. AFP 

COMPLETE RESULTS: Washington 104, 
наара 76; New Orleans 107, Charts 
2; Minnesota 96, New York 90, Denver 97, 
Окау 94; Atari 94, Houston 83; LA Cp 
pers 102, Uh S3, OT Det 94, Boston 84: 
New Jersey ST, dena 92; Golden Siate 00, 
Seatle 98; San Antonio 93, Memphis 83; Dal- 
las 114, Майа 95 

NBA оп TV: Solar Sports— Toronto vs 
Utah (10am, replayat 5pm); Sports Pus— 
Toronto vs Utah (10am. replay at7 pm) and. 
Phoenix ve Sacramento (839 pm.) 
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SPORTSWATCH 


Visa woes threaten Orcollo's US stint 
SOUTHEAST Asian Games gold medalist Dennis Orcollo is hop- 
ing that lightning doesn't strike thrice as far as his application for a US visa is 
‘concerned. The US Embassy had denied Orcollo's application twice belore de- 
Spit gating an endorsement trom the Birds and Snooker Congress ofthe 
Philippines. Orco was invited to playin the US Open ast year alongwith 
compatriot Antonio Gabica but visa woes prevented both of them from head- 
1 Ing west. incidentally, Filipino cue masters dominated the tournament with 
^, Alex Pagulayan, Orcolos favorite whipping boy in money games here, claim- 
ing the Ше at the expense of Jose “Amang” Paria. Francisco “Django” Busta- 
mante completed a 1-2-8 finish for the Philippines. Orolo the pride of Big. 
«i| Surigao Del Sur is keeping is fingers crosse. He wl tum 27 on van 29, 
T^] three days after his date with the US consul. 


Young Qatar bets head Milo net meet 
QATAR age grouper head the list of players wing in the 2006 season of the 
Mio Junior Tennis Gup and Regional Workshop which kicks off Jan. 21-22 at 
the Philam Homes Tennis Ciub in Quezon Cly Rachid Mansouri and Jaber 
Mohammed зге entered in the boys 12-under, while Haya Mansouri and Fat- 
ma Mansouri wil play in the grs 12-under. Salem Rached, Abdel Temini, Ab- 
del Aziz Wald, Масат Naimi, Mohsen Аў, Al Bahzad, Ali Abderridha, Abdulah 
Матоо, Ai Ahmed, Hamad А Ansari, A Jaber and Mohammed Taoul are 
Tiste in the unisex 10-under. Ahmed Amine ofthe Qatar Tennis Federation is 
head of delegation while the coaching staff includes skipper Мел! Ben Has- 
sen, Naoual Karmoussi, Mohammed Bayoumi, hab Fatah and Fiino coach 
Boy Dion, The Milo nels, organized by CTW. supported by Prince tennis 
equipment and Adidas and sanctioned by the Phi wii aiso feature competi- 
tions in the boys’ and gis 14-under, 16-under and 18-under. 


NCA World Championship semis today 
THOUSANDS of cockfghting aficionados are again expected to тоор to the 
San Juan Coliseum today for the semifinal round of the prestigious NCA 
World Championship & Cock Derby wich starts at pm. Ot the 72 foreign 
‘and local cockers who ѕаб action last Monday, 16 registered, two wins each, 
led by the group of Chuck Halbert, Richard Burris and Jesry Palmares, Jimbo 
Cox and JV Magsaysay, Gene Batia with Jun Topacio; Rep. Ronnie Puno, Or- 
lando Sazon of Balbina Group, Amboy Manlapaz, Patrick Antonio, Pico Bern, 
Claude Bautista and Joey Mendoza, Pol Estrelado, Eric dela Rosa and Oyrus 
Hao, оп Manalangsang, Wiliam Go, oo delos Santos, R. Pineda and Maro 
Gonzales. The champion wil be known in Friday's championship round. 


Marlon Bemardino, contributor 


— PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 
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‘Pacto’ takes 2-shot lea 


By Musong R. Castillo 


VETERAN ROBERT PACTOLERIN OVERCAME BLUSTERY WINDS 
and the brutally fast greens to hack out a 3-under-par 69 and take 
а two-stroke lead over burly Gerard Cantada yesterday in the 
opening round of the 3rd Omega Cup at Wack Wack’s East layout. 
The former RP Open champ and 11th holes. He slowed down with 
two-time winner of the Philippine d-green bogeys on the 12th, 
Masters shot six birdies as against 150 and 17th before capping his 
three bogeys for nines of 33-36, round with а 9iron shot to within 
even as the majority of the 6l- four feet for another bird on the 18th. 
strong field struggled, Cantada made up for a bogey on 
*p was lucky to shoot that low, the opening hole with two birdies, 
considering the conditions today, the second on the 18th, for a 3635 
how fast the greens played and how сагі and solo second. Не stood two 
the pins were placed,” said Pacto- shots clear of Mars Pucay and jour 
Jerin, winner of the 1990 Open at пеутеп Randy Garalde and Antho- 
Villamor, in Filipino. ny Balan, who all had identical 73s. 
Pactolerin opened with three Тһе P750,000 event, which of 
эта birdies and got to Sunder af- fers P100,000 and а brand new 
ter picking up shots on the 10th and Constellation watch to the winner, is 


the wind,” said Pactolerin, now 43 
but still one ofthe best pros around, 

‘The top 30 scores and ties after 
today’s second 18 get to play in the 
money rounds. 

Rey Alit, Jess Toribio, Lito Rem- 
pojo and Asian Tour veteran Danny 
Zarate shared sixth spot at 75,with 
former jungolfer Solomon Gines. 

The top first round scores: 

69—Robot Paco, TI Gerrd Canta- 
ак T3—Aribony Balan, Randy Guo, Mas 
Paca 75—ReyA&, о Remi, Jess Toro, 
Danny Zande; 76—Ronw бай, Solomon 
Gres, Orland бот, 77— jo Abad, Ra 
Вова, Dan Соп, Rico Legaspi, Berje Magada, 
Вой Maros, Juanto Pagunsan, Joe Pales, 
Emer Salvador, Carto Vlroman, 7860г 
‘bat 79—Н ол) Arig, Вой Barres, И 
Graz Maton Don, Мем Eso, Antoin Feman- 
бо Raui Mio, Mario Sodra. 


AD ше 
PACTOLERIN: Sibirdio 69 


being run by noted pro Jun Cedo. 
Only Pactolerin and Cantada 

cracked par on the perennial home 

of the Philippine Open. In all, 30 
layers actually failed to break 80. 
“The key was knowing how to play 


Primero rules kickoff leg of CSI criterium race 


ALBERT PRIMERO LIVED UP TO HIS NAME BY 
ruling the first leg of Cycling Search Invitational 
Criterium Race in Tarlac City over the weekend 

‘The 27-year-old Primero piled up enough lap 
points to beat a pair of Pagcor Casino Filipino 
teammates for the top plum in the race presented 
by Philpost 

He seized control early, sustained his pace 
throughout the 18-lap race, before outsprinting 


Sherwin Diamsay and Orly Villanueva in the final 
lap to daim the win 

‘Primero, spearhead of Agnes Bikeshop Team, 
scored 10 points in the final sprint and finished 
with 31 points to show the way in the centerpiece 
men's elite and under-23 category of the four-di- 
vision event featuring the country’s premier and 

g riders. 
Diamsay a native of Pura, Tarlac, gamered six 


points in the final sprint for a second-best 24 
points, while Villanueva of the San Leonardo Cy- 
dling team scored 19 points for third place. 

"Tac's showed the way in team event with 35. 

Sharing the limelight in the event organized by 
"Treo Sales and Management Corp. were Jeffrey 
Caritativo who reigned in the 12-lap youth race; 
masters division champion Alexander Billon; and 
Don Sembrano, winner of the peoples race. 


Meanwhile, imported trios from US Sweater man Bruce Barnette and Patrick 
Antonio are again at stake in today's raffle draw for paying patrons. For in- 
quiries, сай 722-7366 or 7255369. 


Pinoy Cockers derby unfolds Jan. 23 
LEADING cockers from Metro Manila clash anew on Monday in the second 
leg ofthe Pinoy Cockers Association of he Philippines (PCAP) 5-cock derby 
sates at the Makati Coliseum. Jake Macasaefs San Vicente Ferrer, Emil Chua's 
Concrete Breaker and the Super Pacman entry emerged co-winners of the first 
leg lst Jan. 9, Participants may submit their entries this Sunday from 2 p.m. 
to 9pm. For inquiries, call 896-3545 or 895-6475. 


GCAP cockfest 2nd leg set jan. 25 


THE RACE for the coveted cocker of the year tite heats up as the second leg of 
Gentlemen Cookers Associaton ofthe Philippines (GCAP) 5-cock derby series 
fires off Jan. 25 at the San Juan Coliseum with Sagupaan Complexor 3000 as 
sponsor. The seven co-champions in the first leg last Jan. are the early pace- 
setters. They are Jun Topacio (JT Emerald Complexor 3000), Gerry Ramos 
(Against Ай Odds), Tony Martori (HP Gold Wings), Boy de Roca (Fiscalizer), 
Boy Royo (Makisig |) and Patrick Antonio (Sagupaan Complexor 3000 and 
‘Super Pacman). Cockers from Negros and Davao as well as American cocker 
Gene Batia, a former pit manager іп Mississippi are among invited entries. For 
inquiries, call 722-7366 or 725-5369. 


SCUAA CAGING 


PUP routs Earist fiv 


DEFENDING CHAMPION POLY- 
technic University of the Philippines 
(PUP) routed Eulogio Amang Ro- In other games, host Techno. 
driguez Institue of Science and logical University of the Philip- = 
‘Technology (Earist), 89-69, Monday pines trampled Philippine Nor- уса, 
in the 18th Stare Colleges and Uni- mal U, 87-67, to remain un — 
versities Athletic Association-Na- scathed after two matches, while 
tional Capital Region men's basket- Philippine State College of Aero- 
ball tournament at the TUP court. tics also downed Earist, 74- 
Held to a 20-20 count after the its first win in two tries. 
first quarter, the Marooners un- 
leashed a series of scoring spurts 
to move beyond reach, 71-45. 
The victory was РР third 
straight in as many games, 
putting the Marooners within 


two games of pulling off a sweep 
and claiming another ttl. 


Meanwhile, TUP bagged the 
first gold in the arnis competition 
after Ibrahim Iymanbin ruled th 
anyo double stick event. 


66 ,5 -i i i 
The show must go on. For Sealed-in Pain Relief. 


SALONPAS MEDICATED PATCH relieves 
pain quickly by trapping active pain-killing 
ingredients directly on the pain. Giving fast, 
safe, and lasting relief without hurting the 
stomach. 


Methyl Salicy 
l-Menthol 


Tocopherol Acetate | 
|й-Сатрог = 
SALONPAS 
: ES HT 
Ms. Regine Tolentino ^ ms 


ee Me. MEDICATED PATCH 
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Hisamitsu Pharmaceutical Co. 


10 рлтснеѕ 


Getz Bros. Philippines, Inc. H 
6.5cmx4.2cm 


cHisamitsu 
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1 am very honored to be part of an institution that honors world- 
class Filipino retailers and malls- the search for the Outstanding Fil- 
{ino Retailers & Shopping Center of ће Year (OFR/SCY). Now on 
its 9th year, the industry has hailed 79 homegrown retailers shop- 
ping centers serving as the models of retailing excellence. 

"The original spirit behind the ОРА was to recognize successful 
retailers through growth performance and values-based practices. 
Only a few were awarded at the beginning because of the strict 
ОРА selection process. Slowly, the number of winners increased 
due to the vast improvement of the local retailers in terms of mar- 
keting, merchandising, utilization of retail technology, and the 
drive to compete with global counterparts. Local retailers upgrad- 
ей themselves though continuous education, participation in in- 
ternational conferences and exhibits, and networking with for- 
eign consultants and counterparts. 


have always believed that the Filipino retailer is one of the 
best in the world and that he only needs a push in 


OUTSTANDING FILIPINO RETAILERS 


BOARD OF JUDGES 
HON. PETER. FAVILA 
Secretary 
DEPT. OF TRADE & INDUSTRY 
Chairman 
MR. MARS С. CHUA 
President 
PHILIPPINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION 
Co-Chairman 
MS. MA. ALEGRIA S. LIMJOCO 
President 
PHILIPPINE FRANCHISE ASSOCIATION 
MR. DONALD G. DEE 
President 
PHIL. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE & INDUSTRY 
MR. MANUEL M. SIGGAOAT 
Chairman 
MANSUS LEATHERGOODS CORE 
MR. GERRY L. CONTRERAS 
President 
‘THE PIL, INSTITUTE OF INTERIOR DESIGNERS (PID) 
ATTY. LUCIA AQUINO 
President 
CONSUMER PROTECTION EXECUTIVE COUNCIL 
MR, CHITO SAN MATEO 
Corporate Relations Manager 
PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 
MS.SARIYAP 
Chief Executive Officer 
MEGA MAGAZINE 
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BHF wins Special Award for Regional 
Retailer in 2005 OFR 


Bench Fix wins Most Promising Retailer in 
2005 OFR 


Nepo Mall wins Special Award for Regional 
Mallin 2005 OFR 


Е 


the right direction for him to shine in the global 
marketplace. The annual Outstanding Filipino Re- 
tailes is the push - encouraging retailers to achieve. 
world-class standards and to cross Philippine shores 
carrying ourlocal brands to the global marketplace. 

My congratulations to the winners of the 2005 
Outstanding Filipino Retailers and Shopping Center. 
ofthe Year! I hope o see more retailers join this elite. 
circle in the years to come. 


ETT 


Chairman Emeritus, PRA 


For almost a decade, the Philippine Retailers Associ- 
ation and the Department of Trade and Industry had 
been at the forefront of steering Filipino en- 
trepreneurs to retailing excellence and world-class 
retail standards through the recognition of retailers 
Who epitomize these qualities at the annual search 
for the Outstanding Filipino Retailers and Shopping 
Center ofthe Year. 

This year, we have expanded our search to in- 
clude more categories and more retailers from out- 
side Metro Manila because of the growing and di- 
verifying retail niches in our local market, We also 
wanted to recognize that innovation and excellence 
thrives just as well, in the regions. At the same time, 
we are also recognizing for the first time the Filipino 
retailer who had successfully expanded the brand 
overseas thru the first Global Retailer of the Year 
award. 

"The highlight of the 9th OFR Awards is the first 
ever President's Award given to an individual who 
has made a significant contribution not only to the 
retail industry but to the country's economy as а 
‘whole, And it is my pleasure to give this award to 
the undisputed Father of Philippine Retailing, Mr. 
Henry Sy, Sr. 

May this annual awards serve not only as an in- 
spiration but as a beacon to Filipino retailers-to 
continue striving for excellence and global competi- 
tiveness, 

Mabuhay and congratulations tothe winners! 
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MARS C. CHUA 
President, PRA 


SHOPPING CENTER OF 
THE YEAR BOARD OF 
JUDGES 


HON. PETER B. AVILA 
Secretary 

DEPT: OF TRADE & INDUSTRY 
Chairman 


MR. MARS C. CHUA 
President 
PHILIPPINE RETAILERS ASSOCIATION 
Co-Chairman 


MS. MA. ALEGRIA S. LIMJOCO 
President 
PHILIPPINE PRANCHISE ASSOCIATION 


MR. MANUEL M. SIGGAOAT 
Chairman 
млн.$ LEATHERGOODS CORR 


ARCH. PELINO A. PALAFOX, JR, 
President 
PALAFOX & ASSOCIATES 


MR, LOLITOS. A. LOPEZ 
President, General Manager 
RUSTY LOPEZ 


MR. GEORGE YANG 
‘President 
 McGEORGE FOODS PHILIPPINES 


MR. CIITO SAN MATEO 
rae Relations Manager. 
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Fashion Category - Medium - Shoes & Bags 


QU SEDI 
АТАШЫ 


CELINE 


Award given by the Department of Trade & Industry and Philippine Retailers Association 


The Philippine Retailers Ass 
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ociation (PRA) in partnership with the De- 


partment of Trade and Industry (DTD) recently honored the country's 
best homegrown retailers during the 2005 Outstanding Filipino „= 
Retailers (OFR) & Shopping Center of the Year Awards Night g 


at the Crowne Plaza Hotel. 


seeks to encourage Filipino retail- 
ers to adopt world-class standards 
and practices and be globally 
competitive. The award will rec- 
ognize the Filipino Retailers who 
have epitomized the model of a 
successful retailer іп terms of 
growth and good ethical prac- 
tices. 

The highlight of the evening 
маз the awarding of the Ist PRA 
Presidents Award to SM Shoe- 
marts Henry Sy as "Father of 
Philippine Retailing’ for his ac- 
complishments and contribution 
to Philippine retailing and to the 
country as a whole--creating some 
1.5 million jobs, elevating Philip- 
pine retailing to world-class stan- 
dards through his malls, and rais- 
ing peoples aspirations and levels. 
of sophistication abreast with in- 
ternational tastes and standards. 
‘The award was presented by Her 
Excellency Gloria Macapagal-Ar- 
Toyo. 

‘Also given for the first time was 
the Global Retailer of the Year 
‘Award which was won by Bench 
for being a local brand that has 
successfully expanded overseas. 
Personally receiving the award 
was Bench chair Ben Chan. 

‘This year's batch of winners is a 
mix of established and admired 
brand names in the industry 
which have epitomized the model 


of a successful retailer in terms of 
growth and good ethical business 
practices. 

Five retailers were elevated to 
the Hall of Fame this year for win- 
ning the award for two consecu- 
tive years. They аге National Book 
Store (Category Killer - Durable); 
Mercury Drug (Category Killer - 
Consumable); Bayo (Fashion Cat- 
egory - Apparel Medium); Folded 
& Hung (Fashion Category - Ap- 
parel Small), and Video City (Ser- 
vices Category). 

SM City Baguio bagged the 
coveted Shopping Center of the 
Year award with Ayala Center- 
Greenbelt and Ayala Center-Glo- 
rietta as finalists. SM Prime Hold- 
ings president Hans Sy received 
the award on behalf of SM City 
Baguio. 

Named Outstanding Filipino 

Retailer (OFR) winners in various 
categories: Celine (Shoes & Bags - 
Medium); Rusty Lopez (Shoes & 
Bags - Small); Bench Fix Salon 
(Most Promising Retailer); 
HBC Home of Beauty Exclu- 
sives (Specialty Category) 
Abenson (Category Killer - 
Big Ticket); and Shop- 
wise (Department 
Store/Hypermarket Cat- 
egory). 

This years Special 
Award of regional retail- 
ers went to Nepo Mall of 
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HENRY SY, SR. RECEIVES PRESIDENT’S AWARD АТ о AWARDS NIGHT 
President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo presents the first PRA President's Award to Philippine retail icon, Henry 


Sy, Sr of SM Group of Companies during the 9th Outstanding Fili 


ino Retailers & Shopping Center of the 


Year Awards Night organized by the Philippine Retailers Association and the Department of Trade & 
Industry. Photo shows (from left) PRA Chairman Emeritus Samie Lim, PRA Chairman Bienvenido Tantoco 


Ill, PGMA, Henry Sy, Sr., and PRA President Mars Chua. 


Angeles, Pampanga (Regional Shopping Center of 
the Year Award) and BHF Prime Group Corp. of 
Tocos Sur. 
Supported by MasterCard International, PLDT 
Business Solutions, Philippine Daily Inquirer, 
and Tyco Fire & Security with SM Shoemart, 
Ayala Center, HBC Home of Beauty Exclusives 
and Argon Animation Inc, as sponsors, the 
OFR '05 finalists were Oxygen, Artwork, Free- 
way, B Club, CMG, Fino, Astrovision, Maxitoy 
Lab, Alteration Plus, JTC Mall, Candice Mega- 
mart, and Family Choice Megamart. 
This years event was attended by who's 


WeSD. aan A) 


eS by: 
Department of Trade and Industry 


and 


Philippine Retailers Association 


who in Philippine retailing--the Sy Family--Mr. & 
Mrs, Henry Sy, Tessie Sy-Coson, Hans Sy, Herbert 
Sy, Harley Sy, SM VP-Mall Operations Annie Gar- 
cia, SM SVP-Store Operations Jorge T. Mendiola; 
National Book Store founder & 2005 En- 
trepreneur of the Year winner Socorro Ramos, 
Mercury Drug president Vivian Que Azcona, PCCI 
president Donald Dee; Procter & Gamble presi- 
dent Johnip Cua; Cinderella president Edgar 
Coronel; Ayala Land VP Rowena Tomeldan, 
Robinsons VP Minda Carpio; HBC chair and CEO 
Dra. Rosalinda Hortaleza and MasterCard VP- 
Marketing Judith Marie Dayrit. 
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OPENING TODAY 


Jarhead 
‘Stars Jake Gyllenhaal, Jamie Foxx, Peter 
gaard, Lucas Black 
Directed by Sam Mendes 
Based on the best-selling memoir of 
Anthony Swofford, the movie revisits 
the first Gulf War, as seen through 
the eyes of an eager young Marine 
(Gyllenhaal). It follows his strange 
4 odyssey through the blazing oil 
„2 fields of the Middle Eastern desert- 
Where the young soldiers "sustain themselves on humor and cama- 
Taderie." Bob Longino of the Atlanta Journal-Constitution describes it 
эз “rollicking and head-spinning,” aching to be “big, bold, ambitious, 
unsettling, rousing and frightening... It has i 
‘quite attains its loftiest goals." Roger Ebert of the Chicago Sun-Times 
disagrees: "Its a war movie that rises above the war... uncanny in its 
effect. It contains no heroism, little action, no easy laughs.” 


Underworld Evolution 
Stars Kate Beckinsale, Scott Speedman, Derek Jacobi, Bill Nighy 
Directed by Len Wiseman 

‘The sequel to the 2003 monster hit continues to chronicle the epic 
battle between vampires and werewolves and the unlikely romance 
between undead Selene (Beckinsale) and hirsute Michael (Speed- 
man). After earning $100 million at the tills, the low-budget Part One 
made a further killing when it was released on DVD, “matching its 
box-office earnings,” according to the director. Moviesonline.com 
calls ita “fast-paced, modern-day tale of action, ruthless intrigue and 


lovingly made movie ever to involve immortal bloodsuckers and mer- 
ciless beasts.” That's probably because the director is married to the 
lead actress. 


‘OPENING! A2-6 
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Pomen laser 


For the best dermatological treatment and results, visit the 
Dermclinic branch nearest you or call 374-3672; 721-3536; 
818-6274; ог 807-2169. Log on to www.dermclinic.com.ph 
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Plinky relies 
solid family support 


By Marinel R. Cruz 
Photos by Jim Guiao Punzalan 


S 


care what they think. 
‘moments, (but) never. They don't know my fam- 
ily,” said controversial TV 
personality and fitness 
expert Plinky Recto. 

Plinky has accused her former ре New Year in Tagaytay,” she re- 
lover, a wealthy lawyer from Ме- lated. 
gros Occidental, of kidnapping 
their one-year-old son. She earli- 
er charged him with domestic 
abuse, He has hit back, accusing 
her of having an af- 
fair with her body- 
guard. 
claimed Plinky needs 
psychiatric help and 
that, therefore, their 
son is not safe in her 
care. 

Facing possibly the 
most trying period of They 
her life, the former 
‘TV host said she runs 
to her family for com- 
fort. In an interview 
with Ingumer Enter- 
tainment last week, 
Plinky said she gets a 
lot of support espe- 
cially from her broth- 
ers, Ralph, a senator, 
and Ricky, vice governor of 
Batangas. 

"As to what kind of support I'm 
forbidden love." Larry Carroll of MTV.com predictsitwillbe"themost getting, it’s for me to know and 
for you to find out,” said Plink 
"We are basically quiet people, 
when anyone in the family is in 
trouble, we join forces.” 


Plinky's grandfather, the late 
Claro M. Recto, was president of 
the 1934 Constitutional Conven- 
Чоп. Rafael Recto, prominent 
lawyer and assemblyman, is her 
father. Senator Ralph is married 
to actress and Lipa City Mayor 
Vilma Santos. 

Plinky was once married to 
Raffy Dominguez. Their marriage. 
has been annulled. They have a 
10-year-old son. 

“The whole family celebrated 


OME PEOPLE SAY 
Im destroying the 
Recto name. I don't 


“We danced for four 
straight hours. 1 hadn't danced 
like that in along while. Its diffi 
cult nowadays because my dad is 
not well. I didn’t talk about my 


problems because ће 
We ation wa 
We're concentration was on 
quiet 


my dad. Ralph kept 
asking, ‘Are you 
people but, 
when 


He аво 


okay? He's like that." 


How did the family 
react to the problem 
you're now facing? 

thought it 
was just a domestic 
squabble, until my el- 
dest brother saw me 
black and blue and 
my other brother 
found out about the 
beatings. 1 didn't 
want to bother them. 
It took some time for 
me to admit that it 
was not a relationship I should be 
in anymore. The problems start- 
ed in late 2002. 


anyone is 

in trouble, 
we join 
forces’ 


Your brothers are awfully quiet. 
you ask them not to talk 
with the media? 


PLINKY/ A26 


Imagine looking in the mirror and taking note ofa 
wrinkle here or there that you would like to be a 
little less obvious. Or you may notice the overall 
changes to your face as you age and want a 
more youthful appearance. Whatever your skin 
rejuvenation needs, Intense Power Laser can 
revitalize your skin's appearance and bring back 
youth's radiant glow. 


Intense Power Laser, the latest scientific and 
technological breakthrough, offers a return to а 
more youthful appearance through restoration of 
even color and ‘smoothness, relief from 
pigmentary sun damage, fine lines, and 
wrinkles, enlarged pores, as well as acne, 
unwanted hair, or redness and flushing 
associated with rosacea. In addition, treatments 
are short, pain-free, and do not involve down- 
time, hence allow immediate return to all 
activities. 


The Treatment of Cholce for Skin 
Rejuvenation and Hair Removal 
Intense Power Laser emits a no coherent, broad 
spectrum light. With each pulse, the procedure 
emits a spectrum extending from 500nm to 
4200nm. The light energy is customized for a 
given procedure. 
Sun Damage, Rosacea, Redness, For dilated 
vessels, as seen in patients with sun damage 
and rosacea, the energy with high absorption by 
hemoglobin and oxyhemagiobin reaches the 

“t dermal capillary bed and selectively destroys the 
abnormal vessels. With emphasis on past, 
present and future skin care, the procedure can 
dramatically improve the skin's appearance, 
giving it a more even tone and texture, while 
reducing flushing n the area. 
Pigmentation Problems. Brown Spots. Age 
Spots, Melasma, To arrest these conditions, the 
energy coming from Intense Power Laser is 
selectively absorbed by the melanin, which 
destroys the abnormally pigmented cells, 
resulting in a more even complexion. 
Spider Velns. Facial Telanglectasias, 
Vascular Lesions, Intense Power Laser has 
provided an effective solution for benign 

1 vascular lesions such as facial telanglectasias or 
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February 9, 2006 • 8 pm • Araneta Coliseum, 
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leg veins. The procedure provides the added 
benefit of reducing the redness associated with 
these conditions. 
Skin Texture, Fine Lines, Wrinkles, Enlarged 
res, Acne Scars. Intense Power Laser also 
effectively improves skin texture, fine lines, 
wrinkles, acne scars as well as reduces pore 
size, due to new collagen deposition in the 
dermis. A series of treatments with a particular 
wavelength can lead to smoothing of deeper 
wrinkles and firming of sagging skin. 
Acne. Done in conjunction with prescription 
medication, Intense Power Laser has been 
clinically proven to accelerate the healing 
process for acne. The procedure works by 
directing well-controlled pulses of light into the 


A shift in cultural attitudes and 
inéreasing demand for new 
approaches to enhancing one's 
appearance call for an effective 
adjunct to conventional methods of 
skin rejuvenation. 


upper skin layer and damages the walls of the 
vessels supplying blood to the sebaceous 
glands. This slows down sebum production 
Permanent Halr Reduction. The wavelength, 
‘exposure duration, and energy level are chosen 
to selectively damage targeted hair follicles with 
minimum damage to the surrounding tissue. 
The energy is absorbed by the hair follicles and 
causes thermal injury to the hair follicle, 


The Fast, Pain-Free Way to Youthful Skin 
With the use of a gel to couple the rectangular 
light surface to the skin, treatments are 
practically painless. Desired results may require 
a series of treatments while maintenance of 
achieved results will require follow-up 
treatments. To achieve optimum results, 
Dermelinic recommends using dermatologist- 
lested skin care products and implementing 
certain Ме style adjustments such as avoidance 
of further over-exposure to UVA and UVB, or 
regularuse of sun protection. 


Jernaeclinie 


The Face of Real Dermatology 
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, TIME 


KUHLEDESMA AND SPECIALGUESTS BASIL sandra reunite at the 
Valdez, Christian Bautista, Dulce, Pilita Cor- Philippine — Interna 
rales, Louie Ocampo and harpist Noelle Cas- tional ^ Convention 
Center on Jan. 21 fora 
repeat of “Paano Kita 
Mapasasalamatan,” a 
tribute to George 
Canseco. 

Last Nov. 19, a cast 
composed of some of 
the biggest names in 
the local music scene 
gathered for the first 
staging of the tribute 
tothe late composer of 
such OPM classics as 
Open for advance screenings, product Inches, concerts Pu 
school events and other organizational functions. PLUS! i "Kung Akoy liwan 
Exclusive screenings of blockbuster films. ^ E T D 


Mo,” “Gaano Kadalas 
н 9 саш аза VED 


У à ang Minsan,” “Ako Ay 
Department 667.70451047-23446-6362894loc MIS — “Tome CINEMAS om Ў ai Ba 
Set Antes | "This time around, they will be joined Бу 
Rey Valera, Side A Band, and Piolo Pascual 
Tor tickets to the repeat of Paano Kita Ma- 
pasasalamatan, call Headline Concepts at 
5517255 or PICC at 5516296. 
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Р е | with Mitch Valdes at Captain's Bar Man- 

y Cinema 2000 Waltermart 3 darin Oriental; 9 p.m. 

Blue Wave pe 4 Jaya 10...Live! @Zirkoh, Timog Ave., QC. 


eut "BLUE moon : E NTwine and Freeverse at Virgin Café, 
Semang la ear Nayo тәй Steet | 2 ws DON'T GIVEUP ON US Tomas Morato, QC 
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The ‘CSP’ effect 

LOS ANGELES-REALITY TV THEY ARE NOT, 
but two hit shows are so convincing as imita- 
tions of life in the criminal justice system that 
some legal experts worry they're distorting 
the expectations of real jurors. 

‘The influence of the "CSI: Crime Scene Inves- 
tigation" and "Law & Order" franchises has рег; 
meated American law. Lawyers ask would-be ju? 
rors whether they watch the shows and then 
change strategies depending on the answers. 
Law schools maintain video libraries of the pro- 
grams as teaching tools and even analyze the 
plot lines in class. 

Which side benefits the most—prosecutors or 
defense attorneys—is debatable. While “Law & 
Order” glamorizes prosecutors, "CSI" can set 
standards for the infallibility of forensic evidence 
that prosecutors can't often meet—a science- 
solves-ill formula that millions of viewers may 
bring to jury service. 

There is no debating, however, one clear, very 
widespread result of these programs: The justice 
system is now facing what legal experts call, “the 
CSI effect" а ТУ гей demand by jurors for high 
tech, indisputable forensic evidence before they 
will convict. AP 


Harry Potter audition 
LONDON—Thousands of hopeful teenage girls 
queued in the cold London air for hours at the 
weekend, some overnight, for a chance to star in 
thenext Harry Potter movie. 

Тһе excited teenagers, aged between 13 and 
16, stood patiently, some with their parents, out- 
side Westminster Central Hall in London on Sat- 
urday in a queue stretching over several streets. 

"They were responding to a search by Warner 
Brothers for a young actress to play the role of 
Luna Lovegood in "Harry Potter and the Order of 
the Phoenix,” the fifth book in the massively pop- 
ular series by author J.K Rowling that is due to 
start filming next month, 

* check the Harry Potter website every day 
and saw the auditions advertised,” said Kim 
Allen, who was first in the queue after arriving 
late Friday and sleeping outside. 

Hany Potter Productions, which organized 
the casting, asked girls for details of their hair 
color, size and nationality in their applications. 
They said they were not seeking a particular type 
of girl 

Rowling says that Luna is a sort of “an 
Hermione,” an opposite to her pragmatic female 
heroine. 

Luna is described as having straggly, waist- 
length, dirty-blond hair and a dazed look on her 
face. АЕР 


300th ‘Conversation’ 

PRIVATE Conversations with Boy Abunda (6 
pam, ANC) celebrates it 300th episode tomor- 
row with special guest Rep. Chiz Escudero. 

PCBA has featured movies stars, singers, 
politicians, artists and other people of conse- 
quence. "Private Conversations with Boy Abun- 
da" has also been declared "Best Talk Show" and 
Abunda "Best Talk Show Host" by various 
awards groups. The program has featured Presi- 
dent Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo, Lea Salonga, 
Martin Nievera, Cherie Gil, Ito Curata, Victor 
Hansen, Anita Roddick, Deepak Chopra, Lou 
Pearlman, Neale Donald Wasch, Joker Arroyo 
and literally hundreds of other celebrities in dif- 
ferent fields. 

‘Salonga found the experience “unpredictable, 
fun, and exhilarating.” 

Marichu Maceda said she "left [after the pro- 
gram] with a sense of good feeling about the 
"whole exercise." 

"Memorable" was how Inno Sotto described 
his episode on the show, and Martin Nievera 
likened his encounter with Abunda to “open 
heart surgery.” 

"It was uplifting and exciting,” said беп, 
Edgardo Angara of his interview and Gov. L-Ray 
Villafuerte swore, “Only Boy Abunda can get me 
to reveal the color of my underwear on national 
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Atienza said Orope- 
sa—earlier mistaken 
as the "Bemadette 
Valdez" rumored to bè 
а leading candidate 
for the board's chair- 
manship—has accept- 
ed the position. "Her 


poreweous É 
126131815651815 


| UNDERWORID 2 F 


10/330/550/810 


J NARNIA 


real name is Elizabeth 
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plained. 
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demician Bernie Ville- 
gas, president of the 
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Backstreet Boy 
recalls ‘high’ life 


By Pocholo Concepcion 
Contributor 


TS BEEN 14 YEARS SINCE 
IE aviation entrepreneur 

named Lou Pearlman, in- 
spited by the success of the New 
Kids on the Block, masterminded 
the creation of another clean-cut 
"boy band" called the Backstreet 


Boys (BSB). A 


BSB is said to be the biggest- / 
selling boy band in history, 


having broken album and V. TAKE => 


Pis 


concert sales worldwide. 
‘The boy band craze may be 
‘over, but what's confound- 
ing is that BSB's latest CD, 
"Never Gone,” is still selling by the 
millions (though not as hot as the 
previous ones). 

‘The group was not yet famous 
when it came to Manila on a pro- 
mo tour in the '90s, so this will be 
the first time that Pinoy fans will 
see the boys (now in their late 20s 
and early 30s) as superstars per- 
form on Friday, Jan. 20 at the 
Araneta Coliseum. One of BSB's 
orginal members, Alexander 
James "AJ" McLean, had a phone 


chat with Ingumer Entertainment 
and recalled the early days: 


What was your life like before 
BSB? 
Twas in Souther Florida doing 
а lot of musical theater, acting in 
plays, modeling in runway shows, 
Joining talent shows, doing stuff 
for Nickelodeon and Universal as 
well as Disney. The next thing 1 
s, knew, I was in a singing group 
called the Backstreet 
Boys. 


How did you get togeth- 
ег? 

Nick (Carter), Howie 
(Dorough) and 1 met through the 
Orlando entertainment circuit- 
whenever Disney and Universal 
held auditions, we'd see each oth- 
er. So we got together and soon we 
met Kevin (Richardson) who was 
‘working in Disney at the time, He 
kept talking about his cousin Brian 
('B-Rok" Littrell) who was in the 
church choir and was also a good 
dancer and a пісе guy. So we got 
him, too. 


OPENING TODAY 


How difficult was it before BSB 
hit pay dirt? 

We definitely paid our dues do- 
ing small club shows, the grand 
opening of a pet store and of a car 
dealership; we sang in airplanes, 
wwe did whatever we could to be 
heard and be seen. We went 
through a lot until finally in 1995 
we got signed to our record label 
Give). We've been with them for 
the past 13 years. 


‘How did you first deal with suc- 
cess? 

We didn't really know what to 
expect. But once we got their first 
big paycheck, each ones first 
thought was to buy a house and a 
cat, Nick bought a central air-con- 
ditioning system for his moms 
house. I myself bought a house for 
my тот. Things definitely 
changed for us, a lot, like we were 
not our former lives anymore. 


Kevin says the group lost per- 
spective due to the non-stop 
touring. 

We had been touring for nine 
years straight and it was just a mat- 
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ter of time before we were gonna 
be “fried.” Nine years was a long 
time tobe touring and we needed a 
break. Had we not taken a break, 
ме probably would have selfde- 
structed and quit the business. We. 
were all tired. 1 lost both of my 
grandparents, Kevin and Brian lost 
their grandfather, Howie lost his 
sister, 1 mean, a lot of things were 
going on at that time. Then 9- 
11—it was really kinda crazy. I, for 
one, got into rehab." 


Could you tell us more about the 
rehab, what personal demons 
you had to deal with? 

‘The answer to any pain or any- 
thing negative that I was going 
through was the bottom of the bot- 
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tle, or cocaine. Now I know that 
the answer is to let God take over 
my life and talk things over with 
my family, my girlfriend and the 
guys. Communication is the key to 
any good relationship. 


What was the lowest point dur- 
ing that period? 

During the "Black and Blue" 
tour I was drinking onstage. Be- 
tween songs I was taking shots of 
tequila and Jack Daniel's. 1 would 
do cocaine before going onstage. 1 
ава mess. l'm on my third-and-a- 
half year of being sober now. My 
life has tumed around 360 de- 
grees. 


How extensive was your involve- 


From defender to accuser 


KEEPING TRACK OF MOTHER LILY 


What do we make of all. 


is? As of this 


THE BOYS (from left) Howe, 
Kevin, Nick, AJ and Brian—take а 
Pop-rock route in the оён bum. 


ment in the making of the new 
album? 

We all wrote during the break 
and I think we submitted some- 
thing like 55 songs for the al- 
bum. Took about a year-and-a- 
half to make the record. We 
didn't want to rush it because 
we wanted it to be the best 
record possible. We knew that if 
we had adequate time, we could 
try different producers, try dif- 
ferent sounds and find the direc- 
tion that we wanted to go. When 
we started recording in January 
2004, we were taking an R&B 
direction and then in the sum- 
mer we tried rock and things be- 
gan to take shape until it be- 
came more ofa pop-rock album. 


Rizal Tower (GE Function Room Ter- 


Little Manhattan 


Stars Josh Hutcherson, Bradley Whitford, 
Cynthia Nixon, Charlie Ray = 
Directed by Jennifer Flackett and Mark 
Levin 

‘Are romantic comedies targeting a younger 
audience? Ten-year-old Gabe (Hutcherson) 
falls in love for the first time with classmate 
Rosemary (Ray). He pursues and woos the 
girl all over the Big Apple, the “most romantic. 
city in the world" as far as the filmmakers are 
concerned. Forget Paris. Sadly, his parents are 
оп the verge of divorce. Michael Rechtshaffen. 
of the Hollywood Reporter comments: “This 
оде to puppy love has its fetching moments... 
fand] the juvenile performances are bright 
and engaging.. but there's an inescapable 
small-screen dynamic to the production.” Lou 
Lumenick of the New York Post thinks, “It’s a 
moderately charming comedy depicting a 
fumbling prepubescent [love] in a beautiful, 
fairy-tale version of the borough.” 


Rumor Has It 
Stars Jennifer Aniston, Kevin Costner, 
Shirley MacLaine, Mark Ruffalo 
Directed by Rob Reiner 
‘Sarah (Aniston) is having a mid-life crisis 
and discovers that the characters in the 1967 
movie “The Graduate” were 
based on her family. Leg- 
endary seductress Mrs. 
Robinson could very 
wel be her 
n grandma 
4 \ь^ (MacLaine), 
AY Моге shock- 
> ing, the man 
(Costner), 
“with whom 
she мш 
making 800- 
воо eyes, could very well 
be her daddy! Matt Pais of the Chicago Tri- 
bune is cryptic: “{It’s) an unfunny and deceiv- 
ingly good-natured comedy .. . as glazed and 
аз cooked as a Christmas ham.” Wesley Morris 
of the Boston Globe is more definite: "[It's] an 
embarrassing romantic comedy... has a nifty 
premise whose endless comic, sexual and cul- 
tural possibilities Reiner has no apparent in- 
terest in exploring." 


Who's Your Daddy? 
Stars Brandon Davis, Colleen Camp, 
Kadeem Hardison, Christine Lakin 
Directed by Andy Fickman 

From the creators of “Slap Her... She's 
French,” this R-rated romp (first released in 
2003) fulfills every teenage boy's fantasy, A 
high-school geek learns that he is adopted 
and his recently departed birth parents were 
the publishers of a vast porn empire and have 
left billions to him. The campus pariah then 
becomes the most popular hunk in town. Poor 
kid has to grapple not only with sudden 
celebrity, but also with a scheming uncle. A 
certain Hour.Ca web reviewer complains that 
it's a “mechanical and insipid comedy with a 
bunch of scantily clad women.” An Ama- 
zon.com member asserts that it's “overly pre- 
dictable... [with its] crude American Pie'-style 
humor" 


Monteverde's reactions to events can 
bea roller-coaster ride. Before the 2005 
Metro film fest opened on Dec. 25, she 
had to defend herself against critics 
who bewailed her dominating" the fes- 
tival, since she has involved as full pro- 
ducer or partial investor in a consider- 
able number of festival entries. 

Her retort then was that she was doing 
it for the festivals success, and the flm. 
fest rules had been adjusted to make 
something like that possible. 

Оп point of financial profitability, she 
pointed out, moviemaking in the Philip- 
pines had ceased to be as attractive as it 
used to be. She was making more money 


“from her other businesses, but she was 


still producing movies in order to help 
keepthe desperately troubled movie in- 
dustry alive. 

Mother Lilly’ statements didn't mollify 
some people who believed that the 
ММЕР should provide a venue for a wide 
spectrum of producers and filmmakers. 

But the festival went on regardless, 
and the dissenting parties held their 


VIEWFINDER 


Nestor 
U. Torre 


peace—until the film fest award-winners 
were announced, That was when the al- 
ready messy and heated situation boiled 
over, eliciting conflicting opinions from 
different sectors. 

Tt was at this point that Mother Шу 
reactions took a radically different tack, 
and she went from defender to accuser, 
While her drama, “Blue Moon” clinched 
the Best Picture and writing plums, she 
was dismayed when it didn't win the act- 
ing and directing awards, which went to 
people involved in a comedy and a slash- 
er thriller. 

The Regal producer was so incensed 
that she talked darkly about a film fest 
Mafia, and threatened not to join the 
2006 festival if the system isn't changed. 


writing, we await film fest officials re- 
sponse to Mother Шу searing questions. 

As forthe desired radical change in the 
festival's system, that will take a lot of do- 
ing, since many powerful people are in- 
volved. 

Reforms can be initiated only if 
enough similarly powerful people join 
forces and ask for them. Could this hap- 
pen? 

We're told that another producer has 
decided not to participate in the 2006 
Metro бїт fest, and that a TV channel has 
opted not to help promote it. 

Will these reports in fact come to pass? 
People have such short range memories 
and enthusiasm in these parts, Will their 
efforts be enough to effect the desired re 
forms that will make the Metro film fest 
truly serve the film industry and its audi- 
ence? 


Travel book 

“THE ARCHIPELAGO Sanctuaries,” the 
latest travel book by Amadis Ma. Guer- 
rero, will be launched on Jan. 19 at the 


race), Rockwell Center, Makati. Amadis 
focuses on the country’s Protected Areas, 
sanctuaries, landmarks and major re- 
sorts, from Sagada to Marawi. 


Mitch Valdes’ shows 
MITCH Valdes stars in "Amor Mitch Mo" 
(not a Valentine show) on Jan. 20 and 21 
at the Mandarin's Captain's Bar 

And, on Jan. 27, 28 and Feb 2., the 
show moves to the new Teatrino at the 
Promenade in Greenhills. Musical direc- 
tion is by Mel Villena, direction by Kokoy 
Jimenez, and Mitch's special guest is her 
very own бай, Manolo Valdes. 


Easy English seminars 

CORBAN communications is slating а 
new series of Easy English seminars ev- 
егу Saturday and/or Sunday starting 
on Feb. 4 and 5, from 2 to 5 p.m., for 
students, housewives and profession- 
als. The comprehensive package of 
conversation, grammar and writing 
runs for 30 hours. Call 8426665 or 
0917-6297718. 


Plinky relies on solid family support ....... 


1told them could handle it 


Your former partner claims you're 
mentally disturbed. 

"Totally not true. If he keeps saying 
these things, it's okay. I'm ready to face 
him. 105 really my word against his 
[апд] my words are backed up by docu- 
ments. 


Describe yourself as a mother. 

Ofcourse there's always that nurtur- 
ing side of me in the beginning, but as 
the children become more independent 
and aware of things around them, 1 
then treat them as friends, no matter 
how small they are. I like to joke with 
my kids a lot, 1 like to play with them. 
But I'm a mother who doesn't allow 
things to just happen. I tell them that if 
they're in trouble, they can come and 
talk to me. 1 [also] teach them to be- 
come analytical thinkers. 


With all these goings-on, do you still 
have time for your 10-year-old son? 
Of course. Ї wish 1 could have more 
time with him, and so does he. But he. 
knows I have a court case. Because of 
the case, the threats to my family, my 
ex-husband agreed to temporarily take 


care of my son. Now, weekdays, he's 
with his father but on weekends, start- 
ing Friday, he's with me. Before this, he 
‘was with me the whole time. 1 have full 
custody. 


How aware is he of the problem? 

When we were preparing for the 
hearing, the lawyers would come and 
he would ask, "Are we going to win the 
case?" He's a bit concerned about my 
situation. He's actually quite wise for 
hisage. 

One day we were making an assess- 
ment, just him and 1, of the situation, 
and he said, "You know mom, we both 
made a mistake. We shouldn't have al- 
lowed him to come back to our lives. 
He's quite grown-up that way. There's 
really no such thing as a perfect mother. 
[but] | try my best. 

My baby took a lot of my time in the 
beginning. 1 thought that would be a 
problem with my eldest son—there 
were days when he was upset, but he 
learned to take itin stride. 

Tn fact, he was very distressed when 
the baby was taken away. It happened 
in front of him. 


How do you describe yourself as a 


SHE says exercise helps her focus on things “other than problems.’ 


wife ora girlfriend? 

Го not the dominating type. Essen- 
tially, if my partner takes up diving, for 
example, I'm the type who would take it 
up, too. I'm very "game." I'm very bub- 
bly. I make sure I leave work problems 
at the work place. 

Tm not the type who likes going to 
bars. Maybe you'll see me in a bar twice 
a year. [enjoy going out to dinner [and] 
watching a movie is a highlight. In а 
way, if 1 were to be with someone, it 
would have to be someone like that. 


What's a normal day like to you? 

1 just gave birth. The intention was 
forme to bea full-time mom, When that 
wasn't possible, 1 went to work two 
hours a day, and gradually increased it. 
My job is very physical (she runs a fit- 
ness center) so it wasn't possible to go 
оп а full nine to 10 hours immediately. 
In a way it was sad; my partner 
promised that | could be a full-time 
mom. à 

When I wake up, my eldest son and 1 
would always snuggle up, then 1 move 
to the nursery room to be with my baby. 

Work finishes quite late at night. 
When 1 come home, I take over babysit- 
ting chores. If I'm lucky, 1 catch my el- 
dest son still up. 

There was a time when I would bring 
my baby to the gym. 1 wish I'could've. 
done that more often. 


How are you coping now that your 
baby is not with you? 

1 still go to his room and go through 
the same ritual. It helps. Wasn't there а 
study explaining why you shouldn't 
take the baby from the mother? When 
you smell your baby, there's a chemical 
thats released within your brain called 
oxytocin, which makes you happy. To 
avoid getting depressed, 1 smell my ba 
by's stuff, 

"Today is not a good day. I just heard 
that my baby is not properly taken care 
of. 1 think his father is feeding him too 
much meat. 

Through a common friend, 1 sent 
over his little doggie stuffed toy—his fn- 
vorite—to calm him down. ИЗ not 
knowing whats being done to him 


SHE recalls that she used to bring her 
baby to the gym. 


that's really hurting me. 

Туе been reading a lot, like books by 
Gary Zukav and Christiane Northrup, a 
doctor specializing in women's issues. Ё. 
arm myself with the knowledge that 
this, too, shall pass : 

Туе lost a lot of weight. At night, С 
meditate, 1 also pray a lot. I'm in зо; 
much pain that it shows оп my face, 

Exercise also helps me focus ont 
things other than my problems, 

Tmeet up with my friends, only not 
often as l'd like to. They are being ha- 
rassed, too, And I talk to my relatives a 
lot Family is the most important. 
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By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


НЕ COLORFUL EPIC "THE CHRONI- 
| cles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch and 
the Wardrobe," based on C.S. Lewis’ 
first part in a series of popular fantasy books, 
finally gets its heavy-budgeted big screen 
treatment. This new effects-drenched movie 
has big shoes to fill, as recently concluded 
fantastical franchises like "Lord of the Rings" 
and "Star Wars" have left a huge void. The 
Disney release, however, is guaranteed a 
strong fan base. 

“Narnia” does not didactically preach 
about Christian values or messages, but the 
allegories are there. The young characters are 
often and openly referred to as "sons and 
daughters of Adam and Eve,” but the film can- 
not and does not claim that the lightly impart- 
ed lessons are exclusively Christian, The tale 
of four English children, siblings sent to live 


universa 


far from the chaos of World War Il, explores 
universal themes when they discover a closet 
that doubles asa magic portal to the awesome 
fairy tale terrain of Narnia. They get a stun- 
ning crash course on the concepts of courage, 
sacrifice, forgiveness and, after redundant 
bickering, teamwork. 

Narnia is а realm where they discover a 
black-and-white conflict between the ambitious 
"White Witch (ever-classy Tilda Swinton) and 
the messiah metaphor Aslan (appropriately 
voiced by Liam Neeson). Aslan, the land's lion 
king, if you will, shows everyone—lke "resur. 
recting” film sages Obi-Wan Kenobi and G 
dalf—that there is life after her 
nia,” like the aforementioned fantasy 
draws inspiration from different anci 
ends as well, combining creatures and beings 
from European and Asian mythologies (imag- 
ine giants, centaurs, а phoenix, a minotaur, 
werewolves, goblins and talking animals), 
which slug it out in one big hodge-podge of a 
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‘Narnia’ 
has big 
shoes to fill 
after 

‘Lord of the 
Rings’ and 
‘Star Wars’ 
but it is 


guaranteed me 


astrong 
fan base 


етеѕ 


battleground. Heck, even Santa Claus makes а 
special appearance to inspire the kids early оп! 

"While the secret world is derivative charac- 
ter-wise, "Shrek" director Andrew Adamson’s 
familiarity with making seemingly disparate 
elements coexist make this reality a surreal, 
fever dream-like mural. The story is simplistic 
and kid-friendly; actors William Moseley, An- 
па Popplewell, Skandar Keynes and Georgie 
Henley as the Pevensie siblings decently play 
brave and competent (if understandably 
volatile) youngsters. Swinton shines as the 
cardboardy villain, and is as enticingly men- 
acing as ever. 

Despite its sometimes languid pacing, “The 
Chronicles of Narnia” has sweeping, comput- 
er-rendered trickeries working for it, making 
it а cool, candy-coated place to revisit. Its 
nowhere near as magical or engaging as the 
mythical fantasy worlds that preceded it (yes, 
the comparisons are inevitable), but its still a 
welcome, escapist “new" world, 
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in the Philippines 


Siemens’ RP unit opens 
450-seat contact center 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


THE LOCAL UNIT OF SIEMENS AG OF GERMANY YESTER- 
day launched its P250-million call center at the Eastwood 
City Cyberpark in Quezon City. 


Tertius Vermeulen, Siemens president country to extend its operations in Asia, 
and chief executive, said during the "Тһе Philippines is the capital of the 
launching rites that the company decid- call center industry in the world, and we 
ed to put up a 450-seat call center in the believe it has the strongest potential for 


growth," Vermeulen said. 

The call center is expected to double 
the number of seats—with the workforce 
reaching over 1,000—within the year 
олсе the operation goes into full swing, 
he added. 

Christian Oecking, Siemens president 
for global outsourcing, explained that 
the call center unit was опе of the 
group's bigger call centers worldwide 

SIEMENS B2 


реле 


— a PESO-DOLLAR “к 


PSE COMPOSITE INDEX 


E" e п. 


[m 


DECEMBER JANUARY GOLD: 


mujan. 17,2006 
$558.30-558.80 ` 


(See suck marhet raporton Page B4 


gere Hong Kong an. 17.2006. 


Shares close 0.77% higher 


SHARE PRICES SNAPPED A TWO-DAY 
fall Tuesday, closing 0.77 percent higher 
on renewed interest in select blue-chips, 
dealers said, 


They said the rise was also supported 
by rotational buying interest in counters 
that did not join the recent rally. 
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HK group : 
wants EIB 
among 
top 10 
RP banks 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE LIPPO GROUP 
of Hong Kong is bent 
on turning its local 
banking interest Ex- 
port and Industry 
Bank (EIB) into a ma: 
јог player and has 
hired an exHong 
Kong Monetary Au- 
thority official to be 
its Philippine repre- 
sentative. 

In an interview 
with the Inquinen yes- 
terday, former HK 
Monetary Authority 
Executive Director 
Albert Cheok said he 
would retire from his 
current post as chair 
of Bangkok Bank 
Berhad to focus on 
EIB, where the Lippo 
group has become 
Фе singe biggest 
stockholder with 40- 
percent interest. 

The Lippo group 
over the long haul ex- 
pects EIB to be count- 
ed among the coun- 
trystop 10 banks. 

Cheok, who also 
used to be a bank of- 
ficial in Australia, 
will sit as deputy 
chair in EIB as part of 
а comprehensive re- 
structuring program. 

“The coast is now 
clear for EIB to move 
forward to become a 
major league player 
in the local banking 

Cheok 


EIB obtained a P3- 
billion fresh capital 
infusion from the 
Lippo group and oth- 
er investor and 
forged an agreement 
with the state-con- 
trolled Philippine De- 
posit Insurance Corp, 
to unload P10-billion. 
worth of bad assets 
which EIB inherited 
from the defünct Ur- 
ban Bank group. 

ЕВ, with total re- 
sources of about Р28 
billion, currently 
ranks among the 
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2272 CHINO ROCES AVENUE (FORMERLY 
PASONG ТАМО EXT), MAKATI CITY 
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Sedan, with' performance and safety 
feature that wil satisfy even е mest: 
discriminating clientela! That cor is 1] 
the Volo S60 TS. Despll what à d 
folks trom the German luxury. cars 
manufacturer would say, Volvo ia right 
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MIGHT BE SURPRISED. 


Stare at the Volvo S60 TS. it's definitely a sight to behold, 
ds how its sleek and stylish visage puts it. Step inside. 
greater astonishment as you floor the accelerator and 
lot the 257 bhp, S«cylindor highpressured turbo engine 
surge you from 0 to 100 km/h in 6.9 seconds. 
With the -speed automatic driver-adaptive Geartronic™ 
‘vansmission, the S60 Т5 maneuvers beyond your expectations. 
Finally, let its finer featuras such as the 
Dolby Pro Logic Surround Sound System 
and Bi-Xenon headlamps echo your + 
luxurious passion for mobility. “| 


All these features and more once you 
seize the steer of the Volvo S60 T5. 
Engage in a most surprising experience. 
Test drive a Volvo now. ;' 
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PLDT to bring mobile services to US, Middle East 


Telecommunications giant to expand services in nations with thriving Filipino communities 


2 Amidst the growing public concern on 
«the pre-need industry fueled by news 
reports on ailing pre-need companies, 
+Philam Plans President and CEO Jesus 
°G, Hofilefia issued to its planholders a 
“etter of reassurance stating that "Philam 
[Plans will meet all the contractual 
bligations represented in the pre-need 
plans that it has issued and continues to 
"sell.The well-timed letter was 
appreciated by the company's 300,000 
planholders who in 2005 received 
P484M worth of cash benefits from their 
maturing plans 


It should be noted that Philam Plans 
went against the norm in 1989 when it 
offered only fixed value plans. Today 
this model proved to be the only 
sustainable plan in the business putting 
Philam Plans in a unique position as one 
of the few pre-need companies that does 
not carry the financial burden of open- 
ended education plans. With fixed value 
plans, Philam Plans is able to determine 
all its future planholder obligations and 
consistently provide for benefits as it 
falls due. 


Backing up the words of assurance is ће 
cómpany's trust fund, which continues to 
enjoy the highest level in the industry 
today. As of November 2005, Philam 
Plans’ trust fund stood more than P19B, 
with over 96% secured in cash or near 
cash equivalent such as government 
securities. With very liquid and more 

É than adequate trust funds set aside for 
planholder obligations, Philam Plans can 

pay all benefits due today and up to 

(52013. This trust fund has been growing 

tat an average of 40% in the past two 

“years aligned with growing PH 

Iscobligations of the company. 


: Philam Plans restates commitment to planholders 


‘The earnest desire to stay committed to 
the people made Philam Plans the 
leading pre-need company in the country 
today. This is reflected in the recent. 
report of the Actuarial Advisers, Inc. 
dated September 2005. The watch group 
reported Philam Plans to have once 
again taken the overall lead in pre-need 
sales at P3.768B PNP and 23.55% 
market share. 


Pre-need buyers have every reason to 
feel secured in Philam Plans, which 
recently infused P500M to its paid-up 
capitalization to further boost its 
capability to provide products and 
services that the market requires. Philam 
Plans now enjoys the status of having 
the highest paid-up capital with P700M, 
or seven times over the SEC minimum 
requirement for a pre-need company. Its 
continued compliance with the standards 
and guidelines set by the SEC paved the 
way for the renewal of its license and 
approval of its request to sell additional 
pre-need securities amounting to P8.5B. 


Philam Plans is affiliated with 
Philamlife, the leading insurance 
company in the country and AIG, the 
worlds leading international insurance 
and financial services organization in the 
world. The financial might of these 
leading companies is ready to support 
Philam Plans. 


"АП these establish our earnestness to 
preserve and excel in providing essential 
pre-need financial planning services to 
you and to the Filipino community,” 
Hofilefia assures the public. 


Sa Philam Plans, panatag ka. 
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The Enterpreneurial Leadership and Strategic 
Management (ELSM) course is developed for 
entrepreneurs and key managers of small and 
medium enterprises (SMEs) and enterprise 
development organizations. 


COURSE CONTENT 


^ Creative, Rational 
• The Strategic Planning Process 
* External Assessment: 
v A Framework for Strategizing 
* Looking at the Big Picture 
Market and Micro Market Analysis: 
The Small Picture 
* Internal Assessment: 


Email: ace@aim.edu; IvllanuevaQ'aim edu 


* Approaches to Strategy: Adaptive, Ideological, 


А Framework for Organizational Diagnosis 


The ELSM focuses оп: 
1. Strategizing and leadership approaches 
for enterprises 
2. Essential tools for enterprise strategic planning 
3. Strategies to improve enterprise positioning 
and performance 
4. Leadership principles and applications 


* Enterprise Visioning and Positi 
* Entrepreneurial Leadership. 
* The Entrepreneurial Leader: 
A Self-Assessment 
* Leading the Enterprise 
* Leadership Challenge 
* Applying the Learnings to your Enterprise 
Strategic Plan for your Enterprise 
* Leadership Action Program 


ing 


NC 


[owe 


For inquiries and reservation call: Ms. Luvy Villanueva / Ms. Liza Ayalde 
Tel 4632 892-4011 to 25 ext. 187, 252, 356, 332; Telefax +632 813-3302 


By Clarissa S. Batino 


AS SOON AS IT LAUNCHES ITS MOBILE 
phone services in Singapore in March this 
year, Philippine Long Distance Telephone Co. 
will bring its mobile services to other overseas 
markets with large Filipino communities. 

PLDT Global Alfredo Panlilio said in an in- 
terview that the next destinations for its mo- 
bile network operations would include North 
America, the Middle East and Europe. 

“This year, our plan is to follow where our 
countrymen are,” said Panlilio. 

Tie-ups with foreign carriers would allow 
PLDT and its unit, Smart Communications 
Inc, to offer mobile services to Filipinos 
abroad, including remittances through text, 
text messaging and voice calls. 

There are at least eight million Filipinos 
working overseas who send a combined $12 
billion to their relatives in the Philippines 
each year. 

ОҒ the three target markets, the United 
States and Canada, which essentially com- 
prise North America, host the biggest Filipino 
communities. 

‘There are more than 3.5 million Filipinos in 
North America, of which close to 3 million are. 
intheUS. 

In the Middle East, there are more than 1.5 
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million and almost a million in Europe, most- 
lyin Italy and in United Kingdom. 

Panlilio said PLDT Global would also like to 
expand its present business, which so far had 
been focused on Hong Kong and Singapore. 

“We are confident that our mobile services in 
Singapore, with the value of the PLDT and Smart 
brands and the uniquely Filipino features, will be 
a perfect fit for our OFWs," Panlilio said. 

PLDT will offer Smart prepaid services in 
‘Singapore using the facilities of MobileOne or 
МІ, the third-largest carrier there. 

Ih September 2004, PLDT launched its first 
virtual mobile services in Hong Kong called 
1528 Smart in partnership with CSL. 

“This partnership will enable М1 to serve a 
very specific segment of mobile customers by 
leveraging on the unique competitive advan- 
tage that PLDT and Smart enjoy within the 
Filipino community" said M1 chief executive 
officer Neil Montefiore in a statement. 

‘There are 130,000 Filipinos in Singapore 
and almost 200,000 in Hong Kong. 

With 1528 Smart, Filipinos in Hong Kong 
are able to text their family in the Philippines 
for only 50 HK cents a message sent instead of 
80 HK cents to НК$1 through other carriers, 
explained Panlilio. 

PLDT Global is generating between HK$12 
and HKS15 million а month in revenue. 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


LOCAL COCONUT OIL EXPORTERS ARE 
anticipating more foreign exchange earn- 
ings from the Chinese market as the 10- 
percent tariff on their products had been 
scrapped when the Philippine-China Early 
Harvest Program became effective Jan. 1. 

‘The EHP is a preliminary arrangement 
between China and members of the Associ- 
ation of Southeast Asian Nations in prepa- 
ration for free trade by 2010. 

‘According to the United Coconut Associa- 
tions of the Philippines, the EHP leveled the 
field for local coconut oil exports against 
competition from Indonesian shipments. 

Ucap executive director Yvonne Agustin 
said in an interview that Indonesian ex- 
porters to China used to have the advan- 
tage since they paid Chinese customs a tar- 
iff of only 5 percent or only half of what Fil- 
ipino exporters paid. 

“The United States and Europe are our 
biggest market for coconut oil exports,” 
‘Agustin said. “But the expansion of our 
market share in China would be very wel- 
come since this would decrease our depen- 
dence on our traditional markets.” 

Latest data show that China imports 
some 30,000 metric tons of coconut oil a 
year, of which shipments from the Philip- 
pines represented 15 percent. 

Jesus L. Arranza, president of the Co- 
сопш Oil Refiners Association, said in a 
separate interview that his group was con- 


Coconut oil exporters expect 
more sales from China 


fident that local exports could match those. 
from Indonesia in terms of volume. 

“As far as available supply for exports is 
concerned, the Philippines has the biggest 
worldwide,” Arranza said. "Aside from 
that, China's demand for any commodity 
has been growing significantly in the past 
several years. 

In April 2005, the government agreed to 
enter an EHP with China through a frame- 
work agreement on an Asean-China Com- 
prehensive Economic Cooperation, which 
paves the way for the realization of an 
Asean-China Free Trade Area by 2010. 

‘The EHP gives Asean members an ad- 
vance low-tariff entry before the free trade 
agreement takes effect, on condition that 
‘Asean markets open up to Chinese prod- 
ucts. 

Taking effect last Jan. 1, the Philipine: 
China EHP covers 209 tariff lines that in- 
clude plant, animal and marine products. 

‘The EHP lists ће following specific prod- 
ucts: refined but not chemically modified 
copra, palm kernel or babassu oil; crude ой 
and refined oil products; cocoa powder, 
with and without added sugar or other 
sweetening matter; and cane, osier, bam- 
boo or similar material. 

The Philippines is the last of the 10 
‘Asean members to enter China's EHP 

‘The others have done so as early as 2004 
and have cut tariffs on covered products to 
between 2 percent and 15 percent and 
agreed to remove these tariffs in 2006. 


DOF supports transfer 
of pre-need firms to IC 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE DEPARTMENT OF FINANCE WILL SUP- 
port moves to transfer the supervision of the 
embattled pre-need industry from the Securi- 
ties and Exchange Commission to the Insur- 
ance Commission. 

‘The DOF said it would help lobby for the 
passage of any of the pending bills to reform 
the industry, saying pre-need reforms were 
part of its legislative agenda for the year. 

"Functions of pre-need is actuarial in na- 
ture. The pre-need industry is better off with- 
in the mandate of the IC,” Finance Undersec- 
retary Roberto Tan told reporters yesterday. 

‘The proposal to transfer the supervision of 
pre-need firms to the IC was revived last year 
when key industry players College Assurance 
Plan (CAP) and Pacific Plan Inc. (PPI) suf- 
fered from financial difficulties that led to the 
suspension of tuition payments to its plan 
holders. 

‘The DOF said in an earlier position paper 


Siemens’ RP unit . 


and would serve Siemen's global customers. 
Oecking said Siemen's Philippine call cen- 
ter was the latest addition to the existing 
satellite call center offices of Siemens in the 
United States, United Kingdom, Ireland, Ger- 
many Canada, Turkey and Singapore. 
Siemens AG vice president Alexander Lang- 
hans said the company was "extremely satis- 
fed" with the quality of available workers here. 
and that it has so far hired 340 employees. 
"The local employees аге considered US 
plus, meaning, they are comparable with US 
resources and capabilities," Langhans said. 
He also said Siemens was looking at other 
locations in the country for future expansion. 
Outsourcing is the fastest growing industry 
їп the Philippines, with government officials 
and industry players forecasting sales to grow 
five-fold to $12.41 billion by 2010 from $2.49 
billion last year. 
By February, the Philippines will have 150 
call center companies. The number of seats 
last year rose to 70,000 from the 40,000 


that the pre-need sector was better off under 
the IC, which has an actuarial department. 
Тап said the IC was prepared to take over 
the regulation of pre-need firms, although it 
still needed to tailor fit its services, which 
were designed to cover insurance firms, to 
cater to the needs of pre-need companies 
Aside from transferring supervision of the 
pre-need industry establishing а pre-need 
code to regulate pre-need firms would also be. 
supported by the DOR 
“Considering that this іза multibillion-peso 
industry and composed of large number of 
companies, the need for a legislative frame- 
work becomes imperative in order to set the 
standards, safeguards, rules on investments, 
solvency, and the overall operations of the in- 
dustry” the DOF said in the position paper. 
Earlier, Insurance Commissioner Evange- 
line Escobillo said the IC was prepared to take 
over the supervision of pre-need firms any- 
time Congress decides to pass any of the 
pending bills on pre-need reforms. 


++ FrompageBl 


recorded in 2004, according to the Depart- 
ment of Trade and Industry. 

By comparison, there were 3 million seats 
їп US-based call centers and over 200,000 in 
India in 2004. 

Earlier this month, the US-based think tank 
John E Kennedy Center Foundation-Philip- 
pines said that the fast-growing business pro- 
cess outsourcing and call center sector was in 
danger of losing steam because the supply of 
qualified workers was drying up. 

‘According to the ЈЕКСТ-В less than three 
ош of every 100 fresh college graduates are 
hired in the BPO/CC industry yearly. 

A JFKCEP study showed that the declining 
supply of qualified workers in the sector could 
arrest the growth of the $10-billion industry. 

"The group said a solution was to adequately 
prepare fresh graduates fora job in a BPO firm or 
call center by providing them quality training, es- 
pecially in arresting the declining proficiency of 
graduates in the English language. With a report 
fromAP 
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Sy’s other targets 


IT SEEMS THAT TAIPAN HENRY SY SR. HAS 4 = Si 
плавае аана к Take advantage of 
than Equitable PCIBank. Ayala Corp., San я Ы PSBank's HIGH $ RATES 


Miguel and Belle are apparently on its slow, 


steady accumulation list besides Equitable | ч , А T 
PCIBank and, of course, Chinabank. Victor C. Agustin | x $1,000 to  $10,000to $50,000to — $100,000 "| 
= | а month 


59002 "deos. 99,899 — anbup 
‘According to yearend 2005 reports, the com- 3.0000% | 3.1250% | 3.2500% | 3.3750% 
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ey one needs to execute a boardroom beso-be- IS NOT EXPENSIVE Starts Here. | 712 months | 3.4375%| 3.5000% | 3. EE A 
so with the Zobels, a one-percent stake in Ay- NUES n AIR ALTERNATING MATTRESS Е x дез ы ыш», 
ala Corp. is worth nearly P1.16 billion at yes- Р татр... 
terday's closing price. us + бидав more comfortable sleeping environment 
‘Theoretically, one needs about 14 percent |}7 > P ae + Proves bedsores lor bedridden patents ond assists 
in combined shareholdings and proxy votes to 2 ES pl 15 ИННИИ 
secure a seat in the seven-member Ayala s | fedes votiund for the caregher i hea be 
board; clearly, the taipan and his heiress Tere- frequency соомалйу move the patent 
Mes eer коом | EE tacos NET || с 
family is to replicate its ito the S. 1 = : 
пау р о терсине is елпу into the 57^. |zzm ERHERSTMEDICRLEQUIPMENT| | (B) Quantum Care Medical Products | 
Incidentally, while the Syswereincreasingtheir | уутун 1 mA, | |ue енча saa outa a e 
stake in Ayala Corp, the Gokongweis T [mama EE | 7 3 
ina Corp. had been reducing their already to- | sxe G28 s Ted PSBANK USTD «your пате» <yur landline o» your email address» then send to 
ken hold in the Zobel company to 0.0063 percent [Sire [amtrun о kx] усе nose ада PY өмә ИЕА БАССАНАР 
from 0.03 percent a year ago. = 
And speaking of San Miguel, the taipan’s SM 
Investments and Sysmart holding companies 
reported that their combined shareholdings їп 
the country’s largest food, beverage and pack- 
aging complex have topped 10.96 percent, from 
only 5.39 percent in end-2004. 


n the property and leisure company Belle, 
the taipan confirmed stock market rumors 
that he controls nearly a quarter of the com- 


pany when he disclosed that the combined 
stakes of Sysmart and SM Development have 
already reached over 22.56 percent by end- 


SS j © 
2005, from only 13.3 percent a year ago. | f 2T 
Sy's increasing hold in Belle and its prime EVARA: 5 Ys 
project, Tagaytay Highlands, was apparently 
at the expense—or was it at the profit?—of 
Eastern Securities, controlled by Belle vice 
chair Willy Ocier. Я jw 
Eastern Securities share holding in Belle in 1 J 3 Ne 
2004 was 13.68 percent; by the end of 2005, 2 
the figure had been whittled down to only 


2.179 percent. Е ОЕ 


Mine sweeper 


THEBUMBLING Australians in Lafayette cop- | 
per and gold mine have given up manage- 
ment control of.the Rapu-Rapu operations in 
favor of Carlos Dominguez Jt., the Aquino-era 
secretary of agriculture and also of the envi- 
ronment and natural resources. 

Dominguez led a group of international in- 
vestors in initially acquiring a 1.6-percent 
stake in the Australian parent company, in ex- 
change for being named chair, CEO and presi- 
dent of the Philippine mining operations. 

Rapu-Rapu is the first mining venture of 
the listed Aussie company, who in a year 
turned what could have been a quiet money- 
machine off the coast of Albay into an envi- 
ronmental disaster. 

Hopefully, with Dominguez at the helm, 
the Filipinos could replicate the rehabilitation 
and environmental record at Разат, the cop- 
per smelter that Dominguez also helped 
turned around. 

Dominguez's marching order—to clean up 
the mining spill and placate the Bicolanos. 


Heard through the grapevine 
WHOLESALER Suy Sing, riding on the suc- 
cess of his humongous North Luzon Express- 
way depot, is in the midst of taking over seven 
shuttered/ailing Uniwide stores. 

(Email: cocktales_pdi@pldtdsLnet or cock- 
tales_pdi@yahoo.com) 
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ata discount of 70 percent, in effect paying P3 
billion for the P10 billion in bad assets. 

‘At the same time, it has agreed to provide 
income support to cover the discount from A d refreshing lifestyle is now h he heart of Ort 
Home рро i erie пе бреши гъа unique апа refreshing lifestyle is now here in the heart of Ortigas 
soft loan for 10 years, which will be fully se- É - Center. 
cured by government securities. 

Aside from the P3-billion core capital to be 3 bhii А 
infused. by the Lippo group and оет lee са Welcome to East of Galleria, a 45-storey residential tower located in 
vestors, the PDIC will also subscribe to a P2- h ЖЕ. the midst of the bustling business district. It is conveniently located 
billion tier 2 capital in a form of interest-bear- Te > 
т uil bc pepibie а beside the very successful Robinsons Galleria Mall to cater to the 


to the deposit insurer in 10 years. 1 4 T residents’ daily needs. Minutes away from major roads like EDSA 
“This marks a fresh chapter in EIB's opera- 

tions," Cheok said. "This package is a perfect 

example of how the banking authorities and Е other major establishments. 

major shareholders of a bank had put their 

minds together to address a banking issue to 

promote the continuing stability and efficien- East of Galleria truly embodies the ideal of comfort and + 


Ey of the banking spem in a win-win forme: convenience, offering the best of both worlds with the choice of 
ioe dis жайна, Chek all either bi-level or loft-type units. Available in one, two and three- 
EIB would emerge asa “leaner, fitter and healthi- bedroom units, East of Galleria assures residents of utmost privacy 
er” financial institution that could in the furure E ч " к Ё 
be counted among the Philippines top 10 banks. їп condo living as the master's bedroom is located a level above the 
dining, kitchen and living areas. High ceilings, airy atmosphere and | 
х x: - expansive glass windows feature breathtaking views of the Wack 


‘The bank got a fresh capital infusion from 
major stockholders led by the Lippo group 

Wack Golf and Country Club as well as a multitude of 

magnificent skylines. 


and C5, it is also within the vicinity of malls, banks, institutions and 


and the local Yao group, together with Extra 
Year Investments Ltd., the designated invest- 
ment vehicle of the RZB group of Austria and 
‘AO Capital Partners Lid. of Hong Kong. 

"The Lippo and Yao groups, who are existing 
stockholders in EIB, now have a 60-percent 
combined stake in EIB, while RZB and AO 
Capital, which are new investors, now own a affordable home, here at East of Galleria. 
combined 30 percent. 

‘The Philippine Exporters Conferederation, 
which co-founded EIB with the Lippo group 
prior to the 1997 financial erisis, has seen its 
stake diluted to less than 10 percent. 

Cheok said EIB, which now operates а net- 
work of about 50 branches, would focus on 
organic growth first following its major re- 
structuring. 

He added that the Lippo group had invest- 
ed in the bank for the long haul, and would 
support its expansion. 

‘The restructuring puts the bank on better 
financial footing. 
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At the heart of the busy city lies a comfortable and 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


FAST FOOD GIANT JOLLIBEE FOODS CORP 
shid it had fully acquired Greenwich Pizza 
Gorp. by buying out its partner in the quick- 
service pizza and pasta chain for P384 mil- 
lion. 

Ina statement sent to the Philippine Stock 
xchange, Jollibee chair Tony Tan Caktiong 
said the move was in line with the group's 
strategy to acquire businesses or additional 
stakes in existing businesses for consolidation 
into its operations. 

Jollibee bought the 20-percent stake of 
Green Foods Franchising Inc., raising the 
group's holdings in the fast food pizza chain 
tå 100 percent. 

+ "Ме have been very pleased with our part- 
nership with Green Foods Franchising Inc. 
er the past 11 years, starting in 1994 when 
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BUSINESS 
JEC buys out partner in Greenwich 


Building up cash reserves to finance expansion strategy 


JFC acquired 80 percent of Greenwich Pizza 
Corp. This buyout, which was arrived at in 
terms satisfactory to both our partner and to 
JFC, will add sales and profit to and will facili 
tate in simplifying our operations," Tan Cak- 
tiong said in the statement. 

Tn its financial report as of September, Jol- 
libee said Greenwich's system-wide sales—a 
measure of all sales to consumers from both 
company-owned anà franchised 
stores—grew 4.3 percent in the third quarter 
ending September. No figures were specified. 

Jollibee chief finance officer Ysmael Baysa 
said Greenwich’s total sales of P3.5 billion in 
2004 contributed 10 percent to Jollibee's to- 
tal system-wide sales for that year. 

Also, Greenwich generated P2.7 billion in 
revenue and P131.9 million in net income in 
2004. 

As of Dec. 31, Greenwich runs a total of 


iness Partner can tell you more. 
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239 stores, of which 128 are company-owned 
and 111 are under franchise agreements. 

‘Tan Caktiong also said he was confident 
about the long-term prospect of the Green- 
wich brand. 

“We have built a leading brand over these 
years. We are confident that this brand will 
continue to grow robustly in the future.” 

Baysa also said Jollibee yesterday paid 
Green Foods in cash. 

Jollibee has been accumulating cash re- 
serves for its expansion strategy. 

Last October, Jollibee acquired full control 
of Red Ribbon Bakeshop for P1.8 billion. 

In March 2004, it bought 85 percent of Chi- 
nese fast food Yonghe King for $11.5 million. 

The Jollibee Group, the largest fast food 
chain in the country, operates a total of 1,429 
stores in the country and in nine countries 
overseas. 
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Panalo ka sa Kakaiban: 


STICK 
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Сй му! signage 


^ PRINT & CUT single decal ог 
-: quantities cost-effectively! 


g 
ERMAK 


T-shirt Tronsters 


bulk 


+ NO EXTRA COST on die-cutting 


= NO EXTRA COST on color separation 


= NO EXTRA COST on laminati 


lon 


FREE TRAINING ON FLEET GRAPHICS - January 28, 2006 -Call us 726399110 98 


LY eee is Roland's best-seling integrated 


prin¥cut solution and everything you could ask for In a low-cost digtal panier. VersaCAMM delivers 4-color inkjet 


[/ и eise Saal doting on dave. XA NK mulo 1o aam n odor ho ла дыга no spec veto rmn 


iqupment, yət produces 


 VersaCAMM to print on a wide variety of commercially avaiable modia. Choos 


briliant graphics hat аге water, scratch and UV resistant. The combination of an integrated healing system and ХА INK allows tho 
so from uncoated vinyl materiais or lower production costs - cioar, whit 


ali, reflective, tamper-proof seal, magnetic and fabric transfer - for dependable indoor and outdoor use. 
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The composite index was up 16.54 points at 
2,154.30, after trading between 2,132.82 and 
2,155.21. Volume rumover stood at 1.18 billion 
shares worth P858.5 million ($16.50 million). 

The broader all-shares index advanced 
10.05 points to 1,019.04. 

Gainers outnumbered losers 52 to 30, 
while 43 stocks ended unchanged. 

The peso averaged at 52.62 to the US dollar 
in mid-day trade. 

Bank of the Philippine Islands led the risers, 
ending P2.50 higher at Р58.50. Port operator 
Intemational Container Terminal Services Ine 
rose P1.25 to P11.50 on speculative interest. 

‘Top-traded Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. ended up at P1,850, while rival 
Globe Telecom advanced P10 to close at P750. 

Oil refiner Petron Corp gained 15 centavos 
to PS, ina recovery driven by rising oil prices. 

Ayala Corp. rose P2.50 to P337.50, while 
unit Ayala Land Ine, was steady at P10.25. 

‘A-shares of Manila Electric Co., limited to 
Filipino investors, ended steady at P14 while 
B shares ended unchanged at P21.25. 

San Miguel Corp. A-shares were steady at 
P64, while San Мівпе! B-shares retreated by 
50 centavos to P87.50. AFP 
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rate drops 


By Michelle V. Remo 


bond fell by almost 2 percentage points 
to only 10.25 percent yesterday, due 
largely to high market liquidity. 

‘The rate was 187.5 basis points lower 
than the 12.125 percent recorded in the. 
auction last October. 

“The market is now highly predictable 
given the obvious excess liquidity and 
their positive long-term view (on the gov- 
emment’ fiscal situation)," said National 
Treasurer Omar Cruz ina press briefingaf- 
ter yesterday's auction. 

‘Appetite for the long-term government 
security was strong, with tenders reaching 
77.134 billion compared with the govem- 
ments debt offering of only P4 billion. 

Cruz said the liquidity in the market 
was boosted by the P12.4 billion worth 
of maturing Treasury bills and bonds this 
week that are expected to be reinvested 
in government securities. 

‘The government accepted P4 billion 
worth of bids, raising in full its sched- 
uled borrowing yesterday. 

Cruz said the decline in interest rates was 
expected as banks remained awash with 
cash and as the government reduced its bor- 
rowing requirements resulting in the possi- 
ble cut in auctions of government securities. 

The treasurer said he was set to an- 
nounce today details of the planned ad- 
justments in the government's domestic 
borrowing program, 


eee aes 
20-yr T-bond 


‘THE RATE ON THE 20-YEAR TREASURY . 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


THE SECURITIES AND EXCHANGE COM- 
mission has granted 24 pre-need firms licens- 
esto sel securities this year. 

‘These firms are Ayala Plans Inc., Berkley In- 
ternational Plans Inc, CityPlans Inc., Classic 
Plans Inc., Eduplan (Phils) Inc, First Country 
Plans Inc., Himlayang Pilipino Plans Inc. Ideal 
Pension Plans Corp., Manulife Financial Plans, 
Mercantile Careplans Inc, Millenium Plans, Paz 
Memorial Services Inc., Permanent Plans Inc., 
Philam Plans, Primanila Plans, Primeplan Inter- 
mational Corp., Provident Plans Intemational 
Corp, Prudentialife Plans Inc., Sun Life Finan- 
cial Plans Шс. Trusteeship Plans Inc., St. Peter 
Life Plan Inc., Eternal Plans, PETPlans Inc., Co- 
coplans and Grayline Plans Inc. 

‘The list is contained in an SEC status report 
on pre-need dealers’ licenses as of Jan. 4. 

Four other applications for licenses are still 
being processed. 

Sources said the SEC would grant licens ез 
to all who had completed their requirements 


SGV, RCBC sever 


AUDITING FIRM SGV & CO. AND 
Rizal Commercial Banking Corp. 
have agreed to terminate their 
auditor-client relationship on ac- 
count of their dispute over the 
1997, 1998 and 1999 audits of 
Bankard Inc. Bankard is an ac- 
quired subsidiary of RCBC Capi- 
tal Corp. which, in turn, іза whol- 
ly owned subsidiary of the bank, 
RCBC Capital acquired Bankard 


2000. 


nancial 


from Equitable PCIBank in May 


‘These audits relate to Bankard's 
accounting policies and practices 
on income recognition, provision- 
ing for doubtful accounts , and fi- 
statement 

‘which RCBC Capital claimed to be 
non-compliant with generally ac- 
cepted accounting principles. SGV 
denied the allegations 


Gov't urged to issue guidelines 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


BUSINESS 


25 pre-need firms get li 


“without prejudice to penalties for violations 
already committed.” 


censes : 


їп a separate development, The Philippine 
Federation of Pre-Need Plan Companies Inc. 
(РЕРРСЇ) is asking the SEC for more time to 
adopt international accounting standards (IAS) 
"which are to be imposed starting this year. 
PFPPCI president Miguel Vazquez said the 
group was asking for another six months from 
April, when they are required to book premi- 
‘ums from collections as liabilities based on IAS. 
SEC Chair Fe Barin said the regulator 
маз open to giving pre-need firms more 
time but suggested that they start adjust- 
ing their financial reports based on these 
standards ог per- 
form a "dry run.” 
Vazquez said the 
increase in liabilities 
based on the treat 
ment of premium col- 
lections might have 
ап adverse impact оп 
retained earnings. 
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DOYOU WANT TO SEU 
YOUR COMPANY? 


We provide you with financial expertise in determining the 
intrinsic value of your company, the pria at which you 
Could sell, the materials required by potential buyers to 
"evaluate the company as wel as the negotiating skilis In 


Closing the sale atthe highest possible value. 


DII Capital Corporation 


BELEGISHISUTES 179 шем» eoo йө Maa ty 
ura їй 


work or play, 


кошш 


1500 ANSI Lumens 


disclosures, 2919 
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THE BEST JUST GOT BETTER! 


FirstGen 
profit 
hits 
P3.65B 


FIRST GEN CORP, 
the power generation. 
wnit of the Lopez 
Group, said its con- 
solidated net income 
decreased by 1.4 per- 
cent in the first nine 
months ending 
September 2005 to 
P3.65 billion from 
P3.7 billion in the 
same period in 2004, 

Cost and operating 
expenses grew 28.6 
percent to P26 billion. 


By Abigail L. Ho 


FACED WITH A NEARLY DEPLETED ETHANOL 
supply and the possible ceasing of its ethanol 
blended gasoline program, Seaoil Petroleum 
Corp. is urging the government to finalize the 
guidelines governing ethanol importation be- 
fore the end of the month. 

Seaoil president Glenn Yu said the gov- 
ernment, led by the Department of Energy, 
should now issue the ethanol importation 
guidelines so it could prepare for its next 
shipment and prevent the suspension of 
the company's gasoline-blending pro- 
gram. 

Based on current demand, he said 
Seaoil’s in-country ethanol supply could be 
stretched up to the end of March. “After 
that, we won't be able to address demand 
anymore,” 

However, it would be best to have the im- 
portation guidelines ready before the end of 
this month so the oil firm could start making 
arrangements with its suppliers. 

“Before we can make arrangements with 
ош supplier, we need to have the guidelines 
so our supplier can comply with whatever 


technical specifications there are," he told the 
INQUIRER. 

He said Seaoil had written Energy Secre- 
tary Raphael Lotilla informing him of the 
need for the guidelines and of the scenario 
should the guidelines not be issued on time. 

Up to now, however, the ой firm has not re- 
ceived any response and the guidelines has 
yet tobe issued, he said. 

"We're really just waiting for the (Depart- 
ment of Energy) as to how they'd want us to 
proceed. After the first shipment, there were 
feedback for various government agencies 
calling for a clearer set of guidelines 

They said the guidelines should include 
feedback from the Department of Finance, 
Bureau of Internal Revenue and Bureau of 
Customs," he said. 

"To jumpstart the country’s bio-ethanol fuel 
program, President Macapagal-Arroyo on Ju- 
ly 22 issued EO 449, reducing the tariff on 
bio-ethanol imports from 10 percent to only 1 
percent. 

Covered by the tariff reduction are bio-ethanol 
imports to be used for 
the governments Fuel 
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[Basic Php 18,000.00 


1Рго 1 user Php 26,500.00 
IPro 5 users Php 64,100.00 


commended accounting software for SME's 
Саз aa Used by More Than 
400,000 Businesses 


T General Ledger 
T Accounts Receivable / Payable : 
Worldwide! 


Inventory & Services Project Costing 
integrates with Handheld Pocket PC 
"Departmental Accounting (Pro Only) 

Purchase Orders Sales Orders Invoices 
‘Cheque Writing / Tracks Importation Costs 
T supports Mult Currencies (Basle: Dual Currency / Pro: Unlimited) 
"integrates with MS Word and Excel 

“includes Crystal Reports for Unlimited Custom Reporting 
Customizable Screen Interface 

“password Security Levels to Control User Access 

| Generates Full Time Audit Tal 

T stores 100 Years of Financial History (Pro only) 


FREE! next version upgrade 


Order now and complete your accounting system. 
with a FREE Payroll Pro software for 30 employees опу! 
For more employees you can avall of higher versions of 
Mustard Seed Payroll Pro Software 
'FOR SALES OR DEALERSHIP INQUIRIES CONTACT: 
1004 В Summit One Office Tower, Shaw Boulevard, Mandaluyong City 


MUS TARP 
EEQ 532 533-1562] 5333612 | 533-0040 | 534-1529 | 533-4095 | 533-208 


‘SYSTEMS CORPORATION 


during the period 
from P20.3 billion їп 
2004 due to the spike 
in power plant opera- 
Чоп and mainte- 
nance costs. This was 
contained in First 
Gens consolidated 
income statement їп 
a prospectus submit- 
ted to the Philippine. 
Stock Exchange. 

Power plant opera- 
tion and mainte- 
nance expenses bal- 
looned 31.9 percent 
to P22.4 billion due 
to higher average dis- 
patch rates for its 
power plants in Sta. 
Rita and San Lorenzo 
in Batangas City. 

Fuel expenses for its 
Sta. Rita power plant 
swelled by 30 percent 
to P135 billion as of 
the nine month period 
due to higher demand 
from affiliate power 
distributor Manila 
Electric Co. (Meralco). 


January 17, 2006 
Country 


United States 
Japan 
United Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerand 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thaland 
UAE 

Euro 
Argentina 
Brazil 
Danmark 
Inda 
Malaysia 
Mexico 
Now Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South Arica 
Korea 
Sweden 
Syra 
Taiwan 
Venezuela 


Equivalent 


1000000 
0.008708, 
1768200 
07128981 
0781800 
0.863632 
0812145 
0.753920 
2653153 
0.266631 
0610277 
0.000106 
0025221 
0272272 
1212400 
0329218 
044004 
0162514 
0022645 
0.267094 
0.094913 
0697107 
0150236 
0.016703 
0167616 
0.001018 
0.129953 
0019264 
0031367 
0000466 


Equivalent 


524530. 
0.4567 
92.7474 
6.7654 
41.0078. 
453001 
32.1088 
30.5454 
139.1658 
139856 
320108 
0.0056 
12229 
142815 
63.5940 
172885 
230816 
8543 
11878 
140099 
49785 
365654 
7.8803 
018761 
87920 
00534 
68164 
10105 
16453 
00244 


0224810 
0007181 
1458490 
0.106385 
0544537 
0712333 
594903 
0821841 
2.188348 
0219920 
0503363 
0000087 
0020803 
0.224573 
1.000000 
0271542 
0.362953 
0.134043 
0.018678 
0.220302 
0.078285 
0574981 
0123916 
0.013777 
0.138251 
0.000840 
0107187 
0.015889 
0.025872 
0.000384 


Kroner 
Rupes 
Rand 
Won 
Kronor 
Pound. 
N Dolar 
Bolivar 


Fuel expenses for 
its San Lorenzo plant 
increased in the first 
nine months to P6.8 
billion from P4.6 bil- 
lion due to higher av- 
erage gas prices 
Revenues in the 
nine-month period 


$ 1,000 - 9,999 


30 days 
125% 


60 days - up 
250% 


surged 19.1 percent 
to P33.73 billion in 


$ 10,000 - 49,999 


3.500% 3.625% 


the first nine months 
from P28.3 billion in. 


$ 50,000 - 99,999 


3.750% 3.875% 


the previous year, 
First Gen is hold: 
ing its initial public 
offering on Feb. 10. 
Jt has set its offer 
price at between P51 
and P62. share. 


* 


$ 100,000 and above 


4.000% 4.125% 


Bank of Commerce 


me arasam om p 


First Gen hopes to 


lems.com | wwwmseedsystems.com. 


raise Р112 billion 
through the sale of 
180.9 million to 219.9 
million new shares. 
Elizabeth L. Sanchez. 


Call us at 812-0000 locals 2250 / 2439 / 2233 / 2465 


Or text: BKCOM «your name» «your landlino><your e-mall address> 
1o 2327 for Globe, or 0917-8902327 for non-Globe users. 
Member: РОЈС & Megalink. Deposits Insured up to P250,000 per depositor. 


Pls. contact the Sports & Games Office al 817.0851 to 62 local 260/269 for inquiries 


first themed communities 

‘American inspired Antipol 
‘community, with new phases opened in thå tree 
studded hills. Citta Italia: Our Italian comunity 
transforming into a beautiful township in Iràus, 
Cavite. Maia Alta: Beautiful Antipolo hills 
graciously host this growing Italian village, ilewise 
blossoming into a new community. Fortezza This 
‘gated community in Cabuyao, Laguna clearly 
Mediterranean aesthetics. 


“Our Property Management Value: sega 

maintenance, 

Crown Asia “walks the tal 

‘maintenance sind homeowner assistance to maintail 

the levels of satisfaction, which will continue to draw, 
sw home platiners to us 


ith fastidious $ 


And the beat goes on as we go vertical. 
1 Out first vertical development Presidio by Laguna 
de Bay, is quickly rising to fruition. Following our 
yovn Asia value system, Presidio is a far cry from 
concrete jungle" condo townships, With a design 
that reflects the location's environrpental sensitivity, 
all new Presidio projects will carry this value, 


A glimpse of what's coming up. 
Crown Asia's new breakthrough desig 
developments. x 
Ponticelli: in Alabang-Daang Hari, romances the 
celebrated gourmet regions of Italy with © 
breakthrough homes from P3.5 to P7M. La Seala: 
in Quezon City, classic lines with a youthful Italian, 
accent, A haven for young couples and urbanites,” 
with homes ranging from P3.5M to P7M. Presidio. 
New Manila: Ideal mix of stylish practicality wit 
prime location, offering studio up to 2-bedroom 
units from PLAM to РЗМ, Assumption Heights: 
Highly exclusive community with the air of an old 
ivy league township. 


Setting new standards in property development. 
In our second decade, we will remain as competitive 
as we started. This passion we have at Crown Asia 
benefits our homeowners first and foremost. Our 
drive for excellence delights our partners, nationwide 
and worldwide. Crown Asia homes have been 
marketed in Southeast Asia, Europe, the Middle 
East and now in North America and the Pacific Isles. 


а 


а 


Crown Asía residences, cherished by old and new home owners, carry 
values over and above the stone, glass, wood and tile they are made of. 


Our néw value system that revolutionized property 
development with beautiful homes that showcase 
the success of their owners. 

Knowing the very universal core values of home planners, 
“home is one's castle’, plus the Filipino's penchant for 
an outstanding home, we wrote the book of home 
development values, which most developers seem to be 
following today. From the choice of location, the theme, 
the landscaping and lastly our passion for details, is it 
any wonder that our homes bear a luxurious elegance. 


Crown Asia's new projects 

Valenza: Facing Tagayatay Ridge in Sta. Rosa, Laguna. 
Mille Luce: High above the city lights and under the 
Antipolo stars. Woodberry: Neo-American hillside 
enclave in Antipolo. Amici: Brings friendly elegance 
and affordability to Daang Hari with its prime location. 
‘Amalfi: A unique community of island lots in 
Dasmarinas, Cavite, with St.Paul's so conveniently close. 


Housing the nation with the “home of choice" for 
thousands of Filipinos. 

As we enter our second decade, we look back to the 

values that made us the biggest home builder in the 

country today. The values that made home planners 
decide on us as their “home of choice’ 


Arbiters of master planned communities 

We went beyond what home planners were happy with: 
a roof over their heads. We started master planned 
communities with architectural themes and colors, 
which today almost everyone else follows. We pulled 
out all the stops in landscaping and building beautiful 
amenities. And all this paid off in the long run. We've 
set new standards for ourselves, and others that try to 
follow us. 


UPCOMING PROJECTS 


PONTICELLI + PRESIDIO NEW MANILA 
LASCALA + ASSUMPTION HEIGHTS 


E а. ee 


> $e, 
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own Asia 

Tel. Nos. 718-3468 / 634-9001 / 873-1614 Your home of choice 


www.crownasia.com.ph 


CKO Crown Asia's Presidio: Dreams timely fulfilled 0, ©) 


А 6.8 hectare “city by the bay,” Presidio ORE of Taguig Presidio’ convenient 
i inspirati [ууш ы ка ч 
at Brittany Bay draws inspiration from iota Abang Dina a 
San Francisco's neo-Victorian architecture ^ Кккк ч т, э vit 


South Super Highway and CS. 
Foractive urbanites,selecting floor area with 1 bedroom;the ingenious design and Upon completion of the C-6 


aresidential community сап Бе — loft-typeorbi-level units architecture, the Rembrandt * construction travel time will be 
ameticulous process, requiring provided with elegant floor presents а feeling of exclusivity 5 cutby half; while rehabilitation 
a find that vill reflect their design and garden units, and avoids clutter with only 5 and modernization of the South 
discerning tastesandnecdsand ranging from 50-68 sq.m. units per floor. It also provides + ў А А ‚ Metro Rail Transit System will 
fast lifestyle. Thus their real available in 1-3bedroom cuts; the luxury of bigger unit sizes, reducetravel time from * 
estate company of choice and the penthouse units the inclusion of basic appliances Caloocan to Alabang to 30 
should be able to deliver its equipped with expansiveliving along with added features. x minutes. А 
developments on time and space, ranging from 55-75 sq. 2 + 
according tothebuyer’shigh m. floor area with 1-2 Picasso Tower € 3 Guiding the thoughtful and 
expectations. bedrooms. Prices range from й effective master-planning of 
Php 1.4 - 5 million. Aprestgiousgardencondo Officers, partners and consultants of Crown Asia celebrate the Crown Asia's every project are 
Already known for its 10-year i residence with highlightssuch groundbreaking of Presidio's Picasso Tower. the5 core values they 
track record for creating master- as walkways left open to cool air persistently adhere to: gréenery, 
planned neighborhoods and E and surrounded bylush greens. — jj storeystructureoffersthe other space-deprived security, choices, serenity and 
building qualityhomes, Crown. $ ‘The garden-inspired Picasso best vista of the bay and condominiums with the attainability. \ 
Asia further redefines urban ү Towenisa3-winged7-StOTY mountains. incorporationofnaturewith Experience the affordable 
livingwith the creation ofits № development with model units the practicality of verticalliving. — luxury of city living by the lake 
first vertical project, Presidio at available in 39 sq.m. floorarea Soon to Launch 2 more Residensenjoytheconstant when you visit Presidio at 
Brittany Bay. The dreams of with 1 bedroomand51sq-m. Towers: Renoir & Bellini cool breeze from LagunadeBay Brittany Bay. 
hundreds of families will soon with 2 bedrooms. Prices range and watch the sun rising behind 
be fulfilled with the full blown. 3 from Php 1.7 -2.3 million. ‘The market's great reception the Sierra Madre mountain. 
construction ofthe DaVinci Jerry Navarrete, president of Crown Asia, of Presidio istestamenttothe Unspoiled nature is married 
Tower, Presidio’ first tower to Paolo Villar, chief finance office, and | _ Monet Tower growing list of career-driven with lush landscaping and datura teeter 
be promptly deliveredto its guest of honor Marilen Posadas cut the Completing this “city by the urbanites and families courtyards surrounding the N 
RemeownsbyMarch2006. ibbon at the groundbreaking ceremony. poi the Monet, thetallest -dreaming ofathemedhome communityand with quaint Property reviews may be 
among the y-shaped garden and comfortable lifestyle. gardens in select units. arranged by calling Crown 
A recently held toppingoff Rembrandt Tower condo rise foundin the heart of Locatedat the boundary of Towers at tel. nos. 718-3400 and 


ceremony celebrated Crown белаб thedevlopment ts winged ` Presidioisdistinguishedfom busting SucatandthrivingCiy 718-402 
Asia's triumph at ‘Another mixed-use condo of 


ensuring ела  MMECTL 
on-schedule 
construction of the 
first tower. Major 
partners, project, 
consultants, and 
Crown Asia division 
heads joined the 
festivities while a 
spectacular fireworks 

Дау announced 
the timely success of 
Presidios Da Vinci 
Tower. 


AGShectare city 
by thebay" Presidio at 
Brittany Bay draws 
inspiration from San 
Francisco's neo- 
Victorian 
architecture to create 
its symphony of 16 
towers interplaying in 
height and size with 
its selection of low- : A 
and mid-rise Transforming 
condominiums. The ы ; чем 
ict адное Bay into d gracious 
level hub by thebay is Metro Manila address 
manifestation of the А . 
typical urbanites ‘With the property values skyrocketing 
thriving careers and around the city, the solution to living 
busy lifestyles. close to the city is to go vertical. 

Presidio caters to The Presidio at Brittany Bay presents 
progressive urban condo living with that relaxing 
living with its 
selection оГ 
commercial and 
residential 
condominiums 
startingwithSmodl тһе best solution 
towers to choose е ium 1 
from: to living close to the cit 


is up in the sky 


garden atmosphere. 


Da Vinci Tower 
Presidio frsttower ^ Picturesque self-contained 


already under community right next to the 


construction,theDa Laguna de Bay, wonderfully 
Vinci isa 


comfortable, landscaped, with gardens, 
charming mixed-use greenery and unmatched vistas 
Lo cd of the lake to soothe the soul. 


space utilization 2 3 
suited for professional And it's just minutes 


singlesor young. away from Makati 


families. Commercial ; 
ats occu the and The Fort Bonifacio 


ground level ofthe 5 Global City. 

storey condo, with 2 

models units available 

in 425g. m.and 565q 

m.floorarea priced at # xL. = naui 
Php 1.8 million and Буаз 
Php 2.6 million 
respectively; or one 
canopttocombine2 ; 
or more adjacent А Ul aue nons 
units. 


Michelangelo Е А Your home of choice. 
Tower Geol f Presidio 

A10-storey 
versatile garden 
condo high-rise, the 
Michelangelo Tower 
offers the largest 
1 акен For property preview, 
units: the typical 
model tedfor 21 “ee please call 718-3400 + 892-2249 + 718-3465 


independent www.crownasia.com.ph 
individuals, ranging 


from 28-39 sq.m. 


Monthly amortization as low as P12,500 


i 
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“May God keep you in the palm of His hand, 
until we meet again.” 


Second Death Anniversary 


DR. HERMINIO A. ASTORGA 


Former Vice Mayor, City of Manila 
December 22, 1929 — January 19, 2004 


On the occasion of his Second Death Anniversary, 
his wife, Lynn Ira Vicente, their children and their families 
request friends, family and pious readers to pray 
for the eternal repose of his soul. 
Masses will be celebrated for his intention at the following 
churches on Thursday, January 19th, 2006: 


7:00 am and 6:00 рт 
7:30am and 6:00 pm 
6:00 am and 6:00 pm 
6:00 am and 6:15 рт 
6:00 pm 
6:30 pm 
6:45 am 
5:30 pm 
7:00 am 
8:00 am 
7:30 am 
7:00am 
7:00 am 
7:15 am 


Malate Catholic Church 

Ermita Catholic Church 

St. Anthony of Padua Parish Church — Singalong 

‘Our Lady of the Assumption Parish Church — Leveriza. 

St. John Bosco Parish Church — Makati 

Ascension of Our Lord Parish Church — Parafiaque 

Villa San Miguel – Mandaluyong, 

EDSA Shrine — Mandaluyong 

Christ the King Church — Green Meadows, Pasig 

St. John Roman Catholic Church – Allentown, New Jersey 
St. Peter the Apostle Church — New Brunswick, New Jersey 
St. Mary's Church — Uxbridge, Massachusetts 

St. Rose of Lima Catholic Church — Toronto, Canada 

St. Ignatius Catholic Church ~ Winnipeg, Canada 


“We miss you, Dad. You will always be in our hearts." 


Though our ounvard man is perishing, yet the inward 
‘man is being renewed day by day. 


A 2 Corinthians 4:16 


A 
JESUS A. OLEGA JR. | 


Peacefully joined our Lord 
оп January 15, 2006, at ће age of 76. 


His wife Adoracion; children Helena, Roel, Therese and Peter, Divina, 
Gilbert and Julie, and Allan and Sally; grandchildren William, Joshua, 
Jason, Darius, James and Justin; brothers Eufemio, Bernardino and 
Gregorio, sisters Pureza, Remedios and Lina, and all his relatives and friends 
request the pious readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul. 

His remains lie in state at La Funeraria Paz, Manila Memorial Park in Sucat, 
Paranaque. 


Interment details will be announced later. 


dis -Аё 


MIGUEL LEGASPI MEJIA 


was called home to the Lord 
on January 15, 2006 at the age of 79. 

He shall be missed by his dearest wife Chabeng; children Amie 
& King, Mel & Evelyn, Loida & Bobbit, Cristy & Nap, Alice & 
Roy, Ariel & Arlene, Mannix & Cathy, Viki & Ced; 
grandchildren & great grandchildren, relatives and friends. 

His remains lie in state at Capilla D of Arlington East, 
д The Garden Chapels, 1354 C. Raymundo Avenue corner 

Mercedes Avenue, Pasig City. 

Interment will be announced later. 


Beer 


Ou Beloved 


HONESTO TOPACIO DARVIN | 


of Imus, Cavite 


Peacefully joined our Creator on January 15, 2006 
at the age of 85. 

He is survived by his loving wife Luisa; children, 
Robert and Eileen; sister Natividad; children-in-l 
Verna and Mateo Jr; and grandchildren, Adrian, Shannine, Andrei 

Joseph and Mary Louise. 


Melito, Liberty. 


His remains lie in state at the Funeraria Sapinoso Premiere Chapel, 
Gen. E. Topacio SL. Imus, Cavite. Interment will be on Saturday, January 
21, 2006 at Imus, Cavite after the 2:15 p.m. Mass at the Imus Cathedral. 


The family would like to request pious readers to remember him in their prayers. 


“lam thé way,,the truthänd the life. | 
Мо one comes to thé Father except | 
through Me." | 


245 per column centimeter 
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DEADLINE 
for reservations / cancellations / corrections 
Monday to Sunday: 
12:00 пот. 
Day before publication 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


Change of Funeral Schedule 


The Requiem Mass for 


Ladislava Snguimboy Alcantara 


Who lies in state at the 
Santuario de San Antonio, 
Forbes Park, Makati 


Will be celebrated 
on 


January 19, 2006 at 9:00 AM 


Interment shall follow at the 
Manila Memorial Park, 
Sucat, Paranaque. 


“I am the resurrection and the life 
He who believes in Me will live, even though he dies; 
And whoever believes in Me will never dic” 


Lovingly Remembered 
The 7* Death Anniversary 
January 19, 1945 - January 18, 1999 


Jonathan Matthew Tee 


Please say a prayer for the eternal repose of his soul 
Linda, Jet-jet, Bernie and Charlotte 


The Holy Mass will be offered today, January 18 at the following church 


7:00 am & 6:00 pm 


St. Alphonsus Mary de Liguori Parish, Magallanes Village ....... 
. 7:18 am & 6:15 pm 


Santuario de San Jose, Greenhills, San Juan .. aoe 
Mary the Queen Parish, Greenhills, San Juan i .. 6:00 & 7:00 am & 6:00 pm 
St. Francis of Assisi Parish Church, Shaw Blvd., Mandaluyong ..... 7:00 am & 6:00 pm 
Redemptorist Church, Baclaran ......... nes 6:15 am & 5:30 pm 


we ASAI DE 
Sia An obituary * 
€ ~$ witha picture can 
Z < p 
Y be a fitting tribute to 
your departed loved one. 


Always caring... 
Twquiner Oorrunaurs > 


readers to pray for the eternal repose of his soul 
Interment is on Saturday, January 21 at the Silang Мет 
Gardens after ће necrological service at the Silang Catholic Church. 
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BIR: Effect of VAT cap on buyers 
depends on assemblers, dealers 


By Tessa R. Salazar 
(Conclusion) 


AST WEEK, CAMPI 
(Chamber of Automotive 
Manufacturers of the 

Philippines Inc.) announced 
that the 70 percent VAT cap 
provision was “anti growth,” 
adding that “the low cap would 
definitely cause difficulties 
among assemblers and dealers 
nationwide.” 

Campi also said that for car assemblers 
faced with unstable or decreasing sales 
volumes, the quarterly output tax would 
expectedly be lower than the cumulative 
input tax due to inventories, especially 
during launches of new products. 

"The output tax is the tax on the sales of 
the company The input tax is tax based on 
the purchases of the company, and on oth- 
er costs of conducting businesses. Deduct- 
ing the input tax from the output tax would 


The Vios defends a title 


WHEN THE TOYOTA VIOS WON 
the Best Subcompact Car Award in 
; the Car ofthe Year-Philippines (Со- 
ty-P) last year, it bested four other 
cars in the 1.0-1.5 liter segment. 
"This year, the Vios will defend its ti 
tle against a wider array of six com- 
petitors in the subcompact class: 
| the Chevrolet Aveo, Honda City 
1 Honda Jazz, Hyundai Getz, 
+ Hyundai Accent and Kia Picanto. 
“The Vios appears ready for the 
challenge, having been revital- 
ized last November with some ex- 
terior and interior changes for the 
2006 model year. For starters, а 
-new front grille with more 
chrome trim, new headlamps, 
new round fog lamps and a new 
front bumper with air intakes re- 
fresh the Vios’ facade. 


15-inch wheels 

New seven-spoke 185/60R 15- 
inch wheels not only enhance the 
1.5-liter Vios sporty look, 
but—more importantly—also im- 
prove its cornering ability The 
1.3 Мос wheels have been up- 
graded, too, with eight-spoke 14- 
inch alloys. 

Viewing the '06 Vios from the 
side, you will immediately notice 
new chrome strips on the doors’ 
side moldings and new side turn. 
signal lamps on the front fenders. 
The exterior revisions are punctu- 
ated by a Euro-style pole antenna 
on the roof above the rear wind- 
shield and new rear combination 
lamps with a 3D reflex reflector 

: that improves the сагъ visibility 
to those driving behind it. 

Inside the cabin, the major 


THE 2006 Toyota. 
Vios 1.56 


Aida Sevilla- 
Mend 


changes/additions are a new seat 
fabric material with an accent 
color, а height adapter for the 
driver's seat, a convenient con- 
sole box lid, a utility or storage 
tray under the front passenger 
seat and a pair of cupholders for 
back seat passengers. 


Upgraded 

The audio system in the 1.5 
Vios has been upgraded to a Fuji 
su-Ten 2-DIN single in-dash CD 
player with MP3 tuner and four 
speakers. We checked it out and 
rated the sounds as good as those 
in more expensive cars. 

‘The color shade of the center- 
mounted digital instrument clus- 
ter display has been changed to 
make the gauges easier to read. 
No other car, except the Toyota 
Echo which the Vios replaced in 
2003, has the instrument cluster 
smack dab in the middle of the 
dash. A strange location for the 
gauges, but after some time you 
Zet used to it. 

‘More important than the cos- 
metic changes is the addition of a 
driver's side airbag and ABS with 
Electronic Brakeforce Distribu- 
tion in the 1.5 Vios, safety fea- 
tures that it lacked when it was 
launched in 2003. Also new are 


result to VAT payable by the company. 

‘The Bureau of Internal Revenue, as 
the implememter of tax laws, explains 
the 70 percent VAT cap provision. 

In a situation where the input is 
greater than the output, lawyer Nelson 
Aspe, member of the BIR VAT review 
committee, presents a specific example. 

Suppose a car dealer buys 10 cars 
from the assembler worth P11 million in- 
cluding VAT (input tax would be РІ mil- 
lion, or 10 percent of Р10 million) and 
then sells only two cars on the same 
month. 

“Assuming that P300,000 is the output 
tax for the two units sold. With the new 
70 percent VAT cap provision, the car 
dealer is only entitled to deduct 70 per- 
cent from the output tax. Seventy per- 
cent of P300,000 is P210,000. 

“This means the car dealer has to pay 
the BIR P90,000 more.” 

In the meantime, the car dealer 
deducts the P210,000 from P1 million, 
which still leaves a difference” of 
790,000. “The car dealer would be able 


the keyless entry system and illu- 
minated entry system for both the 
1.5 and 1.3 variants. The Global 
Outstanding Assessment (GOA) 

ide-impact beams, head- 
impact protection, whiplash in- 
jury-lessening seats and front and 
rear 3-point ELR seatbelts remain 
as standard equipment. 


body, 


za 


excellent 


Size 


E-mail 


Winning formula 
Fortunately, Toyota decided to 
keep the winning formula that has 
made the Vios the subcompact 
market leader since its intro three 
years ago. The drive train and sus- 
pension system have been re- 
tained, so you can choose either a 
1.5-йег engine producing 107 
hp/6,000 rpm and 142 Newton- 
meters of torque at 4200, or a 1.3 
liter capable of 85 hp/6,000 rpm 
and 122 Nm of torque. Whichever 
you choose, you get Toyota's 
bonus of Variable Valve Timing-in- 
telligent (VVT) technology. 
The Мох sporty handling and 
е quality are attribut- 
ed to stabilizer bars in the suspen- 
sion front and rear with MacPher- 
son struts up front and ETA beam 
at the rear. The 1.5-liter Vios is of- 
fered with either a smooth-shift- 
ing 4-speed automatic or a 5- 
speed manual transmission while 
the 1.3 variant has only the latter 


After driving a 2006 automatic 
transmission Vios 
P708,000) for two weeks over 
the holidays, I am convinced that 
aside from its peppy and fuel-effi 
cient VT engine, agility and 
comfy ride, what makes the Vios 
a winner is its size. Just like a per- 
fect fit, the Vios is neither too 
small nor too big. When I parked 
it beside a Corolla Altis, 1 noticed 
that the Vios was only a tad less- 
er in length. In a country 
where hardly any driv- It 
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comments 
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to use that amount as deduction or as 
credit later, next month, when he would 
beable to sell more cars,” said Aspe. 


Still applicable 

Assuming the car dealer didn't purchase 
more cars from the manufacturer the fol- 
lowing month since the dealership still has 
eight units to sell, and then eventually sells 
four units more with an output tax of 
P150,000 each car unit (for a total output 
tax of P600,000), the cap is still applicable 


оп that following month, Aspe stresses. 
With the output tax of P600,000, 70 
percent, or P420,000, would be the 
amount deducted from P790,000 (the car 
dealers remaining available input tax 
carried over from the previous month). 
‘The remainder, or P370,000, will now 
have to be carried over to the next 
month, with four more units still left un- 
sold. In the end, assuming the dealer was 
able to sell the remaining four units 
(with P600,000 total output tax, the 


their vehicles. 


Wheel Gallery. 


their vehicles. 
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6 new models 


1.56 (SRP: | Mud Grapper. 


ments,” he said. 


SUVs. 
features 
er gives way to mi- 
mi cars, having 
just the right 
size of car is 


ап advan- | provide 


pery conditions. 
BUMPER 
STICKER: 
MBA— Mediocre 
tread patterns. 
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By Charles E. Buban 


“IF IT'S STOCK, 
rock," or so goes the prevailing 
attitude among some of today's 
auto enthusiasts who want 
more from the standard setup 
the manufacturer supplied on 


He added that tires and 
wheels are the first investment 
most auto enthusiasts make 
when upgrading or customizing 


Tn fact, Liuson recently ап. 
nounced the arrival of several 
high-performance tire models 
from Nitto as well as premium 
luxury wheels from Twenty 


"From the Nitto brand, we 
now have six new models: the 
NT 404, NT 205, NT 555, Neo 
Gen, Terra Grapper and the 
Each model 
serves a dilferent and unique 
purpose, so we suggest our buy- 
ers to drop by our Greenhills of- 
fice (318 Santolan Rd.) in San 
Juan to discuss their require- 


The NT 404 are ultra high 
performance tire model from 
Nitto designed specifically for 
todays full-size pickups and 


“The unique tread design isa 
perfect complement to your 


Tires and wheels designed 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18, 2006 


E-mail: pr_motoring@inguirercom.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


P370,000 will be deducted from it. The 
dealer will be paying P230,000 in taxes. 

For the meantime, Aspe advises mem- 
bers of the automotive business to be in 
constant dialogue with each other so 
they would be able to provide solutions 
to their industry, and come up with ways 
to increase the demand for cars. 

How this affects car buyers remains to 
be seen, as it would depend on the deci- 
sion of the carmakers and car dealers, 
Aspe says. 


cnl 


to make beads turn 


wheels as many SUV tires 


are 


directional, meaning they can- 


IT DOESN'T not be rotated from side to. 


and only front to back. The. 


to rotate the tir 
and side to side, 
plained 


Specially formulated 
The NT 555 was develoy 
for creating the ultimate str 


Liuson 


"For these people, there are a 
number of options on how they 
will go about it. Probably one 
of the most straightforward 
way is to upgrade the tires as 
well as wheels,” suggested 
Sammy Liuson, president of 


cially formulated compo 
and one of the biggest con 
patches available, the NT 
provides superior traction. 


vealed. 


side 
Nit- 


to 420$ nondirectional tread 
design gives you the freedom 
front, back 


ex 


рей 
reet 


performance tire. "With a spe- 


und 
tact 
555 
and 


reliable handling while delivers 
total vehicle control,” Luison re- 


Another new Nitto tire model 


novative — three-dimensio: 
multi-wave sipes (small slit 
a tires tread that help push 


conventional sipes. 
All-terrain tires 
in 20-inch size) is an all-ten 
and SUVs. This extreme. 
mance tire encompass of 


ment requirements while m. 


ride and handling. 


ап aggressive 
M+S (mud and snow) rated, 
double V tread pattern (com- 
prised of a combination of slant- 
ed grooves and lateral slits) that 
efficient 
drainage to ensure superior 
road handling on wet or slip 


water 


The Nitto 4205, on the other 
hand, sports one of the most 
origina! and aggressive SUV 


THENT 555: ultimate street 
performance tire 


is the Neo Gen that features in- 


ter away from the crown of the 
tire for improved wet traction) 
that are optimized to reduce ir- 
regular wear, as compared to 


The Terra Grapper (available 
tire designed for light trucks 
ror. 
pave 
taining superior on-pavement 


The most extreme tire model 


TWENTY.INCHES Strong 
паї, wheels: a beauty to look at 

s in 

ма- 

in the Nitto lineup is Mud Grap- 
pler (available in 20-inch size), 
which is designed for extreme 
off pavement needs as it fea- 
tures monstrous 15 mm side- 
lugs, which provide excellent 
sidewall puncture resistance 
along with outstanding rock 
zain crawling and mud traction. 
Latest offering 

‘One of the latest offerings 
from Wheel Gallery is the Amer- 
ican-made Twenty Inches 
Strong (TIS) brand, considered 
the Armani or Rolex of wheels. 

Made in the United States, 
the TIS is only offered in sizes 
no less than 20 inches, hence 
the name. 

The TIS wheels are construct- 
ed using an exclusive hyperex- 
tended rivet-casting process, 
called Phat Lip Technology 
wherein the rivet wall is deep 
inside the wheel, creating а 
unique and aggressive deep li 
profile for a wide wheel look 
without the wheel extending 
past the wheel well, even on 
passenger cars. 

The TIS isalso the only wheel 
1o feature a unique numbered 
logo system which, according to 
Liuson, adds to its uniqueness. 


ain- 


Mitsubishi's pride, Ping DJ and Isuzu's SEE technology 


ARLAN.REYES HAS PROVED 
once more that he is really Mit- 
subishi's Mr. Troubleshooter. Mel 
Dizon and Froi Dytianquin 
should be truly proud of him. 

My car got stalled at Rockwell's 
basement parking a few days 
Т back and who did f call? 

Arlan Reyes. 

Like the wind, Arlan Reyes 
came running in the dead of 
night. In a whiff, he had my car 
‘fixed. 

"The driver of my friend who 
‘saw everything wondered out 
aloud and said in Filipino, "Who 
Vis that, Sir?” 

Ttold him Алап is a respected 
executive of Mitsubishi, 

"Oh, 1 thought he was simply a 
mechanic," he said. 

From hereon, | will also call Ar- 


lan Reyes "Lifesaver" since he 
saved me from sure disaster that 
night. 

May your tribe increase, Arlan. 


1f its true that a comfort 
room at the final exit near Sta. 
Ines of the North Luzon Ex- 
pressway (NLEX) isnt that 
comfortable as a letter-writer 
said a while back, I'm sure Ping 
de Jesus has already addressed 
it. 1 know Ping to be an action 
man; he will not waste one 
ute attending to 

A friend of mine has also 
complained about trucks po- 
tentially damaging the world- 
class expressway due to over- 
loading. 
weigh-in areas for trucks enter- 
ing the NLEX should be relocat- 
ed outside the NLEX. At pre- 


FuLL 
TANK 


saying. 


He suggests that 


Са 
AL nm фаба 


sent, they are located inside the 
expressway. He has a point 
there. Prevention is always bet- 
ter than a cure, to paraphrase a 


T'm sure Ping will be to the 
rescue again. Already, | had 
doffed my hat off to Ping for ex- 
erting extra effort to pave that 
badly damaged road right after 
the NLEX, the one going to Ma- 
balacat and Concepcion, Tar- 
lac. What a relief, indeed! 


en 


abouts. 


Each time a car buff inquires 
about how good Isuzu is as a ve- 
hicle, I never hesitate to say that 
it's one of the best, if not the best, 
diesel-powered ride this side of 
the globe. So good is Isuzu that 
Rudolf Diesel must have Isuzu in 
mind when he invented the diesel 
engine in 1898. Through the 
years, Isuzu cannot be denied as 
the king of diesel engines here- 


‘The good thing about Isuzu is, it 
has now virtually killed the irritat- 
ing noise caused by diesel engines. 
For two decades now, Isuzu vehi- 
Чез rival the best gasoline-pow- 
егей engines, noise-wise. Also, а 
150-horsepower diesel today ap- 
proximates the performance of a 
200-hp gasoline unit particularly 
їп terms of acceleration. And 


that’s not to include much-im- 
proved fuel efficiency and lower 


carbon dioxide emissions. 


its new corporate thrust: 


of mankind and the earth." 


of this technology, whose di 
injection diesel engine has 
ceeded the automotive stand. 


of economy and environment. 


The Alierra's 3.0-liter 42). 


overhead camshaft (DOHC) 


figures are the results of the 


This year, Isuzu is pushing for 


technology (Safety, Economy En- 
vironment). This is for “the future. 


The Alterra is on the forefront 


TEQ diesel, in 16-valve double 


figuration, produces 146 ps of 
power, representing a 20 percent. 
improvement from a noncom- 
mon-rail unit. Torque is also im- 
pressive at 30 kg-m. These robust 


common-rail system's precise fuel 


injection and enhanced cómbus- 
tion chamber design. 

No wonder those who didnt 
have the patience last year to queue 
‘SEE (ог the best-selling Toyota Fortuner 

have switched tothe Alterra. 

SEA GAMES CAR PLATES. Ac- 
cording to Rodrigo С. Santos, 
the super efficient project di- 
rector for the SEA Games con 
memorative plates, the S 
Games car plates you pur- 
chased last year are valid up to 
Sept. 7, 2006. 


irect- 

ех- 
ards 
ar 
perá m 

QUOTE ME. Make it a habit to 
overtake only the slow-moving 
vehicles, never those traveling а! 
100 kph. 

Comments to menjuGpldtd- 
sl.net. 
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"орук o1 tno Prappines 
BUREAU OF SOILS AND WATER MANAGEMENT 
Epica Rond, Dilman, Quezon Ciy 
January 9,2006 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
Tho Bureau о! Sols and Wolar Management through 1s Bde and Awards Common 
Bac). мее contactar 1o apply for ушу and 10 Gd for һо horoundor project 
‘Name ot Project: Contre or Securty & поні Socos 
ошоп SADC Big Олот Cy Tanay NSWARDC: Bulacan 
NGWRRDE; Bukidnon ОННАР: Pacta, Baguio GIy 
боону à Jantoral Services orna рото of 
March 16, 2006 0 December 2008, 
Security Servces: P1 300,000.00, 
ге Conrad’: Jantorel Servos: Pi.200.000.00, 
Сола Gurion. March 10,2008 1o December 3t, 2008 
Prospective bidders should have experience in undarstaking a simlar project 
мї tho ast we-(2) увага (CY 2004-2005) with an amount otal leas! 50% of 
tho proposed project fr bidding, and have kay porsonnal and equipment (owned, 
Tides or under purchase) avallaba forthe prosecution of te project. The list of 
minimum equipment requirement a indicatod nto eligility Forme. The ЕМ ЫШ 
Ghock/Sereoring as well as Ina Preliminary Examination of Bide shall use non- 
"iseretonary "раза" cena. Post-quallication ol ia lowosi calculated bid 
Shall ba conducted 
'"liparicusrelatv о Egy Siatomont and Scroening Bd Sour, Performance 
Secu Рта: Ваго Gonvronce(s) Evauaion of Bids, Post! Gualiicaton and Award of 
Serra shel ba govemed bythe ойлат provislons of LA. 9184 and e implementing 
Flos and Regul (RP). 
‘The compile schedule of actes is etd. аз lows 
Ratios 
aca rom prospective Би of 
(айк of non Си) Including 
‘pptcnlon fr Egy 
Tesuance of id Docu 
Ероту Forms, 
Tast day ol UDSISSTGIUOLand 
Egy Documents. 
Fre bid Сопота 


Briat Doscpton 
‘Approves воба 


EA 
Tamary 11:27, 208 


таа 


aay 27,2508 


терпе 2008 
Beuna cir Room 1090 AM. 
Fabrum 18,2008 
взим геме Doom 1 1000 AM 
Б Болуп si bg sus ory prospect бю upon payment ога пот 
ulti amo 30000 lor scary sora and P1 209 00 lor ora sons 10 

е Виа о Sola and Vor Managemen Casnar. 
"ho Bureau of Sos and Viator Management assume no responstiy whaisosvor io 
сопол or indem bdo: for any etpenses incurred n th proper o t bi. 
"he Bureau Sole end Walor Managemnt reservas а ДОН О төр! any or al bids, 
waive ay dolet or lormahy hore or secon any Sd or re, Wn may constr 
Т advontagsous and endhcal oa governor 


pening ГБ 


(854) онд D. SAMAR, 
IGlarpenon, ВАС. 
Approved огроман 
(Spd) WILFREDO E. CABEZON 
‘sistant Drestor 
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Sto. Tomas 
allays fears of 
massive layoffs 


LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT SECRETARY 
Patricia A. Sto. Tomas has dispelled rumors of a 
massive layoffs in the governments rationaliza- 


FOR 


тте Nana! Food Aut 
ботове Contacter о an 
warehouses, smile and 


_ CLASSIFIEDS 


Repub ofthe Philippines 
ENERGY REGULATORY COMMISSION 
‘San Miguol Avonuo, Pasig Cy 


INTHE MATTER OF THE APPLICATION 
FOR THE APPROVAL OF THE 
PROPOSED PRICE DETERMINATION 
METHODOLOGY (PDM) FOR THE 
PHILIPPINE ELECTRICITY SPOT 
MARKET (WESM) 


DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY (DOE), 
THROUGH THE PHILIPPINE 
ELECTRICITY MARKET CORPORATION 
MARKET OPERATOR 


ERC CASE NO. 2003-58 


Applicant. 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 
TO ALL INTERESTED PARTIES: 


Notice is heraby given ofthe tiing on January 6, 2006 by the Philippine 
Eleorictty Market Corporation (РЕМС) for е "Manifestation and Complance' to 
the “Order ol tha Commission dated 23 November 2005 relative to Ihe Instant 
appication forthe approval ofthe proposed Price Determination Methodology 
(PM) tor the Philippine Wholesale Elocticty Spot Market (WESM). 


‘The Commission has set the sald apolicallon tor hearing on January 24, 2006 
и rine o'clock in ће moring (8:00 AM. at the ERC - Board Room, 16th Floor 
Расе Center Віла, San Miguel Avenue, Pasig Cy. 


АП interested parties who may wish to comment on or oppose the said 
appicaton shoul fe thoir comments and/or oppositions on or balore the date of 
hearing. Al parties who have submited their comments and/or opposition during 
the Pubic Consultation held lor ta Instant application are airendy deemed as 
Parties of Record and noed nol Пе tho samo comments and/or opposition unless 
they wish fo amply the same or add thereon. Anyone who may wish to have the 
Colas of he аррдсайоп and who shell have marifested to the Conmission thair 
"desire and intenton to participate actively In the proceedings, may request that 
"olore iha date of nearing, hey be lumshod wit copies of tie application by РЕМС, 
Which is horeby directed lo штеп th pares making such request with copies of 
the application and It altachmants. Likewise, any euch Interested party may 

mine the application and other pertinent records fled wih the Commission 
‘dung the usual ойе hours. 

WITNESS, the Honorable RODOLFO B. ALBANO, JR.. Chairman, and the 
Honorables OLIVER В, BUTALID, JESUS N; ALCORDO, RAUF A. TAN and 
ALEJANDRO Z. BARIN, Commissioners, Enorgy Regulatory Commission, 
daruary 9, 2006 at Pasig блу. 


(S9d.) FRANCISCO JOSE S. VILLA, JR. 


Director it 
(PO iios à 10,2000) 


NATIONAL FOOD AUTHORITY 


Central Regional Office Luzon Office 
Cabanatuan City 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


GRAINS HANDLING SERVICES OF NFA REGION III 
(RE-BIDDING) 


ly. NFA Conil Luzon Regional Оса, Cabanatuan Cy inves al iniarastnd Grains Handing 
у or ongoy and о bd fr nanding fe movement о gran slacks end by-products In Iho 


nor intattons of Regan i and c lcaduriod totam tucks sad commodis wilh an 


Хоттой Badge fore Conrac (ABC) forthe yur 2008 a oou: 


tions program, saying the move intends only to 
further strengthen government services. 
Ina radio interview, Sto. Tomas clarified that 


| enovmces | 
the rationalization program is part of the 


Биш 


VOLUME 
TOBE 
HANDLED 

EKA 


APPROVED 

BUDGET 

XocAmoN oF FORTHE 
Оц! 


7.41000 


СҮТ 2024202400 


government's efforts to improve its service deliv- 


ery and efficiency by streamlining agencies 


oD 1202000] 


through dissolution of redundant offices and posts 


апд realignment of personnel. 


She said that all government agencies have 


Т 


been directed to determine how they could 


3m 
бы Rosano Whea- 190000 


strengthen public services without displacing em: 

“ployees. The DOLE, she added, would strengthen 
frontline services by transferring people from the 
Central Office in Manila to the regions. 

‘We will be adding more people in the field" 
she said, reiterating that no one in the DOLE will 
be displaced since those who will be affected by ra- 
tionalization but do not want to leave government | 1 
service will be transferred to essential positions es 2. Ревад Сом 
pecially in the DOLE regional and provincial offices. 

Sto. Tomas also said that those who want to 
retire, on the other hand, may avail ofthe volun- 
тагу separation program which gives bigger ben- 
efits than those being provided under the usual re- 
tirement program. 

"They can use the separation benefits to start 
а business and consequently earn higher returns 
than the salaries they get from their previous jobs 
in government," she said 

"The DOLE chief advised employees in other 
government agencies who are anxious with the ra- 
tionalization program to seek clarifications from 
theiragency’s human resource department or from 
the Civil Service Commission and the Department 
of Budget and Management. 

‘She noted that under the rationalization pro- 
gram, all government workers have the choice to 
stay or retire from the service and that «по gov- 
ernment worker can be removed from the service 
without just cause.” 


2 va 
ES 


Proposals (Opening 
T] о 1o approved bud 


эла (44) 469-1253. 


Send your 
resumé instantly. 


MEDIA PARTHERS 


ITICULARS. 
Issuance o Арле ond Bidding Documents 


5 Boogie cl suómeson of коъшу Ranuloments and Bid 


Ebay cto inches, among chars at tho valun опе prospective bic 
prea uang me wholesle consumer pea index completa and smiario is concio be id, must beaten My parcont 


896,000 00 
TOTAL 205460 _17396,600.00 


“Tha prospective bier may bid in any or al ов upon paymant cl anon alundabie applcalon feo P500.00, bidding too 
ТЕР G0 and suisisin ola сойо phetocapy each of tna обома documents 
1) DT busioss umeregiiralon CDA Rogstakon andor SEC registration cereal, whichever may bo appropñala; 
and curren Mayors PermvOticl Fco 
тә issuance oft documents. pre-bóding conference алап proper shal! be conducted NFA-CLRO, Conferenca 
Кооп, Gabanatuan Cty on ma 05м sedi: 


DATE 
‘January 12 February 02.2008 
2 Fetruary 09, 2008, (1000 AM. 
February 17,2006 (1000 AM. 
«газ willow mota) 
iss largest singja contact, alustad to currant 


fol с те coniac 1o Bd, 


‘The bidding shat bo governed by RA 9184 andis Impiemoniing Aulos and Regulators, For turtta слов. ава contact 
Т ABAC Graiman ог Socrelaial al МЕА-САЯО, Cabanatuan Сту wan Telephone Nos. (D4 469-1167, (044) 462-108. 


THE NFA RESERVES THE RIGHT TO REJECT ANY OR ALL BIDS THEREOF, TO WAIVE ANY FORMALITIES OR 
DEFECTS FOUNO THEREIN, CR TO ACCEPT SUCH BIDS OR TO AWARD TO ANY CONTRACTOR WHOSE BID IS 
CONSIDERED MOST ADVANTAGEOUS TO THE NFA OR TO THE GOVERNMENT. 


(S93) RUBEN J. RESIDE 
Ais, Ragana Director 
АВАС Chairman 


STARCM 
SUPPORT TO AGRARLAN REFORM COMMUNTISIN CENTRAL MINDANAO 
Prjecangenen Опер, 
|. SF th pusang Cuno ove aper C o 
та 0A127400 Fax 0] 270-4252 Enn rong 


NOTICE OF VACANT POSITIONS 
STARCM в в specal Project of the Goverment of tho Philippines tunded by the 
European Union and implemented by the Department of Agrarian Relorm (DAR). 
‘Tho Projet provides suppor or ne development ot agrarian reform communilios 
{nthe provinces ol Golabsto, Suan Kudarat, Lanao del Norte and Lanao del Sur. 
"Tho Project is seoking to tha folowing posilons n Kidapawan City or ligan Сау: 


BA! 


u LEARNING INVESTMENT PER SEAT: РА, 449+VAT 


"————À 


‘Reserve your seats NOW! 

таш 406278, 8234718, 826-1900 
шаи ДЕЛСЕ cat ног онт 

mai Getboccenihos Marr foun от 


mwas AJ owmmu 
«io ушар MDB M .. ENTERPRISE 


E xx BLU 


таран 


9 


AGRARIAN Must have а Bachalor's degree In any appiled/social 

REFORM Scloncas. At loast years proven inkaging and laison work 

COMMUNITY | win govemmont agencies loc govemmentunts andnon. 

COORDINATOR (1) | government organizations in the implementation and 

Duty Station: onitorngieuparviston of rural mlero-projects and 

Kidapawan City | lskiulonalcrose-cuting concems. Must бе farsa wih the 
‘ural socio-economic constans in Carval Mindanao: 


- PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER mnn 


— 


Republi of ha Phlpphas: 
Provinco of South Cotabato 
Municipality of Lake Sebu E 

January 8, 2008 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND ТО ВІО — 


s T a ugh e Ө ana ver Caton È 
JAC es сорду т ote? ytreBitogne Contro Агайга © 
БРО cr брен зге i louna бирда авто a ores Cia. 
1. Namo ot Contest: Consttonof Wel Maret Dung 
бошо Silicon taro Sebu. So Coa 
iolineipton ont of ltmdón big wh concreta looring 
Approved брор 
{arte Comune Аво) « Pa; 
Сарат | Y2 Caiendor day (6D) 


Ното! Сози! i Construction of Риме Terminal 
{Seaton ўошайол ne Sabu, Sou Cotabato 
Briet Desoriptlon 2 Comstollbmom Wit concrete iori 
Авс. E 


Construction of Pub Water System. 
бошоп aie деби. Sou Cotabato 

Bingand const of concreta куне water tank plpa laying 
fndineinbaionol sumere pump. 

Lr] 

{Construction of Pay Tolet 

Poblacion Luv бери, South Cotabato 

‘Consiuctionct alt vith dcomlor com end bathrooms 
Br) 

10800, 


Construction ot Eco Park 
Batlacion Lave Sebu, South Cotabato 

‘ol hauas, рии, onimol cag, elt, man-made ali 
1 Рио! 

11009 


Fencing el Controlled Dumpate, 
шо Tebete Poblacion, Lake Scbu, South Cotabato 
Fencing wth gate 

ioo ouo 

900 


1 Porohage ot 1 unit umptruck 
Саров басота отео 
90500000 


‘Conversion ot Hino $5692 Dumptruck to Primomover 
itera булаш ор тотен Sup sf genuine 
Spareparts for герди of Dumpiruc, supply ond ий ol 
Sales сори бог samy, sep eri omi 
Кб. 


Purchase ot 1 unt Hydraulic Excavator (Crawler Type) 


Contract Duration 
Nomo ot Contract 
Газап 

Briet Doscription 


m 
Contract Duration 


Contract Duration 
Nome ot Contact 


Nene ot Contact 
Bra Deron 
үөс. 


Name ot Equipment 
Brief Deception 


ane. 
Name o Equipment 
reibesedplon ^ : Brandnew 
pos Lr 

Prospedive bidders possess a vald PAB lareo appicabia coat hava corrolotod 
aana sac wit on tas cl AC, nc novo ty Parsona and saupent 
фа бе ign forms aval lor те prosecution e ta contract Те ВАС vi usa nor 
фону posan стага п e реу CheciScroning as well asthe Preliminary 
lamnaton tis Те BAC wil сола роз ачабо f he best caute bid. 

а parcs lav о Eo Satan! and Scrsering. B басыу, Pertrmance 
sec Pre dmg Солиев, Eum of D Pos Cualicaten and Award ol Contact 
SAGIT govern th porinoni provisione ot RÀ. S164 and a implanting Ple and 
С 

"Schedules of Bids nd Avada Comite (BAC) actives are os follow: 
17 ai rom psspechve bidders oliver a eont — Fobra ¥ 2006 
(LG) баш ардам or pat 
2 tesco of Epa ims 
fecepieleigentyreauramem. 
Nonce oi rens ol gy chock 
Tesuanes of Ве Documents 
Prabidesalererce February 2, 208 
Recelp эла Opening oT SS arn 2000 @ 1000 A14 
“Tho ВАС visus to prospecve bade у forms at Municipal all upon hir 
suben i COL and upon ek paymant ofa on lundi oo of P100.00 o a LOU Lake 
Bibu Hunepal Tanaro, Prospciv waders san eb iacit requremeni a P sad 
йш Thay yd toan fecula fh ely cheokal à same ades 

TheBACwdissustidóng documents ony lots declared by е BAC 1o bo өуза upon 
payment non tainane avout Ө Т ofthe tema 12 fo ne LGU Laka Sabu Mural 

Tre LGU take Sebu assumes no reponaoty whatsoever 1o compensata or indemally 
‘wager any expenses eae in Па preparation char bes 


ортеу 
(Sos) ENGR, TEODORO E. EMBOLTORIO 
аера лото 
бан 


bea 7.2006 
Fob 16,2005 
Feb 22, 2000 


cie 108 25,2008) 


A pneum 
NX" NATIONAL WATER RESOURCES BOARD 
GATEWAY PROPERTY HOLDINGS, INC. 
Sit Corea Paza 12" 
seo de Во. (одар Vilago, Makai Cy 
pian, Case No 05-044 
NOTICE OF HEARING 
Hgnicont,quhoted operator нетот sysiam minin Gateway Business Park 
ву. ein, Go. Tis, Cav, ees orsuhriy o reas а ralas: 
PROPOSED RATES 
Conner ind 
Zenon cem. | Poso eam 
025 (na Er 
ZEE E 
DITS 3m 
Notices harby gen hat s ppt wi ва hard by е Board on February 2 
зоос окоро Озы юа НОЗ Conteronce Room, B Floor, МА Bug, 
EB Quezon Су at we bra урсат вла prose e enda 
‘Attest йеп (s) ys rr to o scheduled hearing, дордо hal uh is 
ace en one (i) ay evipepe а geni сата а Cav an sorva by personal 
OE agmen mata cayo) D appieaton ana ta пастата, an I i noice 
Хоа асо pares appaning on pago 3 aret 
Pars opposed 0 t graning о! а aoleaon must Ше tale win oppoon 
supporte илтер aranea enor balora та above ang татара copy lhe 
Stone host 
тише on ho part olan allied party ofl his opaston оп timo ando appear at ne 
ring wi бе conaod a a wir Ө На rg tobe har ad е Board wi proceed fo 
тогай dee te appleaon bead on th evidence subd. 
Far by he Apa o aper n hog sha omoont to lack o interest on is 
рил тї та an opto sr be damaced асосан 
‘ngs пе Horti Chamen of n atone Water Hosoures our tis 28 day 
архат 2008. 


ву Autry c ho Board 


(S94) RAMON B. ALIKPALA. 
гоме Dircior 
‘tected Portos: 


THE BARANGAY CHAIRMAN 
pores 
Gor Tras Саде 


que secneranv 
Блатт 


JqHELOCATORS - PRESIDENT 
тонау Busness Pr, 

Brgy тав 

‘Gen Tras, Cavo 
Е 


PROJECT. 
INSPECTOR (1) 
Duty Station 
Migan Cty 


Most be a cansad СМ Engineer wih al leas 2 years vast 
experience In undertaking monitoring, evaluation and 
Superson of various rural irasrctue projects such as 
polablo water supplies, communal tigation projects 
Community facitis, and feeder rosdsforidges, Working 
oowtedge Itn preparation of technical desigasiostimatos 
tnd roports a diet advantage 


MATERIALS 
ENGINEER (2) 
Duty Station: 
Kidapawan Chy 


‘Must bo a consed ОМ! Enginoor and have passed tho 
DPWH Accredtaion Examination for Мапа Enginer, 
Have al least 3 years proven exportonca In conducting 
iaborstory and lid loe relativo to no mplemetaton ol 
sub projects such as communal water suppos, communal 
Inigaton projects communtiy facities апа Teodor roads! 


SOCIAL 
DEVELOPMENT 
‘ADVISOR (1) 
Duty Station: 
igen City 


"Bacholors бооз in appa socia! ecenc 
proferably In Nursing. Social Work, Public Health and 
Rüminlsiraton, Rural Sociology, or Community 
Dovelopmant A related MS degree wi ba an acvacage Hel 
‘he wil have at last Nvo (6) yoars experience wih Ina 
provision o socia servicos, community organising andor 
fural development work in coordination with LGUS, 
талу wih provisions of the Local Government Code 
and tha Hoah Sector Relorm Agenda в roqurod, 


BUSINESS. 
DEVELOPMENT 
SPECIALIST (1) 
Duty Station: 

Kidapawan City 


‘Must havo а Masters бодно In businoss administration, 
economies, enterpneo dovolopmant ora closely road 
Форд. Нал wil havo atest vo (5) ears commercial 
fxperience of amali usinoneos and be familar wih tne 
preparation of папса! projections and marketing plar 

Bhomosthaveaclarundortanding ol business principles 
‘and should havo apple hom to small andor modum sod 
torprises. Experience with successful cooperative 


busines vorituros wii vo a distinct advantage 


The Spocialista must be physloally IN and propared to undertake fieldwork: 
roughout Central Mindanao. Se must bo luont in Engish апа пићу proficiant 
Win MS Ойсо sotware. Sina should know пом to drivo а motorcycle and possess 
{professional dvor icon 


Ori oret spans wii b поа, Dean or submission èf 
appleatons is on 30 January 2006. 


(вда) GLYNN P. BAKER 


(509) OSCAR A. MAMA 
Buopaan Co-Droctor 


Natonat Project broctor. 
Ал application lotir, Including a говите dotaling dutes, rosponsibios and 
текат өхрепопсо, and copy ol ronsenpt of records shouldbe subrnitod to: 

Tho Project Co-Diractors 

STARCH Project Managomont Ottico 

S/F ROMA Buliding, Quezon Boulovard, 9400 Kidapawan City 


PNOC-ENERGY DEVELOPMENT CORPORATION 
Energy Complex, Marm Road, 
Fon Bonface, Tague Ciy 1634 
"Tel No. 698-1320, Cocal 5285 


NO 


IOC 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO REBID 


Tho PNOC-Enorgy Dovelopmont Corporation is мй all interested supplors to apply 
Т edo edic b or ine supply ала vary of тө они: 


Eight (0) Units of Skid-ounted Remanufactured Engine Under FGO 50207 
‘Approves Suga: PHP 7,600,000.00 


Elgibitty forms and bidding documents shal be avalabl for Issuance at tho above 
Signes Lo Rodelck Н. Cabantog tring January 11,2006, rom 9:30 AM 103.30 PM 
та upon payment fa ron enda lo 6! P400 00 por document. 


For purposes o caring carin тойо, a pro-bdaig conferenza shall bo hold on. 
му 19, 2006, 200 pr at to above cross 


‘Appicatlons о окуну nd sealed bids shall bo submllod о and rotor with the 
REETEGE о ооу and Maonais Managomont sen a 1o above dress and 
Gator бордой i iha радосна ок rogi no aar n 2.0 p m (Procurement 
Бошко Olen Wal Cock ime] on February 2, 2008 Рис opaning ol в shal 
{ew immediialy morosot. Lato bida shali not be accepted. 


Prospacivo thers shal lgnlyconformanco tota раа ате and conditons; ns 
Toquros, und shal onsuro tho samo Srough proparsubmiesioveroculon. Sourca ol 
Tenn is tore intrat Gash Generallon о PNOC-EDC. Al bids should bo win the 
‘Approved Budge lor io Contract order qual. 


PNOC-Energy Dovolopmont Corporation roseves o fight lo annui ho bg procos; 
ioci tall lo ио any ntomity n hob racowog and 1o accopt such Dd 
asen iamos nvaniagoous 1 POC EDC wine neumna душу oma lcd 
Wasorerbdgos eran сорап to тот ла айдо bedor or bidders ol ha ground 
lor PNOC-EDC s воют. 


кик Chairman, Bids and Awards Committoo t 


More employment opportunities їп today's JOB MARKET. 


INTEGRATED 
COMPUTER 
systems] SYSTEMS, INC. 


PARTNERSHIP 


Integrated Computer Systems, Inc. and Lenovo 

Both shore a passion for innovation, quality and 

service. Together, we are a powerful combination 

for your t п committed to your success. 
з, ICS continues to provide a 
y-leacing products that deliver 
rs and help them address the 
'aenges. 


these products, call us today! 


ч] INTEGRATED COMPUTER SYSTEMS, INC 
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EPCIB board not yet 
decided on BDO offer 


Management to review merits of merger 


WEDNESDAY, 
_ JANUARY 18,2006 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE EQUITABLE PCI BOARD YESTERDAY SET 
aside discussions on the controversial merger 
proposal from Banco de Oro Universel Bank 
pending the results of the review on the offers 
merits by the bank's management team. 
In an interview yesterday, EPCIBank chair 
Ferdinand Martin Romualdez said the offer 
was not even on the agenda as management 
was tasked to study the offer and, if necessary, 
seek help from a financial adviser. 

He said the management, led by bank pres- 
ident Rene Buenaventura, would likely sub- 


mit ts recommendation by Friday this week. 

*Twould imagine that they would submit a 
criteria on the hiring of a financial adviser,” 
Romualdez said, noting however that he him- 
self was not keen on hiring an adviser. 

Romualdez and GSIS president Winston 
Garcia likewise said earlier that they found 
the merger offer “unattractive.” 

“If we are interested in a merger, why only 
BDO? Why not open the doors to other 
banks," Romualdez said, noting that share- 
holders, including the GSIS and SSS, would 
get a better value for their shares in EPCIBank 
by bidding out their stakes as one. 


BDO has given 
shareholders — until 
Jan. 31 to assess its 
offer to merge with 
EPCIBank through a 
- — swap of up to 1.6 ofits 
| I Double Your Money in 5 Years shares for every EP- 
CIB share. 

Social Security 
System — president 
Corazon dela Paz 
said, meanwhile, 
that the pension 
fund was keeping an 
open mind on the 
proposal. 

Dela Paz also said 
earlier that the pen- 
sion fund would con- 
duct its own assess- 
ment of the offer and 
would not necessarily 
have to vote in tan- 
dem with the 6515. 

555 owns 29 per- 
cent of EPCIBank, 
while the GSIS and 
Romualdez — groups 
own 12 percent and 8 
percent, respectively. 


~M First Country Bank 
Building up Lives. Вайбер a Nation. | Above АП Integrity! 


| P 100,000.00 
| Meimom. 


лун investment эк э Ume apost | 18% per year compounded | | 
No жошо m had or S years | РОС covered 


Get your interest earnings monthly! 


ong tem speci savings deposi that pays mes imam || 
Боот 1o 100% on yout investment и Ow end o yer | 


[PENSIONADO| — 
P 100,000.00 
Minimum. 


KABAYAN FUND] 


"yea — 
8% 
9% 


Geta FREE item for your investment! 
erc =n РОО o onte з дшш cami wet релде”! 
P50,000.00 | aopa ro sy матн on 
Melam.) бени: Fo g Pa Zro 31 (worth Php 8580009 
Mor deponit Php 100 080.0 fr ye Php SOLO ау 


Your investment is secure! - 
Read more at: hitpillwww firsteountryfinancial.com/febank/secure.htm 


pm——————— Imerance Compre 


For Genaral infe: Т 6874748 / Т 6878655 (Look for Neovy) 
aang: 09200209173 | өетттзмөз | еттумдөл | зтзєттөз | 00175247545 
E: lnfottirstcountryinancialsom | W: weefiortcpurtryfinencial com. 
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Ако aval of hassle-free lasing packages trom TS. 


араат io 32 92-199: TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY. B34 66 

НИДА ИЕА УЗ 

g tn 17 И КУКЫК ҮЛ 
[NEL Н is лапе (ony ao 2038 f code) Bi 
TOYOTA Manati С 967353 TOYDA MARL BAT C а Ийла 34 iio Тин M2 37 TOTTA Малина VE 


== X 
SES FOTIA Mat Koo, Yas) Sts TOYOTA SHAW, WO. 832-4132 82-0428 / $94 0009 pur TOYOTA SHAN ORTIQA, 871-3894 o B4 / 671-0400 


Toyota Motor Philippines, the country's No.1. 
Promo runs unt January 31, 2008 
Per DTCR Permit No. 0265 Senes of 2008. 


аво ст fre ac энн разара 


ШЕ пк ez 70) 1 93 TOYOTA OT, INC. 26 


We're letting you start the year right 
by giving you the best deals from Toyota Motor 
Philippines, the country's No. 1 in Passenger 
Cars, Commercial Vehicles and Overall Sales.* 
Enjoy these offerings for both the Altis and 
the Innova: 


LOW DOWNPAYMENT OF 


P100,000. 


Avail of this great New Year deal for a brand 
new Altis or Innova through Toyota Financial 
Services (TFS). 


GET A TOYOTA VALUE CERTIFICATE 
WORTH UP TO 


35,000.” 


Toyota Value Certificates (TVCs) can be used 
for Toyota Genuine Accessories, Chattel 
Mortgage, LTO Registration, Insurance 


or TFS Financial Package. 
$L P35 000 worth of TVC: for the Ai F000 worth of TVC for the Innova 


INNOVA 


А Beautiful [R]evolution 


COROLLA 


ALTIS 


Special TFS Financing Package 
[s Зар T DUWNPATWENT 
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All these wonderful deals, as our way of saying 
THANK YOU to you, our dear consumers, for making 
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By Jamie Alarcon 


EN YEARS АРТЕК 
"Bridget Joness Diary” 
first came off the presses, 

there's still no stopping chick lit. 

In 2005, market research firm Simba In- 
formation Inc. estimated that these light, 
breezy stories written by, for and about 
spunky female yuppies raked in about 
$137 million in the United States alone. 

Local bookstores have devoted entire 
shelves and displays го the ubiquitous and 
perennially pastel paperbacks. Filipino 
authors have tried their hands at the 
genre, too. Since 2003, Summit Books has 
published no less than 10 chick lit titles, 
which include “Drama Queen” and “No 

Boyfriend Since Birth.” 

Over on the mainland, however, there 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER [Ө 


4:5, Eater Che Banal-Formoso 
2 a Chief of Correspondents Pam Pastor 
Р: сетш, ТУК 


Г 


LUSTA NON ON STEN SO 


Some women on the 
Chinese chick lit forefront 
owe more to William 
Burroughs, Douglas 
Coupland and Jack 
Kerouac than to Bette 
Bao Lord and Amy Tan 
уолун uus to WI 
roughs, Douglas Coupl 


опас than to Bette Bao 


While Jung Chang's "Wild Swans" and 


статки 


rice of 1 with PLDT? 
er 3 


SR 


/Unlimited Internet 
f and PLDT phone 
line for only 


f Call 10-10-10 
| and get wired to the right Vibe! 


| APPLY NOW! ./ 


| 
| 


lucrum 
| 
Furniture Transporter. Moving Art Gallery. Family Reunion Place. 


Theater Props Conveyor. Marriage Proposal Venue. Laundry Basket. 
Band Equipment Hauler. Gym Locker. Pillow Fight Arena. Golf Cart. 
Bed and Breakfast. Grocery Cart. Surfboard Storage. Giant Cubbyhole. 
Star-gazing Location. Phone Booth. Baby Mover. Camping Grounds. 
Picnic Area. Library. Resthouse. Playground. Lounge. Prayer Room. 
Salon. Love Nest. Kennel. 
Lunchroom. School Bus. 
Spa. Powder Room. 
Walk-in Closet. 

Delivery Van. 

Dining Room. 

Office. Study. 

Romantic Getaway. 
Because it’s a Wagon. 


CHEVROLET 2-7 OPTRA WAGON 
e| 


Anything goes with the new Chevrolet Optra Wagon. Enjoy the creature comforts and smooth ride ofthe Optra sedan plus the 
practicality of а station wagon. Revel in ita newly developed gray interiors and metallic instrument panel trim. And with 60:40 
aplit-foldtng rear backseat, tonneau cover and cargo organizer - why, you oan even take the kitchen sink with you, 
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ConucRelief еа 


BYBILLAMEND A. LIPIN 


т THINK THEY'RE THINK 
MYSTERY TRYNG To — 5 
воо. ENCOURAGE US — SAFE. 

x то STUDY ТО ADD 
CHEMISTRY. SALT? 


WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 18,2006 * 


FOXTROT BY JESS ABRERA 


mi 
ARE мү 
CHOICES? 


THERE'S GREEN 
MYSTERY 
hor. 


AND BROWN, WHAT'S IT 


MASKI MATIGAS ANG)/ SINO ANG МАТОМВА №), You Loor 
GONNA BE? TUMBAS /; 
BULL WG WALL ST. LIAE. THI 
SEMPRE 7 ^E. THE CONDITION 


PILIT KONG ITUMBA, 
E ur MAIADIIIT. PACA ANC] oda ETULIPPIMA 
PAA NOON SA BAKAL 


Z 


» 


Гэ 


MARVIN 


BYTOM ARMSTRONG. 


I LOVE PLANING. 
WITH GRANDPA 


HE NEVER PRETENDS 
HE'S SMARTER THAN ME. 


TM FRU GLAD You TOU 
ME YOUR TOE, UAINE 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


ӨЧЕМ THOUeH IT WAS TOTALLY 
DISGUSTING, IT FEELS GOOD 
| TO SHARE А LAUGH, 
m 


Y 
Ww 


WN |7 
wl iw [бшек] 
M ] 


BY JERRY SCOTT 


ye 


A FAIRE AND Son BONDED 
NOT BY GLUE, BUT ӨЧ SNOT. 


-5 
p 


ТҮМ CAPTAIN 
FLoogAROO AND 
ІМ А REAL 
SuperHero. 


Excuse Me,StRANGER IN 
TIGHES But SUPERHEROES 
Аве Just MAKe BeLieve. THEY 
Аве PRODUCTS OF THE IMAGINA: 
TioN. PeoPLe WITH SUPERPeweRS 
Don't ExiSt iN tHe REAL WORLD. 


I'M CAPTAIN FLoo~ 
BAROO ANO I'M А 
ReaL superhero 
IF You pon’ Be 
Lieve me I міц. 
LAUGH At Чой 


DIVINE COMEDY 


HOROSCOPE 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 


IIKROKOSMOS 


0, BAT MAY DALA 
KANG тива? 


NANG sva AY 
MULING NAG- 
RESEARCH 
KANYANG 
HINULI зі 
DAN BROWN 
AT TINORTURE 


BY JOMIKE TEJIDO 


BAT MAY DALA 


| 


YOU BORN TODAY: You're fun-loving and imaginative. Not only do you want to have a good time, 
too! You make a good parent. You always remember the child within 
In the year ahead, you'l let go of things, places and people to 


to enjoy themselves, 
lated; you don't like routine. 
October. 


cle ro be sumi 
xi Yot Uke to be stimu- 
Kegin a new cycle around 


Birthdate of: Mark Messier, hockey player; Cary Grant, actor; Kevin Costner, actor/director. 


ARIES (March 21 to 
МЫ April 19): This is a poor 
day for making financial 

decisions. Because 

you're confused about 
something, you hesitate. This means 
you cannot fully stand up for your- 


Self. Best not to act. 
ү damned if you don't 
You can't win! Discus- 
sions with parents and bosses seem 
to paralyze you. Do nothing. Just 
wait, 


TAURUS (April 20 to 
May 20): This is a tough 
дау. You feel like you're 
damned if you do and 


GEMINI (May 21 to 
June 20): You're not 
sure what to do today 
because, within you, 
you feel self-doubt 

about something. This makes you 

hesitate. You don't know which way 

to jump. Therefore, do nothing. 
= rend or you and a 
member ^ of а 


group—you're right. It is! Always 
trust your gut instincts. 


CANCER (June 21 to 
July 22): if you think 
something fishy is going 
оп between you and а 


DAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS. 
1 tations 


teers 
5 Typo 


10 Zerih 
34 Utah team 


15 Purplsh shade 
16 Mature 
37 Screenwrter. 


Ephron 
18 Cantlevered 


‘window 
19 Secluded valey 


20 Ping Pong 


23 Ройс pastura 
24 COCKXXVIL 


прва 
26 Stupid one 


27 Harvest 
ss 


30 King toppers 


33 Shipping lana 
36 Loviatnan 


38 talen Бом! 
3o Раво god 


40 Below, in 
ems 


Pro By Bary Siik 

44 Usedihe уся MoLean, VA 

46 Pledges 

48 Le Czechs 
end Polos. 

во Emerald Isle 

51 Summer rs. In 
0с, 

52 Virginia dences 

54 Religious fis. 

56 Молодое 

^58 Risky baseball 
мас 

64 Aussie birds 

90 Алаш saro 

67 Sonny & Cars. 
‘ld record Inbal 

вв Temporary 
sheer 

во Acor Fly 

70 N can folow the 
start of 20A, 
SEA TID and 
[^] 

ту Arist Warhol 

72 Actor Devio 

73 Needle case 


Down 
1 Plpsqueak. 
2 Greek portico 
з Action word 
4 Sacred song 


5 sor :-D, e.g 
6 oa 1943 
з gm 


Spoli 
в Roasting bores 
9 Museum 

‘collection 

10 Во. neighbor 
11 White saia 

urchaso. 

та Fencing tem 
13 Lawoss 

varor? 

21 Test 
22 "Tho Purple 

People Eater" 
singor Wooley 

28 Майе New 

Zoniendor 

ДЕТ 

teas 

28 Plano ресе? 
20 Hit by the 

Масов 

31 Cezame's 

summer 

32 Contour 
34 Was decisivo 
36 Beor stimulant 
37 Ecole attendee 


* 4 


p 
m 
m 


Ё 


41 Dent or com 
saner? 

42 Equine pest? 

45 Expired 

47 Shea payors 

КЕП 

53 Toyota model. 

6 Dociare 

56 Greok later 


857 Warning s 

50 Brought to йө 

50 Moon madness 
sulon 

81 Coupd, 

62 Chzens rights 


оў, 
63 God of discord 
5 Farm endosure 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): в hard to know 
what authority figures 
want from you today 
(These people could be 

parents, bosses or teachers.) Just 
play along. 


VIRGO. (Aug. 23 to 
Sept. 22): There's соп, 

M Eson about travel 
lans or something re- 

[дей to publishing and 

the media Perhaps even education- 
al matters are fuzzy. Dont пу 


force any issues today 
do with shared property 


could create a problem 


today, Something you thought was 
Sen? is now obviously very con- 
fused! Bide your time: 

алаи way, But to- 


day, many people are not 


sure what to do about a lot of things. 
Therefore, just wait. 


© 


LIBRA (Sept. 23 to Oct. 
22): Financial matters 
and anything having to 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): By nature, you 
are decisive. You tend to 
See things in a black- 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to De, 21): Someone at 
Work might deceive you 
today. This could be in- 
tentional or accidental 
either way, youre working with 
faulty information! Be оп guard for 


this. 
ў, Children are areas that 
you feel doubtful about 
today. IF you're not sure what to do, 
wait, 
©) chaos at home due to 
moves, activity, visiting 


juests or family conflict, Today you 

feel paralyzed about what to do. If 

jou don't know what to do, do noth- 

ng, 

© ву, finances or your pos- 
sessions is not clear to- 


day, Avold important decisions re- 
garding these areas. 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Romance, 
love affairs, vacation 
plans and dealings with 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb, 18) There has 
been confusion, and 


PISCES (Feb. 19 to 
March 20): Something 
having to do with mon- 
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BY MANIX ABRERA 
Wares seus ra e T 


IPE PRESSURE SA KALAGIT- 
NAAN NG YONG риття, 
"Cup. Atc SA PRGDEDE 


DUNGIS, RNG PIAGA 
NA ya 
NG DARNA? 


TULDOK 


BY PAPU AND TATUM MILAMBILING 


Ko! 


HINC. т» Кочо" 
ДАМОК МО ANS 
KING че KOS 
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Yor Tobey” k 


A different kind of 


FrompageCI 


Anchee Min's "Wild Ginger" 
are haunted by memories of 
the Cultural Revolution, histo- 
ry and ideology take à back 
seat to sex, drugs and rock ‘n’ 
roll in many popular releases. 


Joy luck clubbing 

“The Cultural Revolution is 
out of my dictionary,” Mian Mi- 
an, the thirty-something ex- 
drug addict who now throws 
parties for a living, told the 
San Francisco Gate last year. 
And it shows. Her first novel, 
“Candy,” set in Southern Chi- 
na's Special Economic Zone at 
а time when the People's Re- 
public was reacquainting itself 
with free trade, says nothing of 
socialism. Chinese authorities 
banned "Candy" anyway. 

Its protagonist, Hong, is 
born into a family of intellectu- 
als, but grows disillusioned 
with school after a friend 
cracks under the pressure of 
getting into a top university. 
Hong is eventually swallowed 
by a slacker lifestyle and turns 
to drugs to fill her unemployed 
days. 

There's an apathy and indif- 
ference reminiscent of films 
like Zhang Yang's “Quitting” 


time by Mian's "shock sister," 


Wei Hui. 

While Mian took up writing 
as а form of therapy after re- 
hab, Wei majored in literature 
at Fudan University and had an, 
anthology of short--stories 
C'Shriek of the Butterfly") un- 
der her belt prior to her first 
novel, "Shanghai Baby." 

As with Mian's work, its difficult 
to distinguish fact from fiction in 
“Shanghai Baby” which reads like 
a poignant but thinly velled mem- 
ої: The story revolves around Co- 
co, also a Fudan grad, who quits 
her waitress job to write the great 
Chinese novel. Coco makes her 
ambition clear from the very first 
page: “Every morning when I open 
my eyes I wonder what I can do to 
make myself famous." 

Wei Hui shows off her pow- 
ers of description in the novel- 
within-a-novel. "This is the 
city at rush hour: All sorts of 
vehicles and pedestrians, all 
their invisible desires and 
countless secrets, merge with 
the flow like rapids plunging 
through a deep gorge. The sun 
shines down on the street, 
hemmed in on both sides by 
skyscrapers—the тай cre- 
ations of humans—towering 


fictionista. 


"Shanghai Baby” 


Wei Hui, 32, "China's first banned porno- 
graphic female novelist" 


Beijing Doll 


Author Mian Mian, 34, “poster child for spiritual 


а Chun Sue, who wrote the novel when. 
pollution” 


she was 17 and had it published at 19 


Translator Bruce Humes ‘Andrea Lingenfelter Howard Goldblatt 


‘An aspiring writer torn between апітро- A sometime bar singer who cantor- А 15-year-old Courtney Love-wannabe 


and Hou Hsiao-Hsien's "Mil- 
lennium Mambo," but neither 
Hong nor her prostitute/drug- 
gie/frustrated musician. 
friends have any real beef with 
the government. 

Mian now spends her time 
organizing raves on the Great 
Wall of China (in the rain, no 
less) and visiting her daughter 
in Beijing. “Ihave so many oth- 
er things to do with my life 
now," she said in the San Fran- 
cisco Gate. "Drugs are really 
boring." 


materialistic age." 
The East is pink 


pink) back cover, 


Piece of lit 

"Candy" was banned in April 
2000, the same month the gov- 
ernment cracked down on an- 
other piece of chick lit, this 


between sky and earth, the pet- 
ty details of daily life are like 
dust suspended in the air. They 
area monotonous theme of our 


According to its (blindingly 


Heroine 


On love. 


On life 


planet." 


"Beijing 


Doll" was banned "for its can- 
did exploration of a young 
girl's sexual awakening." The 
ban came a few months after 
its publication in 2002, when 


tent drug addict and a married German 
businessman 


"It was he who taught me that а kiss has 
a soul and colors all its own.” 


"There was nothing to do but grab my- 
self by the hair and yank myself off the 


"ts sweet with a slightly musky flavor, 
like aniseed and cinnamon duck soup.” 


gasm and keeps winding up in rehab 


"Love is the fantasy you have smoking 
your third cigarette.” 


“One morning as the sun was coming 
up, I told myself that | had to swallow up 
all of the fear and garbage around me, 
and once it was inside me | had to trans- 
form itall into candy." 


Эң climax is the climax you've never 
[^t 


who drags her mom along when she in- 
terviews bands 


“A joining of the hearts? What a joke. 1 
could have died laughing." 


"There was no discernible difference be- 


‘ween the second just passed and the 
second yet to come." 


‘Sounds great." 


author Chun Sue was only 19. 
The book is unabashedly au- 
tobiographical; reading it is 
like sneaking a peek at the di- 
ary your best friend kept when 
she was 15. Chun Sue starts off 
by listing down the things she 


thinks the readers ought to 
know about her: her name, her 
school, her friends and her fa- 
vorite mall ("Long Live Рай 
son!") 

Throughout the book, she 


uses code names and initials to 
identify her various boyfriends 
and crushes—B5, G, T, Mint. 
(How does she meet said 
boyfriends? Personal ads in the 
paper, phone numbers lifted 


off demo tapes, you get 
drift.) 


Abandon all expectations of 
a plot. Chun Sue just coasts 
from one boy to another, drops 
out of school twice and comes 


the tothe conclusion that life is ab- 
surd. While there are the осса- 
sional flashes of insight, this 
"voice of the new generation" 
spends most of her time (and 
ours) whining. 


Free | 


ETRON KNOWS THAT IN 


P these hard times, even fill- 
ing up your gas tank is a 


burden. Enter Petron Xtra Un- 
leaded, the gas that promises to 
give you value for your money. 
Racers JP Tuason, Michele Bum- 
garner, Tyson Sy and the multi- 
talented Epi Quizon swear by 
Petron Xtra Unleaded. 

Petron wants you to try Xtra 
Unleaded Gas, which is why it's 
giving away a gift certificate to a 
lucky reader. Just answer this 
question—where will you go and 
‘who would you go with if you had 
a full tank of gas? 


JP TUASON 


mileage runs. 
Е-тай your answers to con- i 


test2bu@inquirercom.ph along 
with your name, age, school/office 


and contact info. Unleaded. 


Do you havea Jollibarkada? \ 


Tell us why you think your barkada is a Jollibarka- 
da in the most creative way you can, and e-mail your. 
entry at contest2bu@inguirer.com.ph, Don't forget to 
include your name, age, school/office and contact in- 
fo, The best three entries will be chosen and the win- 
ners will receive а free barkada pary package: 
P2,000 worth of Jollibee gift certificates. 

„и алкашы ЧЕ hor ай днка ааа MA 
(Wintetcermentchetsforyour +) 
parents or grandparents! 

Oh yes, the Lettermen are coming to Manila and 
2bUI is giving away tickets for their show at the Arane- 
ta Coliseum (Jan. 27 or 28) that you can win for your 
parents or your grandparents—the choices up to you. 
‘Ten lucky readers in Manila will receive two prime 
seats each, while one lucky reader will get two patron 
seats for his or her loved ones 

Our readers from Cebu can join in on the fun, too. 
Мете giving away four prime seats to the Lettermen’s 
Jan, 30 performance in the Queen City of the South. 
Readers from Davao can also win two prime seats for 
their Jan. 31 show in the city. 

Just tell us which Letterman song most reminds you 
of your parents or grandparents and why. E-mail your 
entries along with your name, age, school/office and 
contact info at contest2bu@inquirer.com.ph on or be- 
fore 12 noon of Jan. 27. P 


“l travel to Batangas regularly 
and I get 14 km/liter. That would 
be about 840km on a full tank, 
even when Idrive in real traffic, 
with aircon, headlights unlike in 
This car racer 
says he gets twice the value from 
his gas with Petron’s Xtra. 


| 


EPIQUIZON 

“Ifyou think economically and 
use your gas wisely, you can clear 
the whole of Luzon, especially if 
you're using the right gas such аз 
Petron Xtra Unleaded, which has 
already been experimented and 
tested to give extra miles on the. 
road. No bluffing.” 


Just like we said, exercise your cre- 
ativity and you just might win a trip to 
Hong Kong for two, thanks го 2bU! and 
Astring O Sol. 

Allyou have to do is creare a pouch you 
‘would use for carrying your Astring О Sol 
minis (check them out at the supermarket 
nearest you). Beads, gliter, denim, 
satin—the choice of material and design is 
totally up to you. 1 

Send your finished pouches to Unit | 
2714 City and Land Mega Plaza АРВ 
‘Ave. cor. Garnet Rd. Ortigas Ave. Pasig 
ity. Include your name, age, school/of- 
fice and contact info, Three consolation 


will also be 
given away. @ 
Deadline 

for this pro- 
mo has 
been ес 
tended to 
Jan. 21. 


MICHELE BUMGARNER 
Top female karter and traffic 
headturner Michele would drive 
from Manila to Tali Beach with a 
full tank—about a 200-km drive. 
“I look forward to going there for 
some peace and quiet time,” says 
this racing queen. momo 
RCHELEBLMGARNERSACNG COM. 


TYSON SY 
Ап 18-year-old international 


the same or even better. 
probably beat the record!” 


MOLAVE 
90.10 sqm. 
usable floor area 
*28R. 
"1T&B 
* Kitchen and living area. 
Bottle battle quee 

Many readers have al- 
ready started sending in their 
spruced-up Lady's Choice 
jars in the hopes of winning 
Our contes. Because we 
know more of you want to 
join, we are extending the 
deadline for another week. 

Bring out your empty La- 
dy's Choice jars, dress them 
up (be as imaginative as you 
can), transform them into 
beautiful décor items and 
send your entries to CEMG 
Suite B Vernida Bldg. Amor- 
solo St. Makati City. Don't 
forget to include your name, 
age, school/office and con- 


асо, MJ 


race driver for Formula 3, Tyson 
says that "If Petron’s record is 

1,114 km onafull tank, Ї сап do 
could 


They got 
lucky? 


CHECK IT OUT! CONGRATULA- 
tions to Bryan C. Pineda, Joy 
Ann Saldaña, Clinton Ching, Eri- 
ka Rose S. Caroman and Gabby 
Dizon! You get to bring home a 
copy of Kitchie Nadal, Barbie 
Атайы, Nina, Cueshe, Orange 
and Lemons, Eraserheads trib- 
ute, Bamboo and Hale's albums. 

Just bring an identification 
card when you pick them up from 
the receptionist at the Inouinen 
office, Chino Roces Avenue cor. 
Yague and Mascardo Sts., Makati 
City. Representatives should 
bring an LD. and a certification 
letter. Prizes not claimed within 
60 days will be forfeited. 

Many thanks to the wonder- 
ful people at Warner Music 
Philippines, Sony-BMG, Univer- 
зг! Records Inc., and EMI 
Philippines. 


CYPRESS 
157.50 sqm 
usable floor area 
*38R 
«2T&B 
+ Kitchen and ing area 
* Roof deck 
+ Veranda. 


LOCATIONS: Batangas, Bulacan, Dasmariñas, Gen. Trlas & Tanza, Cavite 
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НР-Р5С 1510 


Good enough printer for the h 


By Gabriel H. Mercado 
2601 Contributor 


OT EVERYTHING HEWLETT 

Packard may have done has 

resulted in success. Compaq 
computers, for example, didn't seem 
to have created much of an impact 
for the brand. If anything, HP’s com- 
pany retooling after that mishap in- 
dicated a refocusing of efforts away 
from business outside of their nor- 
mal scope and back into their tradi- 
tional strengths. 

‘And as far as making printers go, HP re- 
mains a leader. We've come to know HP via 
those products anyway. 

‘The all-in-one printer, scanner and copier 
Hewlett Packard HP-PSC 1510, asmall and af- 


Won pees 


fordable do-it-all workhorse, is the latest ex- 
ample of this fact. 


Choose an all-in-one printer 

All-in-one printers can be both a blessing 
and bane. A blessing because you get the 
functions of a printer, scanner and copier in 
one compact machine, and a bane because 
‘only one person can use it at a time, which 
may be limiting for busy offices. Also, if one 
of the three functions breaks down, you get 
to loose all functions at the same time since 
you have to send the machine to the repair 
shop. 

With those primary pros and cons in 
mind, a buyer needs to then consider the 
volume of work that needs to be done, as 
well as standard details like quality and 
speed of print output for the printer func- 
tion, quality of scanned documents and pa- 
per size handling for the scanner, and print- 
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It's a solid, 
mid-class, 
all-in-one 
device good 
for personal 
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HP-PSC 1510 


output quality and speed, paper size and 
scanning speed for the copier. 

After these, there are the incidental costs. 
In the case of the HP-PSC 1510, you should 
consider the costs of the printer ink car- 
tridges. It is also important to consider how 
much space the printer will take. After that, 
we nitpick on certain things, such as how 
good service is, how the printer connects (this 
‘one uses USB), how it looks, how noisy it is, 
etc, until finally we get to the cost of the item 
itself. Whew. 


Where this one stands 

First, the printer function gets the most 
nod because of its speed, rated at 18ppm for 
color, and a laser-like 20ppm for mono. There 
are printers that cost twice as much and are 
slower 

The quality isn't especially thrilling, but is 
acceptable enough to fall into the standard 
“good enough" variety. Set at photo-quality 
output, however, the HP-PSC 1510, with its 
six cartridges, produces pretty good results 
and, with good-quality shots, can probably 
produce pages worthy of framing 

The flatbed scanner is pretty standard stuff, 
allowing paper sizes of 8.5 x 11 inches, situat- 
ей at the top and opening from the front for 
easy access. There is no automatic document 
feeder (ADF) option, so folks who plan to 
scan whole documents on a regular basis may 
need to look elsewhere. 

Both printer and scanner work го combine. 
for a passable work-quality 1200 pixels per 
inch (PPI) scanner, which, given its limita- 
tions, will work for the occasional quick copy, 
no heavy stuff. Again, quite acceptable only if 
you know that’s what you need and havé 
Studied your requirements well beforehand. 


Where it stands out 

Not everything is standard with the HP-PSC 
1510. It comes with Picibridge functionality, 
which will automatically make it an option for 
those with digital cameras who are looking to 
print their pictures quickly without having to 
pass them through a computer. 

Then you have the price, Several websites 
estimate the cost at approximately Р5,000 to 
P9,000. Granted that this might vary wildly 
once you see it in local stores, trust me when | 
say that’s still a pretty good deal for an HP all- 
in-one. 

Finally, you have the brand, and that's 
where the Digital Exchange at Glorietta 3, Ay- 
ala Malls factor in. Being a Hewlett Packard 
product at the very least should reduce your 
apprehensions, but once you need to check 
the product, look no farther than the HP store 
at the Digital Exchange. 

In addition to the fact that this is an HP 
store itself, and not a reseller or dealer, you 
can get a hands-on and direct feel of the prod- 
uct. In other places, you can only stare at the 
box or read the brochure. 

Overall, the HP-PSC 1510 is a solid, mid- 
class, all-in-one device aimed directly at the 
single user in a small office or at the home-of- 
fice environment for business or personal use. 
Ifyou fit this demographic, it'd be best to take 
a trip to Glorietta 3's Digital Exchange and see 
the printer for yourself. 


We have 
a winner! 


SIXTEEN-YEAR-OLD BIANCA 
Guerrero of St, Scholastica’s 
College, Manila, has won a 
Canon Pixma iP3000, thanks 
to her PowerPoint skills. Bian- 
ca, we're sure you want to start 
giving your new printer a 
workout, so please call Ching 
de la Cruz at 8978808 for de- 
tails on how to claim your 
prize. 

You, too, can Бе а winner! 

This week, 2bU! and Digital Exchange 
are giving away an HP-PSC 1510, If you 
‘want to join our contest, tell us why you 
deserve to win this printer in the most 
creative way you can. E-mail your entries 
to contest2bu@inguirercom.ph. Don't 
forget your name, school/office and con- 
tact infol 


